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WASHINGTON – About two-thirds of
U.S. adults say they are highly con-
cerned about how the national economy
would be aff�ected if the U.S. debt limit is
not increased and the government de-
faults on its debts, according to a new
poll, even as few say they have a solid
understanding of the ongoing debt limit
negotiations.

The poll shows about 6 in 10 say they
want any increase in the debt limit to be
coupled with agreed-upon terms for re-
ducing the federal budget defi�cit. At the
same time, Americans are more likely to
disapprove than approve of how Presi-

dent Joe Biden and negotiators on both
sides of the aisle are handling negotia-
tions. Still, slightly more approve of Bi-
den’s handling of the situation than of
congressional Republicans.

The new poll from The Associated
Press-NORC Center for Public Aff�airs
Research shows 27% say they approve
of Biden and 26% say the same about
congressional Democrats, while 22%
approve of congressional Republicans.
Close to half disapprove of each. 

Robert Hutchins, 66, says he some-
what approves of how House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy and Republicans in
Congress are handling negotiations.

“At least he’s trying to do something,”
the Republican from Milton, Delaware,
said of McCarthy’s leadership. “The
Democrats want to spend more money
and they don’t want any limit to it.”

Hutchins said he doesn’t have “any
confi�dence whatsoever” in Biden and
doesn’t believe in abolishing the debt
ceiling, as it serves as a constant re-

minder of the nation’s debt load, which
currently stands at $31.4 trillion.

Otherwise, “you just think you have
an unlimited credit card and you can
spend whatever you want,” he said. 

Ron Ellis, 61, of Lake Charles, Loui-
siana, said he hasn’t been paying a lot
of attention to the latest debt limit de-
bate because he’s thinks it will be re-
solved in time to save the economy
from harm, as in the past. But he ex-
pressed concern about the level of U.S.
borrowing, calling it “astronomical”
and “out of hand.”

“I’ve learned from the past that they
always at the last minute come up with
a plan,” said Ellis, a registered Demo-
crat who is retired after owning a
trucking company. “Basically, it’s just a
show on their part and, you know, one
side blames the other and generally
they end up with a decision. Hopefully
they’ll do it again.”

Poll: Many worried
about debt limit

The U.S. is inching closer to the June 1 deadline to raise the debt ceiling or risk defaulting on the nation’s $31 trillion in
debt. A default would likely spell catastrophe for the U.S. economy, with spillover throughout the globe, and would
prompt a probable recession. J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP FILE
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McCONNELLSBURG – In a rural
part of Pennsylvania, the 2020 elec-
tion hasn’t ended.

Two county commissioners went
rogue in the spirit of a “stolen election,”
leading to a secretive probe of their
own Dominion voting machines.

When the Pennsylvania Supreme
Court stepped in, the Fulton County
commissioners ignored their orders.

It has exposed their own taxpayers
to untold legal fees. 

Swept up in a fi�nd-the-fraud fervor
of former President Donald Trump and
allies in the Pennsylvania Legislature,
the commissioners’ investigation of
Dominion voting machines explicitly
defi�ed the Supreme Court of Pennsyl-
vania. Justice Kevin Dougherty called
it one of the “more brazen abuse(s) of
the judicial process” he can remember
over his two-plus decades on the
bench. 

In spite of a direct court order, Ful-
ton County’s Republican commission-
ers went behind their Democratic col-
league’s back to authorize a third-par-
ty probe of their voting machines and
have been slapped with a contempt
ruling.

Yet few in their community seem
even aware of their situation. At least
one of those GOP incumbents is likely
returning to the commissioners’ offi�ce
after the election in November.

“I think it was a big mistake,” Com-
missioner Paula Shives, the lone Dem-
ocrat on the three-person board, said
of her GOP colleagues’ decision to al-
low third parties to inspect the coun-
ty’s voting machines in 2021 and 2022.
“I think the ruling from the Supreme
Court is showing it’s a big mistake.” 

FULTON COUNTY

Taxpayers
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Pennsylvania Supreme
Court fi�nds county in
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machine incidents
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Thomas Breth, left, a lawyer for
Fulton County stands with other
county officials and explains that the
state Supreme Court had just put
their voting machine inspection on
hold before it started in
McConnellsburg on Jan. 14, 2022.
MARC LEVY/AP

See FULTON COUNTY, Page 3A

WASHINGTON – The chairman of the
House Foreign Aff�airs Committee says he
is pausing an eff�ort to hold Secretary of
State Antony Blinken in contempt of
Congress now that the State Department
off�ered to let him review a classifi�ed cable
from U.S. diplomats in Kabul sent shortly
before the U.S. withdrawal from Afghani-

stan.
Rep. Michael McCaul, R-Texas, agreed

Thursday to review the July 2021 com-
munication that reportedly warned the
U.S. about the potential fall of Kabul via a
special dissent channel. State Depart-
ment offi�cials have used the classifi�ed
messaging platform for decades to issue
warnings or express contrarian views di-
rectly to senior agency offi�cials.

McCaul accepted the condition to

view the document with the names of
those who signed it redacted. The same
off�er was made to the top Democrat on
the panel, Rep. Gregory Meeks of New
York, but McCaul urged State to grant
access to all other committee members
also.

The State Department did not imme-
diately return a request for comment.
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