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To view our complete coverage of the COVID-19 pandemic, go to https://newsinteractive.post-gazette.com/coronavirus
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Get real-time breaking news
and much more at
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By Kris B. Mamula
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Rural areas’ efforts to secure federal funds
for internet have devolved into ‘a total mess’

At least $26 million is needed to
bring internet access to every cor-
ner  of  rural  Fayette  County  —
equivalent to 60% of the county’s

annual budget — after the discov-
ery that far more places are with-
out  broadband  connections  than
the federal government has identi-
fied.

“It’s  hard  for  people,  hard  for
kids  who  need  it  at  school,”  said

Michael T. Olexa, a supervisor in
tiny Jefferson Township in north-
west  Fayette  County,  where  not
even the municipal building is on-
line.

“Throughout  our  country
roads,  there’s  no  internet,”  he
said.  “We’re  at  everybody’s
mercy.”

But  it’s  too  late  to  fix  the  Fed-
eral  Communication  Commis-
sion’s broadband availability map

before  once-in-a-generation  fed-
eral  money  begins  flowing  next
year  to  expand  internet  connec-
tions  to  homes,  businesses  and
schools.

The billions of dollars in grant
funding hinges on need, so an un-
dercount  of  places  without  inter-
net means that local governments
that  skipped  the  deadline  for

Pa. counties losing broadband aid Debt
limit
talks
halted

By Kevin Freking,
Lisa Mascaro

and Zeke Miller
Associated Press

SEE DEBT, PAGE A-4

WASHINGTON  —  Debt  limit
talks halted again late Friday at the
U.S.  Capitol  shortly  after  resum-
ing, another sudden turn of events
after  negotiations had come to  an
abrupt standstill earlier in the day
when  Republican  House  Speaker
Kevin  McCarthy  said  it’s  time  to
“pause”  negotia-
tions,  and  a  White
House  official  ac-
knowledged  there
are  “real  differ-
ences.”

Top  Republican
negotiators for Mr.
McCarthy  exited
the  brief  meeting  shortly  after
talks  restarted  Friday  evening.
They said there were no further ne-
gotiations planned for Friday and
they were uncertain on next steps
as Congress and the White House
face a daunting deadline to resolve
the standoff.

“We  re-engaged,  had  a  very,
very  candid  discussion,  talking
about where we are, talking about
where  things  need  to  be,  what’s
reasonably  acceptable,”  said  Rep.
Garret  Graves,  R-La.,  a  top

Tony Tomsic via AP
Jim Brown rushed for 12,312 yards during his nine-year career with the Cleveland Browns. The durable run-
ning back gained 1,544 yards on the ground and scored 17 touchdowns in 1965, his final season.SEE BROWN, PAGE A-7

By Richard Goldstein
The New York Times

Jim  Brown,  the  Cleveland
Browns  fullback  who  was  ac-
claimed as one of  the greatest
players in pro football history
and who remained in the pub-
lic  eye  as  a  Hollywood  action
hero and a civil rights activist,
though his name was later tar-
nished  by  accusations  of  vio-
lent  conduct  against  women,
died  Thursday  night  at  his
home in  Los  Angeles.  He was
87.

His  family  announced  his
death Friday on Instagram.

Playing for the Browns from
1957  to  1965  after  earning  All-
American honors at  Syracuse
University  in  football  and  la-
crosse, Mr. Brown helped take
Cleveland  to  the  1964  NFL
championship.

In any game, he dragged de-
fenders  when  he  wasn’t  run-
ning  over  them  or  flattening
them  with  a  straight-arm.  He
eluded them with his footwork
when  he  wasn’t  sweeping
around  end  and  outrunning
them. He never missed a game,
piercing defensive lines in 118
consecutive  regular-season
games.

“All you can do is grab, hold,
hang  on  and  wait  for  help,”
Sam  Huff,  the  Hall  of  Fame
middle  linebacker  of  the  New
York Giants  and Washington,
once told Time magazine.

Mr.  Brown  was  voted  foot-
ball’s  greatest  player  of  the
20th century by a six-member
panel of experts assembled by

Hollywood, civil
rights movement
beckoned after
standard-setting
football career

GRIDIRON GREAT, ACTIVIST

Student,
18, runs
for school
board seat

By Jordan Anderson
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
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Elijah Majocha

When  Elijah  Majocha  begins
studying political science as a col-
lege  freshman  this  fall,  he’ll  be
learning with some firsthand expe-
rience running for public office.

At  just  age  18,
Mr. Majocha could
become  one  of
Pennsylvania’s
youngest  elected
officials.  During
Tuesday’s  pri-
mary election, the
soon-to-be  high
school  graduate
earned  a  nomina-
tion  on  the  Highlands  School
Board.

Mr. Majocha, a Highlands High
School  senior,  ran  against  Misty
Chybrzynski  Woody  and  incum-
bents  Laura  Butler  and  Kristie
Babinsack.

He  cross-filed  and  secured  the
nomination  on  both  the  Demo-
cratic ticket, earning 383 votes, and
the  Republican  ballot,  with  296
votes.  One  of  those  votes  came
from himself, as Mr. Majocha was
just able to cast a ballot for himself
the first time he voted.

The teen was shocked to learn he
had  earned  a  nomination  on  the
board of his own school district.

“I  was  actually  really  sur-
prised,” he said. “I wanted to make
history for the community,  and it
takes  a  lot  of  trust  in  the  youth

Jobs-for-kids collusion
yields ethics violations

SEE BLACKHAWK, PAGE A-2

By Megan Tomasic
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Two  Western  Pennsylvania
school  officials  face  ethics  viola-
tions after the Pennsylvania State
Ethics  Commission  found  that
they used their respective school
district  positions  to  help  hire
each other’s children.

Robert  Postupac,  the  superin-
tendent at Blackhawk School Dis-
trict,  and  Mark  Scappe,  a  long-
time Moon Area School director,
both  violated  the  Pennsylvania
Ethics Act after the duo agreed to

help each other’s children receive
teaching jobs in the districts they
represent.

Mr.  Postupac’s  daughter  re-
ceived  a  teaching  position  at
Moon’s  McCormick  Elementary
and  Mr.  Scappe’s  son  was  hired
as a full-time physical education
teacher at Blackhawk.

Both men were levied $750 fines.
According  to  the  report,  the

Blackhawk  School  District
posted  a  physical  education/
health  teacher  position  at
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GETTING INTO THE ‘SWING’ Carmel Brevik, left, dances with
her mom, Geraldine Henninger, a resident of The Waters of Wexford
senior living community, during a prom Friday that featured music from
the 1940s and ’50s.
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