
A
t 83, retired teacher Jean Turner still loves to get down and

dirty in the garden. Her yard is an oasis of apple blossoms,

birds and daff�odils. h Turner said she inherited her green

thumb from her grandmother, who helped start the Seal

Rock Garden Club on the Oregon Coast back in 1948. h “The ladies were

real diff�erent then,” Turner said. “They wore gloves. They wore long,

usually fl�oral kinds of dresses. Scarves. Oh and a hat. It’s diff�erent than

now. We show up in Levi’s.” h This spring, as people across the Pacifi�c

Northwest plant their perennials, members of the Seal Rock Garden

Club are also celebrating their 75th anniversary. That’s a long time for a

little gardening club.

Back in 1948, stores were far and few
between, and growing things along the
coast required local knowledge, hence
the need for a gardening club.

The Seal Rock group started in the
era when World War II rationing was
fading and fridges were coming into
vogue. Local clubs were also becoming
more popular, and any club worth its
salt had to have a location.

In 1950, Seal Rock members noticed
the U.S. Forest Service was auctioning
off� some huts that had been used to
house conscientious objectors. Turner
said the club held a fundraiser to buy
one. Her grandmother set up a tent,
dressed in robes and told fortunes.

“People would come in, and she’d
pour them a cup of tea. And when they
were done, she’d take the tea cup and
turn it upside down on something
white. And she would tell them their
fortune,” Turner said, laughing. “Read
those tea leaves.”

In the end, the club raised enough to
win the auction at $306, $1 more than
the next highest bid.

The building had to be cut into
pieces, hauled to Seal Rock on trucks
and nailed back together. But Turner
believes that little yellow clubhouse,
right next to the fi�re station on Highway
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PORTLAND – Oregon elections offi�-
cials have fi�ned the Democratic Party
of Oregon $15,000 for wrongly report-
ing the source of a hefty campaign do-
nation last year. 

The Secretary of State’s Offi�ce said
it also plans to monitor the party’s fi�-
nancial disclosures to ensure cam-
paign fi�nance laws are being followed.
The offi�ce initially proposed fi�ning the
party $35,000 after a three-month in-
vestigation but lowered the amount in
a settlement agreement, Oregon Pub-
lic Broadcasting reported.

If the party doesn’t comply with the
settlement’s oversight requirements,
it could face a fi�ne up to $50,000.

The investigation did not fi�nd clear
evidence that the Democratic Party of
Oregon knew the true donor when
they reported the contribution last
year, elections offi�cials said. The probe
determined that the party could have
taken more care with its compliance. 

The state took a closer look at the
$500,000 contribution in question af-
ter The Oregonian/OregonLive report-
ed it didn’t come from cryptocurrency
startup Prime Trust, as reported by the
party in campaign fi�nance fi�lings. The
donation actually came from Nishad
Singh, a former executive at the dis-
graced cryptocurrency exchange FTX.

The party corrected its report after
the Oregonian/OregonLive asked
about it repeatedly.

Brad Martin, the party’s executive
director, said in an email that the case
“boiled down to an individual lying
about a donation and the DPO making
the correct information available as
soon as it learned about the donor’s lie.”

On Thursday, the Oregon Elections
Division said it would refer an investi-
gation into Singh’s actions to the state
Department of Justice for review and
possible criminal prosecution for mak-
ing a contribution in a false name.
Making a campaign contribution un-
der a false name is a felony in Oregon.
Oregon has no campaign fi�nance lim-
its for state political races and causes,
and Singh could have given the
$500,000 to the state party in his own
name.
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The driver involved in a crash that
killed seven people on Interstate 5 on
Thursday afternoon is being charged for
allegedly driving under the infl�uence of
intoxicants, according to Oregon State
Police.

Lincoln Smith, 52, of California, was

arraigned on Friday at the Marion Coun-
ty Court Annex for charges including
manslaughter, DUI, reckless driving and
assault. 

How police say the crash occurred

Police said at about 2 p.m. Thursday
Smith’s 18 wheeler left the northbound
lane of Interstate 5 near the Santiam
rest stop. 

His truck hit a Ford Econoline van
with 11 people inside. The impact
pushed the van into the trailer of anoth-
er 18 wheeler. The driver of the other
truck was not injured.

A district attorney said witnesses
said the truck had been weaving on and
off� the road and hit the van without ap-
plying the brakes. 

Driver in I-5 crash that killed 7 faces DUI charges
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“As we grow

older, nobody

wants to bend

over all

afternoon in

that garden,”

she said. “ It’s

kind of nice to

walk up to it

and not have

to do a deep

bend in the

knees and

then try to

get up after

four hours.”
Carrie Davis
Seal Rock Garden Club
member


