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A school bus trails behind student-driven tractors Friday on Lowber Road in Sewickley Township as 
seniors celebrate Yough Senior High School’s unofficial “Tractor Day.”
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Several Yough Senior High stu-
dents carried on a time- honored 
tradition Friday as they drove farm 
tractors to the school on Lowber 
Road in Sewickley Township to 
celebrate the end of the year. 
Though not a district-sanctioned 
event, students take their tractors 
to school one Friday each spring, 
dubbed “Tractor Day.” The tradi-
tion has spanned several decades. 
The district of about 1,800 stu-
dents encompasses 77 square 
miles with several rural communi-
ties and farms. Seniors will gradu-
ate on June 2.

ATLANTA — On the weekend in 
March when Brittany Glover would 
have turned 34, her mother stood 
on the same busy road in Atlanta 
where her daughter died six months 
earlier.

Glover, a flight attendant with 
a passion for clothes, was com-
ing from an entertainment venue 
during the early morning of Sept. 
19, 2022. She had lived in Atlanta for 
only 48 hours when she was hit by 
a driver while crossing Donald Lee 
Hollowell Parkway, which elected 
officials and activists call one of 
the most dangerous streets in the 
city. The driver fled and hasn’t been 
identified.

“Brittany didn’t have to die,” said 
her mother, Valerie Handy-Carey, 
surrounded by friends and support-
ers as speeding cars whizzed by. 
Atlanta, she said, needs to do more 
to protect pedestrians and cyclists.
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Laurelville Retreat Center in Mt. 
Pleasant Township plans to break 
ground this fall on a $2.3 million 
meeting space at the center of its 
600-acre campus.

According to Executive Director 
Jeanette Lahm, Laurelville leader-
ship has anticipated this expansion 
for the past 20 years.

“The bed space that we have here 
at Laurelville doesn’t match the 
gathering place,” she said. “We can 
sleep more than we can gather in 
one space.”

While Laurelville offers lodging 
for more than 450 guests, the current  

meeting space, the Meetinghouse, 
holds only about 175 guests.

The Christian retreat center’s 
governing board appointed a cap-
ital committee in October 2021 to 
solve capacity and building lim-
itations so that it might serve up 
to 25,000 overnight and 18,000 day 
guests each year. There are eight 
full-time employees and dozens of 
part-time seasonal employees on 
the campus.

The Gathering Place, the name 
for the new building, will have a 
capacity of 400 people.

Youth program manager Leah 
Rittenhouse said Laurelville’s 
“Christ-like hospitality” greatly 
influenced her faith as a camper 
and prompted her return as a staff 
member.

“For me, so much of my spiritual 
growth as a young person happened 
here at Laurelville,” she said.

Rittenhouse said she hopes that 
the new building will help further 
the ministry of Laurelville, which 
is focused on “deep friendships, 
being in nature and encountering 
God.”

Lahm said the Gathering Place 
will be a service to the community.

“We expect that it will be a beau-
tiful new way that we can support 
Westmoreland County,” she said.

With hiking trails, a community 
pool and various seasonal camp 

programs, Laurelville has been 
associated with the Mennonite 
Church since 1943.

Lahm smiled while describing 
a normal view from her office’s 
porch.

“We’ve got Mt. Pleasant school 
here right now. And we’ve got kids 
in the creek doing a pond study. 
We’ve got kids right outside my 
window, about 50 kids fishing for 
trout.”

Lahm said Laurelville has raised 
$1.72 million for the building and is 
promoting a donation match of up 
to $500,000.

A fire in February 2022 destroyed 
the maintenance building on the 
campus. It has been rebuilt.

For more information, visit  
Laurelville.org.

Anna Mares is a Tribune-Review staff writer. 
You can reach Anna at amares@triblive.com.
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Seniors CJ Dunn and Paige 
Kowalski ride on a John Deere 
tractor on Lowber Road.

The convoy travels down Lowber Road.
Left: Senior Isabella Vinoski sits atop a Farmall tractor  
at Bruno Field.

The Franklin Regional 
School District was among six 
in the U.S. to be chosen by the 
School Superintendents Asso-
ciation as a model of positive 
change in public education.

The association recognized 
Franklin Regional as a 2023 
spring “Lighthouse System,” 
adding it to the 120-member 
Learning 2025 Network, a 
group of school districts that 
exemplify how engaged learn-
ing, networking and collabo-
ration can help drive educa-
tion policy and improve the 
ways students learn.

The River Valley School Dis-
trict in Indiana County also 
was among the group chosen 
this year.

“I think part of what helped 
earn that designation is our 
focus on the ‘five C’s’: cre-
ativity, critical thinking, col-
laboration, communication 
and being good citizens,” said 
Franklin Regional Superin-
tendent Gennaro Piraino. 
“What we’ve done over the 
years builds toward preparing 
kids, not for the world that I 
grew up in, but for the world 
of tomorrow.”

Piraino said that starting at 
the elementary level, “We’re 
building a system of support, 
and we’re changing our focus 
in learning to ensure that kids 
in K through 12 are engaged in 
hands-on activities, working 
on real-world problems.”

The Lighthouse System 
designation means Franklin 
Regional, according to the 
superintendents association, 
serves “as a national model 
of excellence in education and 
innovative practices.”

School officials will be able 
to measure that model of 
excellence against others at 
the Learning 2025 National 
Summit, set for late June in 
Washington, D.C.

“We’re sending a team to 
the summit,” Piraino said. 
“It’s about being able to bench-
mark what we do against some 
other great school systems 
throughout the nation, and 
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WASHINGTON — Debt limit talks 
halted again late Friday at the U.S. 
Capitol shortly after resuming, an-
other sudden turn of events after 
negotiations had come to an abrupt 
standstill earlier in the day when 
Republican House Speaker Kevin 
McCarthy said it’s time to “pause” 

negotiations, and a 
White House official 
acknowledged there 
are “real differences.”

Top Republican ne-
gotiators for McCarthy 
exited the brief meet-

ing shortly after talks restarted Fri-
day evening. They said there were 
no further negotiations planned for 
Friday, and they were uncertain on 
the next steps as Congress and the 
White House face a daunting dead-
line to resolve the standoff.

“We reengaged, had a very, very 
candid discussion, talking about 
where we are, talking about where 
things need to be, what’s reason-
ably acceptable,” said Rep. Garret 
Graves, R-La., a top McCarthy ally 
leading the talks for his side.

Another Republican negotiator, 
Rep. Patrick McHenry of North Car-
olina, said McCarthy had also left 
for the night, and they would be 
briefing the speaker on the latest 
developments.

Asked if he was confident an 
agreement over budget issues could 
be reached with the White House, 
McHenry said, “No.”

President Joe Biden’s administra-
tion is racing to strike a deal with 
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