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WASHINGTON – About two-thirds
of U.S. adults say they are highly con-
cerned about how the national econo-
my would be aff�ected if the U.S. debt
limit is not increased and the govern-
ment defaults on its debts, according
to a new poll, even as few say they have
a solid understanding of the ongoing
debt limit negotiations.

The poll shows about 6 in 10 say they
want any increase in the debt limit to be
coupled with agreed-upon terms for re-
ducing the federal budget defi�cit. At the
same time, Americans are more likely
to disapprove than approve of how
President Joe Biden and negotiators on
both sides of the aisle are handling ne-
gotiations. Still, slightly more approve
of Biden’s handling of the situation
than of congressional Republicans.

The new poll from The Associated
Press-NORC Center for Public Aff�airs
Research shows 27% say they approve
of Biden and 26% say the same about
congressional Democrats, while 22%
approve of congressional Republicans.
Close to half disapprove of each. 

Robert Hutchins, 66, says he some-
what approves of how House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy and Republicans in
Congress are handling negotiations.

“At least he’s trying to do something,”
the Republican from Milton, Delaware,
said of McCarthy’s leadership. “The
Democrats want to spend more money
and they don’t want any limit to it.”

Hutchins said he doesn’t have “any
confi�dence whatsoever” in Biden and
doesn’t believe in abolishing the debt
ceiling, as it serves as a constant 
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PHILADELPHIA – The Democrat
who will almost certainly become Phila-
delphia’s next mayor wants to hire hun-
dreds of additional police offi�cers to
walk their beats and get to know resi-
dents. She wants to devote resources to
recruiting more police and says offi�cers
should be able to stop and search pedes-
trians if they have a legitimate reason to

do so.
Those positions, particularly the

search policies that have been criticized
for wrongly targeting people of color,
would seem out of step in a progressive
bastion like Philadelphia. But Cherelle
Parker trounced her rivals in this week’s
mayoral primary with a message that
centered on tougher law enforcement to
combat rising crime and violence.

Philadelphia’s likely next
mayor talks police reform
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Why each of those running can
– or can’t – win Preakness Stakes
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Philadelphia mayoral candidate Cherelle Parker takes part in a Democratic
primary debate on April 25. Parker, the Democrat who will almost certainly
become Philadelphia’s next mayor, has ideas for police reform. MATT ROURKE/AP FILE
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False
election claims
They still thrive on Twitter despite promises of enforcement

In an interview this week, Twitter owner Elon Musk said users making false

claims of stolen elections “will be corrected” on the platform. h Prompted by a

CNBC reporter for extra assurance that would happen, Musk responded, “Oh

yeah, 100%.” h Yet many such claims have thrived on Twitter in the week since

former President Donald Trump spent much of a CNN town hall digging in on his

lie that the 2020 election was “rigged” against him. Twitter posts that amplifi�ed

those false claims have thousands of shares with no visible enforcement, a review

of posts on the platform shows.
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