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By DAVID L. DYE
Herald Staff Writer

WEST MIDDLESEX — As 
the temperatures rise and 
summer approaches, local of-
ficials say area residents can 
look forward to spending some 
time outdoors at the Lackawa-
nnock-Shenango-West Mid-
dlesex Community Pool this 
season.

The community pool, which 
is owned by the three munic-
ipalities but administered by 
the Mercer County Regional 
Council of  Governments, is ex-

pected to be open from June 3 
through Aug. 20 this summer.

Its daily hours are 1 to 6 p.m. 
Sunday through Saturday, al-
though the pool will be closed 
on Mondays, on July 4 and on 
bad weather-days, COG Rec-
reation Director Brian Foster 
said.

This summer will mark the 
community pool’s 55th year 
since its first recorded season 
in 1968, Foster said.

“This place has always been 
a valuable centerpiece of  the 
community,” Foster said. “We 
appreciate the support, and 

hope everyone comes back to 
enjoy their summer here at the 
pool.”

For families of  Lackawa-
nnock Township, Shenango 
Township or West Middlesex, 
a family season swim pass, 
which provides four passes per 
family, costs $150 if  purchased 
on or before June 5. Afterward, 
it will cost $165.

For non-community member 
families, a family season swim 
pass costs $160 if  purchased 
on or before June 5, or $175 

Community pool ready to reopen for season

DAVID DYE | Herald
COG Recreation Director Brian Foster, who administers the commu-
nity pool in West Middlesex, adjusts the pool’s chlorine and muriatic 
acid injectors Thursday during pre-season preparations.

Herald file
State lawmakers are stymied 
in their efforts to increase rail 
safety by the federal govern-
ment holding the authority over 
many of their areas of concern.

By ERIC SCICCHITANO
CNHI State Reporter

HARRISBURG — Democrats 
in the Pennsylvania Senate 
hosted a policy meeting Friday 
toward strengthening safety 
regulations for the rail indus-
try, and if  the tenor of  that 
meeting is any indication, ef-
fective legislation will be hard 
to enact.

Railroads are subject to fed-
eral laws governing interstate 
commerce and rail operations 
that preempt state regulations.

States have authority to 
enforce standards for high-
way-rail grade crossings. In 
Pennsylvania, the state’s Pub-
lic Utility Commission handles 
crossings and, in concert with 
the Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration, conducts safety inspec-
tions of  railroad facilities. The 
state agency has no oversight 
on rail operations.

Friday’s meeting was the 
latest inspired by Norfolk 
Southern Railway’s toxic train 
derailment in East Palestine, 
Ohio, just across the Pennsyl-
vania-Ohio border. An investi-
gation and environmental re-
mediation continue more than 
three months later.

Last week, another Norfolk 
Southern train derailed in 
Lawrence County, about 17 
miles from the Ohio crash. 
Nine cars wrecked at a bridge 
crossing over the Mahoning 
River in New Castle, spilling 
soybeans. Though a major 
environmental disaster was 
averted, hazardous materials 

Pa. Senate 
Dems seek 
answers for 
rail safety

See RAIL, page A-3

By MELISSA KLARIC
Herald Staff Writer

SHARON – After more than 26 fam-
ilies were displaced from the State 
Towers apartments in April, 13 of  the 
former tenants have secured perma-
nent housing.

Holly Nogay, executive director of  
the Mercer County Housing Authority, 
said 15 applied for housing and all but 
three people passed housing authority 
screening.

“Some people didn’t apply here, so 
maybe they wanted to stay with family 
members or live in a different setting,” 
Nogay said. “Some people didn’t pass 
the screening; either the criminal 
background check made them ineligi-
ble or they were evicted before, or they 
owed money to the housing authority.”

Utility providers discontinued wa-
ter and gas service to the seven-story 
apartment building at 632 E. State St., 
Sharon on April 14 due to non-pay-
ment of  city sewer bills and because a 
faulty boiler had been leaking natural 
gas for months.

Twenty-six families were temporar-
ily housed in a Shenango Township 
hotel with lodging paid for with feder-
al Emergency Rental Assistance Pro-
gram funding.

The nationwide shortage of  low-cost 
housing didn’t cause the State Towers 
crisis, but it has made the immediate 
problem more difficult to solve.

Part of  the problem may be attitudes 
attached to the phrase “affordable 

housing.” Nogay said people think of  
affordable housing as the housing of  
last resort.

“It is safe, decent housing at an af-
fordable rent amount,” Nogay said.

Access to much of  of  the authority’s 
public housing is income-based. And 
the income thresholds are inflexible — 
if  a prospective tenant’s income is one 
dollar over the guidelines, they do not 
qualify.

The income threshold for a family 
of  four is $30,000. While that seems 
like a low figure, Nogay said a lot of  
people within Mercer County fall into 
category.

Of  20 public housing properties op-
erated by the authority, two — Landay 
Apartments and Maceo A. Patterson 
Apartments, both in Farrell — have 
immediate openings, according to the 
authority’s website. The other 18 have 
only waiting list availability.

Nogay said the authority also needs 
more landlords who accept Section 8 
vouchers, where the housing authority 

This series of stories reported by 
CNHI reporters nationwide and with 
The Herald delves into the reasons 
behind the nation’s staggering 

lack of affordable housing, how it’s 
affecting residents and what gov-
ernment officials and community 
leaders are doing to find solutions.

State Towers crisis exposes   
local effects of nat’l problem

TANNER MONDOK | Herald file
Tenants of the State Towers apartment 
building in Sharon were forced out last 
month after utilities were shut off for 
non-payment and for safety violations.

By CARSON GERBER
CNHI News Service

Jessica McAmis thought her hous-
ing woes were over in March when she 
received a federal voucher that would 
provide $1,430 a month to help pay for 
a three-bedroom apartment in Howard 
County, Ind.

The money came at the perfect time. 

McAmis, a self-employed custodian, 
and her two teenage daughters had 
just been evicted after struggling to 
keep up with rent.

“I was so ecstatic,” she said. “I was 
like, ‘Yes, we’re going to get out of  this 
dump and into a great place.’”

But that joy quickly turned to dis-
may. After dozens of  phone calls, 
McAmis realized there was no housing 
to be found. It was either all occu-
pied by other renters, or the landlord 
wouldn’t accept her voucher.

More than two months later, McAm-
is and her kids still haven’t found a 
rental. In early May, they all moved 

into her grandma’s two-bedroom trail-
er, along with her 70-pound dog and 
two cats.

If  McAmis doesn’t use the financial 
assistance in the next two months, 
she’ll lose the money provided 
through the Section 8 Housing Choice 
Voucher Program.

“I’ve been almost making myself  
sick trying to find somewhere to go,” 
she said.

That same story is playing out in 
nearly every city in every state. A 
crushing lack of  housing combined 

Lack of affordable housing a nationwide struggle
Market starting to ease,  

but not for those with low 
incomes or for people of color

ERIC POOLE | Herald
The Maceo E. Patterson Apartment complex in Farrell is one of two Mercer County Housing Authority residential centers with 
immediate vacancies, according to the authority’s website. The government-subsidized housing authority has 20 complexes.
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