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FORECAST: D4

Today
MOSTLY SUNNY, CLEAR 
TONIGHT: 69/48

Sunday
PARTLY SUNNY, 
WARMER: 78/54

Monday
SUNNY TO PARTLY 
CLOUDY, NICE: 78/57

CLEVELAND 
FOOTBALL 
LEGEND DIES

SPORTS EXTRA
A look at the life of Jim Brown, 
the Browns great who became a 
movie star and civil rights icon.

LOCAL
Kids share projects, 
skills learned at 
the ‘Be the Change’ 
youth summit
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AFTER THE GAME
Get next-day 
coverage of 
Reds home 
games in the 
ePaper. The 
Cardinals arrive 
Monday.

DIGITAL GAMES
Start playing at 
Games.Springfield 
NewsSun.com

TODAY’S 
EXPLAINER
Birth control 
pills may soon 
be available 
over the 
counter.

THIS WEEK

SUNDAY
Sharing stories 
of success  
and resiliency  
from the class  
of 2023

WRIGHT-PATTERSON

By Thomas Gnau
Staff Writer

Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base is poised to get a new 
space-focused intelligence 
mission and 90 new personnel 
in the process, the Air Force 
announced.

Wright-Patterson is expected 
to host a new unit, the 76th 
Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance Squadron, 
after an environmental impact 
analysis this summer, gaining 
about 90 new personnel, the 
Air Force said.

The squadron wi l l  be 
expected to execute intelli-
gence, surveillance and recon-
naissance data across orbits 
and terrestrial environments, 
fusing data from fielded sen-
sors in a current and future 
space surveillance network to 
identify adversary capability, 
the Air Force said in a release 
late Wednesday.

The squadron will bring 
almost 90 new personnel 
to Wright-Patterson and is 
expected to reach full opera-
tional capability in 2025.

“The expected basing of the 
76th Intelligence, Surveillance,  
and Reconnaissance squad-
ron is yet another indica-
tor of Wright-Patt’s status 
as the flagship installation 
of the Air Force’s and Space 
Force’s Air and Space Intelli-
gence capabilities,” said U.S. 
Rep. Mike Turner, R-Dayton, 
who is chairman of the House 
Select Permanent Committee 
on Intelligence. “As adversar-
ies continue to invest in ways 
to challenge U.S. interests,  

Space continued on A5

Squadron 
focused 
on space 
coming 
to base  
Wright-Patt’s newest 
mission due to bring 
90 new personnel. 

NEWS-SUN IN-DEPTH

By Vicky Forrest
Contributing Writer

Sometimes those who have 
been scam victims don’t share 
their stories.

Sometimes they don’t want 
family members to ever know 
that they were swindled out of 
money. Sometimes they are very 
embarrassed they were too trust-
ing of a stranger.

Sometimes — much like victims 

of sexual assault, spousal abuse 
and child abuse — they blame 
themselves and feel unworthy of 
compassion or sympathy.

This isn’t one of those times. 
Ona Heath is willing to talk about 
her experience in hopes it will 
serve as a warning to others.

It’s been years since the 75-year-
old Springfield native received a 
phone call and request for help 
that has served as a lasting warn-
ing ever since.

At the time of the call, Heath 
was the perfect victim for a scam 
artist to exploit.

She had lost her husband of 
47 years just a year or so before 
she received the call. She was 
still grieving and adjusting to 
life without the man she’d mar-
ried at age 17.

She was sympathetic to and 
vulnerable to someone with a 
story as full of sorrow as her own.

“A person called on the phone 
and said he needed money. He 
was begging for my help,” Heath 

Scam victim continued on A5

Springfield scam victim shares cautionary tale
Ona Heath speaks out in hopes others can benefit 
from what happened to her after husband’s death.

Following her 
husband’s 
death, 
Springfield 
resident Ona 
Heath was 
sympathetic  
and 
vulnerable 
to a caller on 
the phone 
with a story 
as full of 
sorrow as her 
own.
BILL LACKEY /

STAFF

OUR TOP STORY

Staff Reports

Hundreds of workers were 
busy at work Thursday night on 
second shift at the DMAX engine 
plant in Moraine when at least 
12 guns shots rang out, instantly 
stopping production and creat-
ing chaos in the plant.

The shooting — which stemmed 
from a feud between two men 
over a woman — left a Dayton 
man dead and injured another on 
the busy operations floor where 
DMAX diesel engines are pro-
duced, Moraine police said.

The Montgomery County 
Coroner’s Office identified the 
deceased as 28-year-old Jeffrey 
James Allen III, Moraine police 
Sgt. Andy Parish said during a 
press conference Friday. Allen was 
pronounced dead at the scene.

Two other people were injured 
in the shooting, including the 
suspect, who shot himself in the 

head. He had surgery Thursday 
night and is in stable but critical 
condition, Parish said.

A second shooting victim had 
non-life-threatening injuries. Two 

other people reported injuries 
unrelated to the shooting.

Moraine police and fire depart-
ments responded around 9 p.m. 
to the DMAX plant on Dryden 
Road on a report of an active 
shooter. Crews arrived within 
minutes and quickly determined 
the active threat was over, Par-
ish said.

A 911 call indicated hundreds 

Shooting continued on A5

Shooting horrifies 
workers at plant  

DMAX employee killed, 
2 hurt, including the 
suspect, who shot self.

A large police presence responded to the DMAX plant in Moraine on Thursday evening after a reported 
shooting. JEREMY KELLEY/STAFF

ALSO INSIDE
 » Experts and employers 

discuss workplace safety 
after Moraine shooting, A5
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DMAX workplace 
shooting
Moraine Police said a 
man shot another 
man on an assembly 
line inside the DMAX 
plant on Dryden Road 
in a dispute over a 
woman. The man died 
and another person 
was injured. The 
suspect went outside 
the plant and shot 
himself, police said.
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detailed

Timely news updates
Our newsletters come straight from the newsroom into your email inbox. Whether it’s
news to start your day or updates in the afternoon and evening, we keep you informed
and connected.

Sign up at SpringfieldNewsSun.com/newsletters


