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By Asif Chaudhry and  
Ahmad Fraz Khan 

LAHORE: The Punjab govern-
ment on Friday decided to devise 
“its own ways” to arrest alleged 
arsonists holed up at the Zaman 
Park residence of PTI Chairman 
Imran Khan soon after its three-
member team comprising senior 
district administration and police 
officers failed to reach ‘consensus 
SOPs’ with the party leadership 
for searching the house.  

Separately, the former prime 
minister said he did not allow the 
government team to enter his 
residence, insisting that search 
should be conducted as per the 
guidelines set by the Lahore 
High Court: one person from 
each side.  

Before the visit of the team, 

headed by Lahore Division 
Commissioner Mohammad Ali 
Randhawa and comprising SSP 
(operations) Sohaib Ashraf and 
Lahore Deputy Commissioner 
Rafia Haider, to Mr Khan’s resi-
dence, conflicting reports 
emerged whether the police were 

going to launch a search opera-
tion or just visiting the house to 
hold negotiations with the former 
prime minister.  

The confusion deepened when 
nearly 400 police personnel were 
put on alert for escorting the gov-
ernment team to the residence of 
Mr Khan.  

However, Punjab’s caretaker 
Information Minister Aamir Mir 

later explained that the team had 
“just visited” the residence of 
Imran Khan to devise SOPs to 
carry out a search operation. He 
told a news channel about the 
deadlock persisted between the 
visiting team and the PTI chair-
man, saying both sides couldn’t 
reach any consensus in this 
respect.  

He said the government team 
had handed over a list of nearly 
2,200 alleged miscreants of the 
PTI wanted by the Punjab police 
for carrying out attacks on mili-
tary installations, including 
Corps Commander House in 
Lahore. PTI’s senior leaders, 
including Azam Swati, Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi, Hassan Niazi, 
Zubair Niazi, Hammad Azhar, 
Fawad Chaudhry and Asad Umar  

No ‘consensus on SOPs’ for 
Imran’s house search
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Islamabad, 
Moscow ink 
trade deal
Pakistan and Russia sign 
a deal to reduce costs of 
trade and increase 
customs cooperation. The 
deal serves as a legal 
framework to develop 
commercial relations 
between the two nations. 
It also offers a customs 
duty discount for Pakistani 
products upon entering 
Russia. The commerce 
ministry calls the deal ‘a 
crucial step in establishing 
commercial relations with 
Russia’. Page 12

Pakistan calls 
for dedicated 
climate fund
Pakistan urges the 
international community to 
set up a dedicated fund 
for dealing with natural 
disasters as the UN calls 
the global response to 
such calamities “weak 
and insufficient”. In his 
address to the General 
Assembly, NDMA 
Chairman Lt Gen Inam 
Haider Malik proposes a 
global disaster risk 
reduction fund under the 
UN to finance global and 
regional initiatives. Page 3
 

Plus...

By Syed Irfan Raza

ISLAMABAD: Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
on Friday directed the 
authorities concerned to 
ensure that the impact of a 
reduction in prices of 
petroleum products is 
shifted to people in the 
form of decreased trans-
port fares and rates of 
eatables. 

“Prices of eatables and 
transport fares should be 
reduced in proportion to 
the 11 per cent decrease in 
the petroleum prices 
announced by the govern-
ment,” the prime minister 
said while presiding over 
a meeting of the cabinet. 

He asked the interior 
ministry and the district 
administrations across the 
country to ensure reduc-
tion in the prices of com-
modities. 

The meeting also called 
for strict action against 
profiteers and hoarders. 

The cabinet endorsed 
the decision taken at a 
recent meeting of the 
National Security Commi-
ttee (NSC) to try the pro-
testers, who had destroyed 
the public and private 
property, including mili-
tary installations on May 
11, under the Army Act. 

According to the Prime 
Minister Office, the cabi-
net endorsed the decisions 
of the NSC taken on May 
16 and those of the Cabinet 
Committee on Legislative 
Cases made on May 11. 

Briefing the cabinet 
members on the ‘Road to  

PM orders 
passing on 
benefit of 
oil price cut 
to masses
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Elusive ‘terrorists’: 
Editorial on Page 6

By Mansoor Malik in Lahore

WHILE the question about the ban or 
no ban on the Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf (PTI) after the May 9 arson 
attacks on the state buildings and 
military installations is yet to be 
answered, the situation has given a 
justification to several party legisla-
tors to jump ship either under pres-
sure from ‘certain quarters’ or to save 
their politics after being denied the 
party tickets.

The state buildings and military 
installations were attacked and 
torched in several cities of Punjab and 
some parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and Sindh following the arrest of PTI 
Chairman Imran Khan from the 
Islamabad High Court.

The high-profile arrest had 
sparked protests across the country, 
especially in Punjab, and resulted in 
demonstrations and torching of the 
state buildings, military installa-

tions as well as several public and private vehicles. 
The Punjab government alone assessed losses of 
over Rs6bn and claimed to have arrested some 
4,000 rioters.

About nine days after the attack, the PTI in 
Punjab was jolted as several party legislators in 
Islamabad, Lahore and Multan held press confer-
ences and announced parting ways with the party 
on the (given) pretext that the party leaders and 
workers had damaged military installations and 
state buildings. They condemned the violent pro-
tests and vandalism by the party workers. But there 
is more to it than meets the eye.

Various party leaders this correspondent spoke to 
are unanimous in saying that the defections have 
been announced following pressure from the estab-
lishment that is all out to disintegrate and crush the 
party for demanding elections. Some agree that this 
is similar to pre-2018 general election scenes when 
politicians had joined the PTI in droves — some had 
joined on plain instructions, while others had to face 
intervention by ‘mehkma zaraat’. They acknowledge 
this is the first round of pressure and only the weak-
est or those rejected by the party in nominations for 
election have defected from the party.

“The PTI does expect more coercion methods to 
be employed to force more legislators to jump ship 
and be in the safe hands of the establishment,” a 
party leader says.

Commending all the party members who resisted 
and survived the ‘extreme pressure’, PTI Chairman 
Imran Khan expressed his sympathies to all those  

Only the rejected ones quit PTI, 
May 9 attacks mere excuse
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Says person’s gender 
must conform to 
biological sex, can’t 
be changed at will   

By Nasir Iqbal 

ISLAMABAD: The Federal 
Shariat Court (FSC) has 
struck down a law aimed at 
protecting transgender peo-
ple’s rights, declaring that 
some of its provisions were 
against Islamic injunctions.

Acting FSC Chief Justice Dr 
Syed Muhammad Anwer and 
Justice Khadim Hussain on 
Friday announced the rese-
rved verdict on a set of peti-
tions challenging the Trans-
gender Persons (Protection of 
Rights) Act 2018.

The Shariat court declared 

that Section 2(f) (definition of 
‘gender identity’), Section 2(n)
(iii) (definition of ‘Transgender 
Person’), Section 3 (recognition 
of the identity of a transgender 
person), and Section 7 (right to 
inherit) of the act were against 
the injunctions of the Holy 
Quran and Sunnah.

Detractors have blamed 
the law for allegedly having 
the potential to legally recog-
nise gay and lesbian rights in 
the name of transgender peo-
ple’s rights.

In the 108-page judgement, 
the court concluded that the 
use of the term “transgender” 
for gender identity based on 
self-perceived identity, con-
trary to the biological sex of 
the person, was against the 
injunctions of Islam.

The court said it arrived at 
the conclusion after hearing 
the arguments of the parties 
and experts at length and 

reviewing the research and 
other material provided by 
the parties.

“We have come to the con-
clusion to first declare that 
according to Islamic injunc-
tions as laid down in the 
Quran and Sunnah, the gen-

der of a person is subject to 
the biological sex of a person, 
therefore, the gender of a per-
son must conform to the bio-
logical sex of a person,” it said.

The court elaborated that 
many Islamic commands and 
acts of worship — such as 
salat (prayers), fasting, Haj 
and the distribution of inher-
itance — were subject to the 
biological sex of a person and 

not the gender.
It noticed that in Section 2(n) 

of the act, five different terms 
— namely intersex, eunuch, 
transgender man, transgender 
woman, and khawajasira — 
had been included in one defi-
nition of “transgender person”.

“Whereas, the terms 
Intersex, eunuch and khawa-
jasira refer to biological varia-
tions in sex characteristics of a 
person that do not fit into male 
or female classification, while 
‘transgender man’ and 
‘transgender woman’ refer to 
individuals whose self-per-
ceived gender identity differs 
from the sex they were 
assigned at birth or from the 
sex they have biologically,” 
the court said.

It said that combing these 
terms was the main cause of 
confusion and conflation 
about the law. The Islamic 
injunctions recognised the 

existence of intersex people, 
the judgement said, adding 
that Islamic law and jurispru-
dence provided an intersex 
person with all rights men-
tioned in the act.

Similarly, Islamic injunc-
tions also recognised the exist-
ence of eunuch people, also 
called khawajasira, a term the 
law said was wrongly placed in 
Section 2(n)(iii) instead of 
Section 2(n)(ii), it said.

It said Section 2(n)(ii) of the 
act was not against the injunc-
tions of Islam but needed clar-
ity, as according to Islamic 
injunctions, a person could not 
undergo castration to become 
eunuch at his will, it said, add-
ing: “It is only allowed on 
medical requirements and on 
medical grounds.”

However, Section 2(n)(iii) 
was against Islam because 
many Islamic obligations 
depended on the biological sex 

of a person, which could not be 
based on the innermost feel-
ings of a person or self-per-
ceived identity about his or her 
“gender” being different from 
the sex they were assigned at 
birth, the court said.

Referring to Section 3, 
which allows a person to get 
their “gender identity” 
changed from the biological 
sex in identity documents like 
the CNIC and driving licence, 
the judgement said allowing 
any person to change their 
gender according to their 
inner feelings or self-per-
ceived identity would create 
many serious religious, legal 
and social problems in society.

For instance, under Section 
3, a person who was biologi-
cally male could have the gen-
der identity of a “transgender 
woman” and thus could legally  

FSC strikes down transgender law for being ‘against Islam’
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LAHORE: Commissioner of Lahore division Mohammad Ali Randhawa (centre) and other officials of the 
Punjab government arrive at PTI Chairman Imran Khan’s residence, on Friday.—M. Arif / White Star

By Wajih Ahmad Sheikh 

LAHORE: In a significant judgement, 
the Lahore High Court (LHC) on Friday 
set aside decisions of the Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) and the 
National Assembly (NA) speaker to 
accept the resignation of 72 PTI lawmak-
ers from Punjab, effectively paving the 
way for their return to the house. 

The decision was announced by 
Justice Shahid Karim on the petitions 
filed by PTI leaders Shafqat Mahmood 
and Riaz Ahmad Fatyana. 

While reacting to the court ruling, 
PTI Chairman Imran Khan said party 
members would return to the National 
Assembly to raise the issues of alleged 
human rights violations and attempt to 
crush PTI but he himself would not go to 
the house as it has “lost its political and 
legislative relevance for the country”. 

The judge directed the lawmakers  
to personally appear before the 
speaker to withdraw their resignations 
and also directed the speaker to decide 
the matter after personally hearing 
each member. 

The group was among those who 
resigned en masse after Mr Khan was 
ousted from power as a result of a no-
confidence motion in 2022.  

Talking to the media, PTI Senator 
Barrister Syed Ali Zafar said the MNAs 
could now go back to the National 
Assembly and perform their constitu-
tional duties. 

Earlier, in his concluding arguments 
before the court, Mr Zafar stated that 
the MNAs had resigned en masse on the 
party’s directions only to force the gov-
ernment to hold fresh elections. 

He added that the petitioners had in 
fact withdrawn their resignations on tele-
vision and also informed the speaker in 
writing about their decision. The lawyer 
argued that the speaker cannot accept the 
resignation of any MNA without following 
the constitutional procedure which has 
been upheld in several decisions by the 
Supreme Court and high courts. 

He pointed out that masse resigna-
tions could not be accepted and each 
MNA had to submit handwritten resigna-
tion. To verify the resignations, the 
speaker must hear each lawmaker per-
sonally to ascertain whether their deci-

sion was voluntary or under duress. 
He said the speaker had earlier 

assured a delegation of PTI that he would 
call lawmakers individually to verify the 
resignations. 

Mr Zafar claimed that the speaker 
backtracked from his stated position 
after PTI lawmakers announced their 
intentions. 

The coveted return

For months after the collective resig-
nations of its lawmakers, the PTI kept 
claiming that the decision was to force 
general elections. 

But over time, the party’s leadership 
had a change of mind as they started hint-
ing at their return to the house. This was, 
in some ways, due to the fact that the 
masse resignations left the field open for 
the government, posing no real challenge 
to its attempt to draft and pass legislation. 

In addition, the opposition leader must 
be consulted by the prime minister on 
appointments to key constitutional posi-
tions, such as the chairman of the National 
Accountability Bureau or the chief elec-
tion commissioner, and even the selection 
of an interim caretaker set-up. 

The party also seemed to realise that 
the seat of the opposition leader was also 
too big a price to be left to a lawmaker 
visibly “pliant” to the government. 

Moreover, the person in this position 
also enjoys certain privileges. For exam-
ple, there is a convention that the opposi-
tion leader must be given the floor when-
ever they ask for it. This makes it very 
difficult for the government to ‘shut 
down’ criticism from the opposition. 

After they resigned en masse, NA 
Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf, in scat-
tered moves, accepted the resignations 
of over 120 PTI lawmakers. 

If all PTI lawmakers, whose de-notifi-
cation have been suspended by the LHC 
decided to return, and provided that the 
speaker makes no attempt to thwart 
their participation in house proceedings, 
they can claim the seat of the opposition 
leader based on their majority. 

Resignations, speaker and courts

On July 28, 2022, the speaker accepted 
the resignations of 11 PTI lawmakers. 
They were subsequently de-notified by  

LHC ‘paves way’ 
for PTI members’ 
return to NA
• Sets aside ECP’s de-notification, speaker’s decision to 
accept resignations 
• Judge directs 72 lawmakers from Punjab to personally 
appear before speaker to withdraw resignations 
• PTI chief himself won’t go to house
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Blast leaves seven 
injured; Siraj’s 
vehicle partially 
damaged 

By Saleem Shahid

QUETTA: Jamaat-i-
Islami (JI) emir Sirajul 
Haq narrowly escaped a 
suicide attack that tar-
geted his convoy in 
Balochistan’s Zhob dis-
trict on Friday. Seven peo-
ple were injured in the 
incident.

Officials said the JI 
emir’s vehicle was tar-
geted when he was travel-
ling with party workers to 

Zhob town from Quetta to 
address a public meeting 
arranged by the Jamaat’s 
provincial leadership.

Sirajul Haq, a former 
provincial minister, rema-
ined unhurt, said Zhob 
Comm issioner Saeed 
Ahmed Umrani. The com-
missioner confirmed that 
it was a suicide attack.

The party’s meeting 
went ahead as scheduled 
despite the incident. “I am 
not afraid of death. The 
decision of my life and 
death rests with Allah,” 
Mr Haq later told the par-
ticipants.

When the JI emir had 
reached near Zhob, many 
party workers welcomed 
him. The convoy left for 
Zhob town after a brief 

stay, but when it was near 
a post of Paistan customs, 
the blast occurred close to 
Mr Haq’s vehicle.

“The suicide bomber 
blew himself up near Mr 
Haq’s vehicle when the 
convoy was travelling 
towa rds its destination,” 
security officials said, quo-
ting eyewitness accounts.

“The body of the sus-
pected suicide bomber 
was found at the site,” 
Sher Ali Mandokhail, a 
senior police officer in 
Zhob, said, adding that 
the vehicle of Jamaat-i-
Islami’s emir was partly 
damaged in the incident. 

The people wounded in 
the explosion were taken  

JI emir escapes suicide 
attack in Zhob 
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Shariat court’s decision 
termed ‘attack on human 
rights of transgender 
persons’: Page 4

• Punjab govt decides to devise own strategy to arrest ‘arsonists’; six 
more suspects held  • PTI chief says search should be done as per LHC 
guidelines  • Police mount vigilance around ex-PM’s Banigala residence 


