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WASHINGTON – About two-thirds of
U.S. adults say they are highly concerned
about how the national economy would
be aff�ected if the U.S. debt limit is not in-
creased and the government defaults on
its debts, according to a new poll, even as
few say they have a solid understanding
of the ongoing debt limit negotiations.

The poll shows about 6 in 10 say they
want any increase in the debt limit to be
coupled with agreed-upon terms for re-
ducing the federal budget defi�cit. At the
same time, Americans are more likely to
disapprove than approve of how Presi-
dent Joe Biden and negotiators on both
sides of the aisle are handling negotia-

tions. Still, slightly more approve of Bi-
den’s handling of the situation than of
congressional Republicans. 

The new poll from The Associated
Press-NORC Center for Public Aff�airs Re-
search shows 27% say they approve of
Biden and 26% say the same about con-
gressional Democrats, while 22% ap-
prove of congressional Republicans.
Close to half disapprove of each. 

Robert Hutchins, 66, says he some-
what approves of how House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy and Republicans in
Congress are handling negotiations.

“At least he’s trying to do something,”
the Republican from Milton, Delaware,
said of McCarthy’s leadership. “The
Democrats want to spend more money
and they don’t want any limit to it.” 

Hutchins said he doesn’t have “any
confi�dence whatsoever” in Biden and
doesn’t believe in abolishing the debt
ceiling, as it serves as a constant re-
minder of the nation’s debt load, which
currently stands at $31.4 trillion.

Otherwise, “you just think you have
an unlimited credit card and you can
spend whatever you want,” he said. 

Ron Ellis, 61, of Lake Charles, Louisi-
ana, said he hasn’t been paying a lot of
attention to the latest debt limit debate
because he’s thinks it will be resolved
in time to save the economy from harm,
as in the past. But he expressed con-
cern about the level of U.S. borrowing,
calling it “astronomical” and “out of 

Poll: Many worried
about debt limit

The U.S. is inching closer to the June 1 deadline to raise the debt ceiling or risk defaulting on the nation’s $31 trillion in
debt. A default would likely spell catastrophe for the U.S. economy, with spillover throughout the globe, and would
prompt a probable recession. J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP FILE
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McCONNELLSBURG – In a rural
part of Pennsylvania, the 2020 elec-
tion hasn’t ended.

Two county commissioners went
rogue in the spirit of a “stolen election,”
leading to a secretive probe of their
own Dominion voting machines.

When the Pennsylvania Supreme
Court stepped in, the Fulton County
commissioners ignored their orders.

It has exposed their own taxpayers
to untold legal fees. 

Swept up in a fi�nd-the-fraud fervor
of former President Donald Trump and
allies in the Pennsylvania Legislature,
the commissioners’ investigation of
Dominion voting machines explicitly
defi�ed the Supreme Court of Pennsyl-
vania. Justice Kevin Dougherty called
it one of the “more brazen abuse(s) of
the judicial process” he can remember
over his two-plus decades on the
bench. 

In spite of a direct court order, 

Fulton
County
taxpayers
await hit 
Supreme Court ruling to
aff�ect area, fi�nancially
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Thomas Breth, left, a lawyer for
Fulton County, stands with other
county officials and explains that the
state Supreme Court had just put
their voting machine inspection on
hold before it started in
McConnellsburg on Jan. 14, 2022.
MARC LEVY/AP
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NEW YORK – In an interview this
week, Twitter owner Elon Musk said us-
ers making false claims of stolen elec-
tions “will be corrected” on the platform.

Prompted by a CNBC reporter for ex-
tra assurance that would happen, Musk
responded, “Oh yeah, 100%.”

Yet many such claims have thrived
on Twitter in the week since former
President Donald Trump spent much of

a CNN town hall digging
in on his lie that the 2020
election was “rigged”
against him. Twitter
posts that amplifi�ed
those false claims have
thousands of shares with
no visible enforcement, a

review of posts on the platform shows.
The contrast between Musk’s prom-

ise and the extent the claims are spread-
ing on Twitter underscores a major chal-
lenge for social media companies trying

to call out election conspiracy theories
and falsehoods that Trump and his sup-
porters continue to promote. That will
only grow as the nation prepares for a
presidential election next year in which
Trump is again vying to be the Repub-
lican nominee.

It’s unclear whether Musk and his
newly hired chief executive, Linda Yac-
carino, are planning any changes to
Twitter to crack down on the misinfor-
mation, which election experts and tech
accountability advocates say heightens

risks to election offi�cials and erodes
trust in democracy.

“Talk is cheap,” said David Becker, a
former U.S. Justice Department lawyer
who now leads the nonprofi�t Center for
Election Innovation and Research. “It’s
good that he acknowledges that it’s im-
portant for Twitter to act responsibly. ...
But then we have to see this action actu-
ally taken, because it’s happening right
now.”

False election claims continue to thrive on Twitter
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