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A D V E R T I S E M E N T

BY MICHAEL P. BUFFER
STAFF WRITER

TheLuzerneCountyBoardof
Electionsplans to countwrite-in
votes inTuesday’s primary elec-
tion only if the voter filled in the
write-inovalonpaperballots.

That means a write-in vote
won’t count if a voterwrote in a
name but failed to color the
oval with a pen. Paper ballot
scanners detected more than
21,000 write-in votes, and it’s
unclear howmany votes could
be added if the board counted
write-in votes from voters who
failed to fill in ovals.

Wilkes-Barre Mayor George
C. Brown is objecting and
doesn’t want the election board
to ignorewrite-in votes because
a voter failed to color an oval.

BY DENISE ALLABAUGH
STAFF WRITER

Egg-cellent news for
shoppers: the price
of eggs is down.

At Gerrity’s The Fresh
Grocer stores, the price of
a dozen large eggs is now
$1.29 and an 18-pack of
eggs went on sale Friday
for $1.49. The price dropped
after months of soaring
prices that hit a peak of

more than $4 a dozen in
December.

Joe Fasula, co-owner of
Gerrity’s, said the price
dropped because of a rever-
sal of supply and demand
trends that caused egg pric-
es to rise. Demand is now
down and supply is up and
the bird flu is under con-
trol, he said.

“When supply is very
tight, it’s hard to get eggs

and the price goes up,”
Fasula said. “The supply
has become plentiful and if
demand doesn’t match the
increased supply, the price
falls, which is what has
happened now.”

Last year, the avian flu
wiped out a significant
number of egg-laying hens
which reduced supply.
Farmers also dealt with
inflated feed and fuel costs.

Fasula said the industry
has since recovered and
farmers ramped up pro-
duction so much that the
market is now “flooded”
and the price has come
down. He said he is thrilled
to lower the price of eggs
for customers and show
them how the market
works.

Egg-cellent news: prices finally crack
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Bob Edgerton looks over a carton of eggs while shop-
ping at Gerrity’s in Luzerne on Friday.

The price of a dozen eggs is below $2 at most area stores

BY LISA MASCARO,
FARNOUSH AMIRI
AND ZEKE MILLER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Debt
limit talks halted again late
Friday at the U.S. Capitol
shortly after resuming,
another sudden turn of
events after negotiations had
come to an abrupt standstill
earlier in the day when
Republican House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy said it’s

time to “pause” negotiations,
and a White House official
acknowledged there are “real
differences.”

Top Republican negotia-
tors for McCarthy exited the
brief meeting shortly after
talks restarted Friday eve-
ning. They said there were
no further negotiations
planned for Friday and they
wereuncertain onnext steps.
But a topWhite House advis-
er toPresident JoeBiden said
they were hopeful for a reso-
lution. The negotiators are
racing to strike a budget deal
to resolve the standoff.

Please see EGGS, Page A4
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The county board of
elections says it will
only count write-in
votes if the oval was
properly filled out.

Please see VOTES, Page A4

Debt limit talks halted again at Capitol
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Steve Ricchetti, counselor to President Joe Biden,
shuts the door to a meeting with House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy’s emissaries during negotiations over the
debt limit crisis at the Capitol in Washington on Friday.

Republicans, the
White House face
‘real differences,’
an official says.

Please see DEBT, Page A4

‘TRUE ICON’: JIM BROWN, NFL LEGEND, DIES AT 87. B1

BIG WIN One at bat leads Misercordia
to win in key regional game. B1

FINE ARTS FIESTA
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TOP: Chris Barron and Eric Schenkman of the Spin Doctors
perform during the 2023 Fine Arts Fiesta on Public Square
in Wilkes-Barre on Friday. ABOVE: Part of a large crowd
watch the performance.

ROCKIN’
SQUARE
BY STEVE MOCARSKY

STAFF WRITER

Thousands of people packed
Public Square on Friday night as
the popular ‘90s band Spin Doc-
tors belted out tune after tune to
the standing-roomonly crowd.

The alternative rock band that
rose to popularity with chart-top-
ping hits such as “Little Miss
Can’t BeWrong” and “Two Princ-
es” kicked off their 2023 concert
tour as headlining band at the
67th annual FineArts Fiesta.

The bandmade fiesta attendees
wait well over an hour to hear
those two crowd favorites.

Spin Doctors draw
near-record crowd on
Public Square in W-B.

Please see FIESTA, Page A16

Your loved ones
count on you.

Count on your annual
mammogram.
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