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SPORTS

‘In the right place’
Oregon’s future in the Pac-12 is murky, but AD Rob 
Mullens is confident the Ducks will find the right fit.   B1

HOMES & GARDENS

The other Japanese Garden 
Thanks to volunteers, Gresham’s Japanese Garden is 
thriving on a small island in Main City Park.   C4

Julia Silverman   The Oregonian/OregonLive

In nonpartisan school board races across Oregon this 
spring, particularly in the Portland-area exurbs, candi-
dates backing a nationally field-tested Republican strat-
egy calling for more parental control of school curricu-
lum and materials largely came up short. 

Prime examples were in Canby and Newberg, on the 
fringes of the Portland metro area, which have been 
home to politically charged battles over banning books 
and Black Lives Matters signage. Voters largely lined up 
behind candidates who rallied behind protections for 
LGBTQ+ students’ rights and the ability of educators 
to teach freely about the country’s complicated history 
with race. 

Voters in the large districts of Salem, Hillsboro and 
Bend also elected progressive candidates championing 
equity initiatives and free access to information over 
opponents calling for back-to-basics approaches to aca-
demics and discipline and more parental control.  

Julie Marsh, a professor of education and public pol-
icy at the University of Southern California, said the 
trend isn’t only hitting Oregon.  

She said the failure of a so-called “red wave” to mate-
rialize nationally last November, plus school board elec-
tion results in the suburbs of Chicago and Milwaukee,

MAY ELECTION

‘Culture wars’ 
candidates for school 
boards mostly lost   

Oregon is reaping benefits from its 
especially rainy April. But while drought 
conditions in the state have improved, 
they are not expected to end for at least 
another year.

“It will take more than one above-av-
erage wet year to remove drought across 
most of the state,” said Erica Fleishman, 
professor at the Oregon Climate Change 
Research Institute for Oregon State Uni-
versity. “Central Oregon is very likely to 

remain in drought status at least until next 
winter; that’s not going to alleviate.”

So far during this water year — which 
runs from Oct. 1 to Sept. 30 — Oregon has 
measured 32.29 inches of precipitation, 
which is close to the 30-year average of 37.09, 
said meteorologist Rebecca Muessle of the 
National Weather Service in Portland. And 
the state could still hit that average.

“We had a very wet June last year, so 
we can’t say that won’t happen again this 
year,” Muessle said.

A near-average water year, of course, is 
not a cure-all for an entrenched drought.

More than half the state remains in 
moderate to extreme drought conditions, 
according to the U.S. Drought Monitor, a 
partnership of the University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln, the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, and the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration.

WATER WOES

Drought persists in more 
than half of Oregon

Mount Hood, seen from 
North Portland after a 
record February snow-
storm. Mountain snowpack 
increased throughout the 
spring, and it remains 
above average in some 
places. In Northern Oregon 
and the Central Cascades, 
current snowpack run-
off measures about 12-13 
inches total, when the aver-
age is about 5-10 inches, 
according to Chris Burling 
of the National Weather 
Service.   Mark Graves, staff

Multiyear water deficits 
wont subside for at least 
another year, despite 
healthy snowpack

Lisa Moreno    The Oregonian/OregonLive

Maxine Bernstein    The Oregonian/OregonLive

Multnomah County Circuit Judge Marilyn Litzen-
berger was barred from hearing most serious felony 
cases for several years after the District Attorney’s Office 
in 2009 started filing affidavits claiming she wasn’t 
impartial.

In Washington County, now-Senior Circuit Judge 
James Lee Fun Jr. was restricted from handling any fel-
ony cases for about eight months, also resulting from 
affidavits submitted by multiple deputy district attor-
neys.

And in rural Union and Wallowa counties, Circuit 
Judge Wes Williams cannot preside over any crimi-
nal and juvenile delinquency cases based on motions 
from the respective district attorneys in those counties. 

That’s lasted about three years.
“Doesn’t matter what the facts are. Doesn’t matter what 

the charge is. Doesn’t matter that he’s hearing criminal 
cases in other counties,” said Williams’ wife, Jennifer 
Schemm Williams, a retired lawyer who used to work in 
a law practice with her husband until he sought a seat on 
the bench and was elected in November 2018.

Troubled that a single prosecutor can disqualify a 
judge from hearing a broad swath of cases without hav-
ing to explain why, Williams has set out to change the law. 
She joined with a group of retired senior judges and some 
other lawyers to try to limit such sweeping disqualifica-
tions through Senate Bill 807.

OREGON LEGISLATURE

Bill targets what some call ‘bullying’ of judges 
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