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STEP FORWARD 
Westmont’s breakthrough season ends 
with D6-3A playoff loss to Tyrone. C1.

‘GO OUT ON TOP’ 
All-time NFL great, social activist, 

actor Jim Brown dies at 87. C1.

Serving Greater Johnstown since 1853

BY RANDY GRIFFITH
RGRIFFITH@TRIBDEM.COM

Tired of looking at the 
vacant lot across Wood 
Street from their home in 
Johnstown’s Hornerstown 
section, Theresa Elchin-Gunby and her 
husband, Tonny Gunby, received permis-
sion in 2018 to do some planting on the 
property.

After some initial success, the cou-
ple bought the lot in September 2019 and 
began to make improvements.

Today, the Hornerstown Community 

Garden is one of nine commu-
nity gardens scattered through-
out the city that provide fresh 
produce to neighborhood fam-
ilies at no charge.

The 11-year-old community 
garden project is one of seven 
existing programs and new ini-
tiatives to get support through a joint effort 
to reduce hunger that is being developed by 
about a dozen local organizations.

They include the 1889 Jef-
ferson Center for Population 
Health, the 1889 Foundation, 
the Greater Pittsburgh Com-
munity Food Bank, Sandyvale 
Memorial Gardens and Con-
servancy, Flood City Youth Fit-
ness Academy, the Cambria 

County Backpack Project, Cambria County 

Community gardens called tool vs. hunger
Theresa Elchin- 
Gunby stands in 
the Hornerstown 
Community Garden 
on Wood Street in 
Johnstown’s Horn-
erstown section.
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Advocates make ‘ambitious plan’ to boost local food security

BY RUSS O’REILLY
ROREILLY@TRIBDEM.COM

Six thousand gallons of raw 
sewage from the Old West-
mont Borough neighborhood 
backed up into John and Anne 
McGrath’s basement, destroying 
a third of their home.

The 15-inch deluge – which 
soaked into family heirlooms, 

appliances and 
cabinets  and 
caused an esti-
mated $60,000 
in total dam-
age – came from 
a sewer main 

owned by the Greater Johnstown  
Water Authority.

The authority’s insurance 
agency, Gallagher Bassett, has 
washed its hands of the prob-
lem. It claims the water author-
ity has immunity under Pennsyl-
vania’s Political Subdivision Tort 
Claims Act.

The Greater Johnstown Water 
Authority bought the munici-
pal sanitary sewer system last 
year. At that time, its manage-
ment stated that its goal was to 
provide the best possible sewage 
service to customers.

“Instead, they essentially 
dumped a 6,000-gallon tanker 
truck full of raw sewage into our 
basement and just walked away,” 
John McGrath said. “What kind 
of company does that?”

The McGraths, who have lived 
at their home on Luzerne Street 
for 30 years, composed them-
selves in front of the Westmont 
Borough Council last week as 
they sought some sort of redress.

Last year, Westmont Borough 
Council, beleaguered by over-
hauling the sewer system, eager-
ly accepted a purchase offer 
from the Greater Johnstown 
Water Authority without con-
ducting an appraisal.

But before that, pressure was 
brought to bear on municipal-
ities including Westmont Bor-
ough by another authority – the  
Johnstown Redevelopment 

Big bills after sewer flood
Westmont couple fight for help with $60K in repairs 

PHOTOS BY THOMAS SLUSSER/THE TRIBUNE-DEMOCRAT

Westmont Borough resident John McGrath on Friday looks at a family prayer book that was damaged when 6,000 gallons of sewage flooded the base-
ment of his home in Old Westmont Borough to a depth of 15 inches in November, above. Below, McGrath and his wife Anne look over their ruined basement.

BY RUSS O’REILLY
ROREILLY@TRIBDEM.COM

No one wants the Johnstown 
Redevelopment Authority- 
owned Dornick Point Waste-
water Treatment Plant to 
dump untreated sewage into 
the Conemaugh River.

But an alliance continu-
ing efforts to bring a lawsuit 
to bear against the authori-

ty and the state Department 
of Environmental Protection 
maintains that there were bet-
ter ways of fixing the prob-
lem than putting the onus on 

Alliance mulls legal case 
over sewer fix mandates

BY DAVE SUTOR
DSUTOR@TRIBDEM.COM

Approximately $1 million is still 
available from the Johnstown Rede-
velopment Authority to assist property 
owners in paying for the required work 
to be done on private systems as part of 
the ongoing, state-mandated, region-
wide sewer remediation project.

There is $764,288.65 left in loan 
funding that is available only to Johns-

town residents. City officials provided 
the contribution using American Res-
cue Plan money and tasked the JRA 
with administering the program.

Another $268,399.34 in grant money 
is designated for qualified low-income 
people living in the JRA footprint, exclud-
ing municipalities that received direct 

Community Development Block Grant 
allocations. Money for the grants was pro-
vided by the Redevelopment Authority of 
Cambria County using its CDBG funds.

To be eligible for a grant, the owner 
must reside in the property as a primary 
residence. There are household income 
limits based on the number of occu-

pants, ranging from $41,000 for a sin-
gle person to $77,300 for eight people.

“We need to get as many folks to 
understand the funding that’s avail-
able and what options they have,” JRA 
Executive Director Melissa Komar said, 

Funds still available to homeowners for sewage work

Please see GARDENS, A8

Please see SEWERS, A2 Please see ALLIANCE, A2

Please see FUNDS, A2

Leaders seek cash 
to pay for litigation

Officials: JRA has about $1 million remaining to hand out

BY DAVID HURST
DHURST@TRIBDEM.COM

WINDBER – Windber Area 
School District property owners 
can expect to pay approximately 
6% more on their school taxes 
this fall.

The district’s board approved 
a tentative $21.7 million bud-
get this week that raises millage 
by 1.85 mills in Somerset Coun-
ty communities and just over 
3 mills for property owners in 
the Cambria County borough of 
Scalp Level.

For the average Somer-
set County property taxpay-
er, annual school taxes will 
increase by $58.93 in 2023-24, 
said Mike Lamb, a Wessel & Co. 
shareholder who serves as the 
district’s contracted business 
manager.

The average Scalp Level, 
Cambria County, property had 
a lower average assessed value, 
meaning the 6% increase will 
add $34.84 for the average tax-
payer next year, Lamb said.

Windber 
schools  
set 6% 
tax hike
District leaders  
plan for loss of 
pandemic relief

Please see WINDBER, A2

BY DAVID HURST
DHURST@TRIBDEM.COM

SOMERSET – A Somer-
set man convicted of beating a 
woman and striking her in the 
face with a rifle in 2021 has lost 
an appeal of his sentence.

Telford Baker’s list of appeal 
grounds, including one calling 
his seven-to-15 year sentence 
excessive, have “no merit,” state 
Superior Court Judge Megan 
McCarthy wrote in a 15-page 

Pa. court backs 
man’s sentence 
in assault case

Please see ASSAULT, A2
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POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

“I am humbled 
and honored 

by all the votes
I received.”

Thank You
and see you in November.
KEITH RAGER

Candidate Cambria County Commissioner


