
•  Community 
retirement in 
a Christian 
environment

•  Luxurious, spacious 
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response
•  Convenient access 

to area attractions

Marian Heights at Garvey Manor
Enhancing our heritage of compassionate care through the development of an Independent Living Community.
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Experts warn of dangers from tick-borne ailments
State ranks first in 
Lyme disease cases
By AliciA chiAng

achiang@altoonamirror.com

As people head outdoors to 
enjoy warmer weather, experts 
warn area residents to keep their 
eyes wide open to avoid tick-
borne ailments, such as Lyme 
disease. 

In Pennsylvania, Lyme disease 
is caused by black-legged ticks 
(commonly known as deer ticks) 

that can attach to deer and the 
surface of human bodies. The dis-
ease can be cured if diagnosed 
early enough and treated prop-
erly. 

However, because the early 
symptoms look so similar to reg-
ular colds, some people miss the 
diagnosis or have never been 
diagnosed. 

Amber Altiero, regional leader 
of the Altoona Area Lyme Disease 
Support Group, said she knows 
people who are still suffering 
chronically due to late, false or no 
diagnoses. Some chronic symp-

toms can include fatigue, sleep 
difficulty, pain and neurological 
symptoms.

Until now, Pennsylvania 
ranked No. 1 in Lyme disease 
cases per year. The latest data 
of 2019 from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health show there 
were about 9,000 confirmed and 
probable cases.

Why is the number  
so scary? 

Dr. Danielle Tufts, assistant 
professor of infectious diseases 

and microbiology at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh School of 
Public Health, said Pennsylvania 
just has good habitat for deer and 
ticks and people who enjoy the 
outdoors.

It might not be that we have 
more ticks and more diseases 
here. It might be that more peo-
ple are going into forested areas 
because they have more oppor-
tunities to explore, so they come 
into more contact with ticks,Tufts 
said.

Ticks typically lie in tall grass, 
thick brush, the edge of woods 

where it borders a yard, piles of 
leaves and anywhere that is lush 
and shady that contains mois-
ture.

“So it’s really not a good idea 
to let children jump to a pile of 
leaves,” Altiero said. “You (also) 
wouldn’t want to sit on the log or 
base of a tree, because ticks like 
to hang out around those places.”

Emily Struckhoff, Penn State 
Extension’s vector-borne disease 
program specialist, said the best 
way to prevent tick bites is to pre-
pare fully before going outside.

Pair 
facing 
firearms 
charges
Miller, Zahradnik held 
on federal counts
From Mirror staff reports

Two Blair County men — one a 
former police officer — are behind 
bars on federal firearms charges.

Harry Miller, 47, of Martins-
burg, and former Altoona police 
officer Craig Zahradnik, 51, are 

accused of being 
involved in the sale of 
unlicensed firearms, 
including some capa-
ble of fully automat-
ic fire, according to 
federal court docu-
ments, which also 
state the guns did 
not have identify-
ing serial numbers. 
The sale occurred in 
March in Blair Coun-
ty, according to the 
records.

The criminal com-
plaints in the case are 
sealed under court 
order due to details 
about “potential gov-
ernment witnesses, 

confidential informants and an 
undercover agent,” according to 
the court’s response to a motion 
to unseal the criminal complaint 
and the limited unsealing of the 
affidavit.

Those names are not included in 
the criminal complaints, but due 
to the information, those individ-
uals could be readily ascertained, 
which would expose them “to the 
possibility of retaliation and/or 
intimidation,” the court’s ruling 
states.

While few details are available 
due to the court order, a handwrit-
ten note on the federal records 
ordering Zahradnik held pending 
trial, said “the evidence is very 
strong that (Zahradnik), although 
not known to be hands-on in the 
manufacturing process, is inti-
mately involved in the manu-
facturing and sale of unlicensed 
firearms … to individuals with-
out any discrimination as to the 
purchaser’s legal ability to own 
firearms or the purpose for which 
they would be used. In fact, the 
marking of some packages as ‘hit 
kits’ indicates rather strongly the 
intended customer base.”

By nAte Powles

npowles@altoonamirror.com

S ome may call it fate, some luck, 
others even coincidence. But 
when Daniel Moringiello found 

his blood brother after roughly 60 years 
of wondering and searching, he knew 
exactly what it was: divine intervention.

Born James Joseph Morrison, Moring-
iello was adopted from the now-closed 
Angel Guardian Home in Brooklyn, 
New York, in 1952 at just 7 months old. 
He was brought into a New York Italian 
home by, according to Moringiello, some 
of the “greatest parents you could ask 
for.” 

They were up front with Moringiello 
from the beginning about him being 
adopted, and he always wondered what 
happened with his birth parents to make 
them decide to give him up.

“I was content with the parents I had,” 
Moringiello said, but “it was always 
there in the back of your mind: Who 
were they?” 

Moringiello and his wife, Cynthia, 
lived in New York until he retired in 
2005. The couple decided to move to Blair 
County — namely Hollidaysburg — due 
to their love for the Horseshoe Curve. 
Moringiello worked for the Long Island 
Rail Road for decades and has an enor-
mous love for trains. He and his wife 
would stop by the Curve whenever the 
opportunity presented itself and would 
pack picnics and simply sit and watch 
the trains roll through.

“If you’re a rail fan and know what 
you’re looking at, it’s a big deal,” Cyn-
thia said, referring to the Horseshoe 
Curve.

Research begins

Upon his retirement, 
Moringiello had a lot 
more time on his hands, 
so he decided to start 
exploring his biologi-
cal family history. He 
hired genealogists from 
Ancestry.com to help 
him uncover his lost 
lineage for personal 
reasons and for health 
reasons. His wife 
explained that in New York, the birth 
records for adopted children are sealed, 
so it is much more difficult to piece 
together his genealogical story.

When he was adopted, Moringiello 
was given non-identifying information 
about his family by Angel Guardian 
Home, which told him that he had an 
older brother. Other than that, he had 
almost nothing to go on. 

The researchers at Ancestry.com were 
able to discover Moringiello’s birth 
mother, who was a maid for a wealthy 
New York family. She was reportedly an 
uneducated woman who had a learning 
disability and had relations with either 
the head of the family — who was an 
established lawyer — or one his sons, 
which led to the births of her two sons.

Moringiello said he was ecstatic to 
finally have some clarity about his bio-
logical family and why he was given up. 
The only missing piece left was his older 
brother. Ancestry.com told him the only 
way to find his brother was if his broth-
er took a DNA test so that he was in 
their system. Otherwise, it was virtually 
impossible.

Moringiello said he was satis-
fied with the information he had if he 
was unlikely to ever discover who his 
brother was. 

He had no idea at the time that he had 
already met his brother several times.

Coming together

Moringiello has a group of friends 
from his time on the railroad and he 
said they are all big “rail fans.” For rail-
road enthusiasts, Moringiello said there 
is no better place than the Horseshoe 
Curve. His friends decided to make the 
trip from New York in September 2022 
and they let Moringiello know they 
would be in town.

Moringiello said he was hesitant to 
meet up with everyone at first, but at 
the insistence of his wife, they both 
went to the Curve to spend time with 
his friends. 

One of the friends who made the trip 
was Jim Adams. 

Family
ties

Mirror photos by Patrick Waksmunski

Brothers Daniel Moringiello (left) and Jim Adams 
talk Thursday while watching trains at the Horse-
shoe Curve. The two were adopted by different fam-
ilies when they were kids and recently found each 
other through a shared interest in trains. Below, 
the two are joined by Jim’s son, James.

Brother finds 
long-lost siBling 
while visiting 
horseshoe Curve
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