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Westerly 
FieldTurf 
project is 
inching 
forward
School Committee is still 
piecing together funding; 
quad likely faces delay till ’24
By Ryan Blessing
Sun staff writer

WESTERLY — Members of the School 
Committee were still hesitant Wednesday 
to vote to install artificial turf at Westerly 
High School’s athletic field, but said they 
were getting closer to a decision as more 
information comes in, especially about 
cost and funding sources.

The lack of a vote doesn’t mean there was 
no progress, as the School Building Sub-
committee chairman, Justin Hopkins, re-
ported that the project has been assigned 
to the district’s five-year capital plan.

That move makes the infrastructure work eli-
gible for state reimbursement, Hopkins said.

Hopkins also said the previous 2019 five-
year plan had a higher annual allocation 
than was spent, and that RIDE has left 
open the possibility of “unfunded reim-
bursement” from that plan that could be 
applied to the project.

“We want to make sure we are not jeopar-
dizing any of our other valuable projects 
that we have coming at the expense of this 
type of reimbursement,” he said.

The subcommittee also voted to hire 
Downes Construction as the project man-
ager to shepherd the project through the 
reimbursement process and act as “boots 
on the ground, to act in the town’s best 
interest,” he said.

Lastly, the subcommittee voted to move 
the work on Augeri Field forward, knowing 
that significant parts of the design, labor 
and material were readily available.

“Those advantages … outweighed any 
potential risk of moving it forward,” he said. 
“Provided the fiscal portion of this works out, 
it’s a project that’s in hand and ready to go. 
There are not many risks associated with it.”

Proceeding with renovating Augeri Field 
this year would cost $1.4 million, and 
school officials say that work can be paid 
for as conditions stand now.

The town and the School Committee have 
each allocated $500,000 from their respec-
tive coffers toward field work. The town 
also has $20,000 remaining in its engineer-
ing budget.

FieldTurf, the contractor consulting with 
the town, has said $250,000 of work can be 
deferred until the following year.

That leaves $139,750, according to Super-
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HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED
Stonington Veterans 
Monument nears 
the end of its 6-year 
march to completion
By Jason Vallee
Sun staff writer

STONINGTON — Six years ago, 
Pawcatuck resident Anthony 
D. Lombardo embarked on a 
mission to honor all Stonington 
veterans both past and present 
after learning that despite the 
“two towns, one community,” he 
and others from the Connecti-
cut side of the Pawcatuck River 
could not get their names added 
to the living memorial at the 

entrance to Wilcox Park.

Lombardo, a Korean War Army 
veteran and VFW Post 1265 
member, said he couldn’t be 
more proud of how things have 
transpired since 2020, when 
First Selectman Danielle Chese-
brough first began showing 
strong support and Adminis-
trative Assistant Stacey Haskell 
took the lead to steer the all-vol-
unteer effort to the finish line.

“Time is fleeting for many in our 
community and the Stoning-
ton Veterans Monument is a 
time capsule for all of us to 
remember in the future those 
who were not too busy to stand 
for righteousness and liberty,” 

Lombardo said.

Officials said this week that 
the long-term project is near-
ing completion. The website 
containing names, information 
and interactive components 
including video interviews 
was recently finished and the 
physical memorial is under 
construction. The Stonington 
Veterans Monument remains on 
schedule to be completed in the 
coming month and is still within 
budget, officials said.

A dedication ceremony will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Flag Day, June 
14, at the monument, which is 
located in front of Stonington 
Police Headquarters, 173 S. 

Broad St. The ceremony will be 
open to the public, and those 
planning to attend are encour-
aged to bring a mobile device to 
interact with the monument.

Chesebrough said Wednesday 
the dedication will also mark 
the end of a long process that 
managed to incorporate local 
artists’ designs — including dec-
orations such as red, white and 
blue flowers planted by mem-
bers of the Stonington Garden 
Club — and was built in front of 
the Stonington Police Depart-
ment to maximize exposure.

“From beginning to end, this 
was truly a communitywide 

Bill funds abortion 
coverage for state 
workers, recipients  
of Medicaid
PROVIDENCE (AP) — Rhode 
Island Gov. Daniel McKee 
signed a bill into law Thursday 
that would let state funds be 
used to pay for health insurance 
plans that cover state workers 
and Medicaid recipients seeking 
abortions.

The signing ceremony was held 
almost immediately after the 
state Senate approved the mea-
sure, also Thursday, on a 24-12 
vote following less than an hour 
of debate in the chamber.

McKee, a Democrat, said he was 
proud to sign the bill into law 
and include related funding in 
his state budget proposal.

“Here in Rhode Island, we will 
always protect a woman’s right 
to choose and ensure equal ac-

cess to these crucial health care 
services,” he said.

An identical version of the mea-
sure cleared the Democratic-con-
trolled House of Representatives 
on April 27 by a 49-24 vote.

Democratic state Sen. Bridget 
Valverde, one of the bill’s spon-
sors, said that despite a vote by 
Rhode Island lawmakers four 
years ago to enshrine the right to 
safe, legal abortion in the state, 
the work to help guarantee ac-

cess to abortions was unfinished.

“For so many the right has 
remained illusive,” she said. 
“That’s because a right to a 
health care service is useless 
if we intentionally prevent 
people’s health insurance from 
covering it.”

Medicaid patients and state 
workers deserve to have the 
same access to care as people 
enrolled in private health insur-
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At Exeter brush fire site, nature is doing what nature does
The return of plant life, wildlife 
signalling property on the mend
By Rob Smith
ecoRI News

EXETER — A month after the worst brush 
fire in decades, forestland at the Queen’s 
River Preserve is already starting to recover.

Tim Mooney, communications and marketing 
manager for the Rhode Island chapter of The 
Nature Conservancy, which owns the land, 
said he has visited the site of April’s fire a 

half-dozen times over the last month, and no-
ticed plant life coming back almost right away.

“Grasses started popping up a week after the 
fire, coming up the ash line,” Mooney said. 
“On Friday — four weeks after the fire — 
pink lady’s slippers are up, blackberries are 
starting to re-sprout, ferns are coming back 
up. There’s already more green out there 
now than there was a month ago.”

The newly cleared areas of the preserve have 
shown to be beneficial for a different kind of 
wildlife, as well. The aftermath of the fire has 
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The foundation of the future Stonington Veterans Monument waits for installation of the monument itself outside the Stonington Police 
Department on South Broad Street. The decorative portion of the monument will be installed in June. 

Ferns have ap-
peared at the site 
of the Exeter brush 
fire in the Queen’s 
River Preserve.

Tim Mooney, 
The Nature Conservancy


