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Tulsa World

OKLAHOMA CITY — For weeks,
lawmakers have said this year’s bud-
get agreement depended on getting
a common education deal to the
governor.

That happened Friday.
Without much muss or fuss, the

House and Senate gave final passage
to five House and four Senate bills
that together form the $625 mil-
lion package announced last week.
The bills next go from the Capitol’s
fourth floor legislative chambers
to Gov. Kevin Stitt’s second-floor
office.

Also,House Speaker Charles Mc-
Call, R-Atoka, released his hold on
House Bill 1934, which would au-
thorize tax credits ultimately worth
as much as $200 million to private
school and home school households.

Stitt is expected to sign the leg-
islation, having already given the
agreement his blessing.

“Every year, our constituents tell
us they want to see additional in-
vestments into public education,”
said McCall, who in previous years
has blocked attempts to subsidize
private education. “With the im-
plementation of this year’s educa-
tion plan, the Legislature will have
invested more funding into public
education in the past five years than
in the previous 27 years combined.”

Senate President Pro Tem Greg
Treat, who often seemed the odd
man out in the negotiations with

Education
measures
sent to
governor

CARMEN FORMAN
Tulsa World

OKLAHOMA CITY — An in-
ternational green energy com-
pany is expected to announce

next week that it will open a so-
lar panel manufacturing facility at
the Tulsa Port of Inola, Gov. Kevin
Stitt said Friday.

The new manufacturing plant
is expected to result in at least
1,500 new jobs.

Stitt signed legislation
Wednesday to create a $218.6 mil-
lion incentive package for Italian
company Enel, which already has

offices in Oklahoma City and op-
erates 11 wind farms in the state.

In a news conference, Stitt said
he’s “really, really excited” about
the proposed development. Stitt
said he recently spoke with the
company’s CEO, who also ex-
pressed excitement about ex-
panding Enel’s footprint in Okla-
homa.

“It is over $1 billion worth of

investments and over 1,500 jobs,”
Stitt said. “When you put those
together, that’s the largest (eco-
nomic development project) in
state history.”

The governor signed Senate Bill
1177, which creates the Perform
Act, forming the basis for the new
economic development incentive.

TIM STANLEY
Tulsa World

The lone survivor from a trio be-
lieved to be behind the 23-year-old
double homicide of two adults and

disappearance of two teenage girls is
now free.

Ronnie Dean Busick, 71, was released
Friday morning from the Oklahoma
Department of Corrections’ Lexington
Correctional Center after serving 2½
years of a 10-year sentence.

Busick, who was convicted of ac-
cessory to murder, remains the only

person ever held responsible in the
disappearance of 16-year-olds Lau-
ria Bible and Ashley Freeman and the
murders of Freeman’s parents, Danny
and Kathy Freeman, on Dec. 30, 1999,
outside of Welch. Authorities believe
that the girls also were murdered, and
periodic searches for their bodies are
still ongoing.

The other suspects in the case,
Warren Phillip Welch II and David A.
Pennington, died before they could be
charged.

Busick was released between
6:30 a.m. and 6:45 a.m. Friday, DOC
spokeswoman Kay Thompson said.

Man convicted in Welch case released from prison

KEVIN CANFIELD
Tulsa World

The Tulsa Police Department
received fewer complaints in 2022
than in the previous year, but the
number of formal investigations

based on those complaints in-
creased over that time period,
according to the agency’s annual
Internal Affairs report released
this week.

During the same time period,
the number of disciplinary actions
taken by Chief Wendell Franklin
against Tulsa Police Department
staff decreased from 66 to 51. The
2022 figures do not include 23
cases still pending.

Franklin, who was named police
chief in January 2020, said he’s
optimistic about the direction of
the Police Department while ac-
knowledging that not every officer
is a fan of the policies he’s imple-
mented to ensure discipline and
accountability.

“You know, one thing that I
heard a lot of in my early days was
that ‘it depends on who you are
determines what kind of discipline

you get.’ And that was something
that was said across our depart-
ment,” Franklin said. “And when
I became chief, I wanted to make
sure that, no, it doesn’t matter
who you are; the discipline is go-
ing to be the same based on what
you did. And so that’s how I’ve
operated.

“Now, some of those that were,
you know, talking about the dis-
parate discipline, now have shifted

around and it comes back that, ‘oh,
this guy is too tough on officers.’

TPD releases IA report

Solar plant to announce plans, Stitt says

Report shows decrease
of complaints, increase
of investigations
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the data on 2022 uses
of force from Tulsa
Police Department,
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MOMENTS IN TULSA: A PHOTO SERIES BY TULSA WORLD PHOTOGRAPHERS

G.I. Justin fists bumps 4-year-old Cole Constance after he defeated El Sharko Loco during a lucha libre wrestling match at the Elote Cafe on Cinco
de Mayo. Some of my favorite assignments as a photojournalist have been at professional wrestling matches because of their mix of sport and
theater. I chose this moment because it shows the fan interaction aspect of wrestling that isn’t always possible in larger sporting events. — Daniel
Shular, Tulsa World staff photographer

Port of Inola facility
expected to bring at
least 1,500 jobs

Mother of girl missing since
1999 says she’ll be watching
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