
Legendary Browns running back Jim Brown

stood atop a stage on June 21, 2016, in down-

town Cleveland and handed the Larry O’Brien

trophy to LeBron James while the Cavaliers cel-

ebrated the end of the city’s nearly 52-year title

drought amid a sea of fans. h The moment be-

tween Brown and James symbolized a passing

of the torch between the iconic players most re-

sponsible for Cleveland’s two major profes-

sional sports championships in the past six

decades. h Memories from the championship

parade came fl�ooding back Friday afternoon

when Brown’s wife, Monique, announced the

news of his death. She said Brown died Thurs-

day night at the age of 87. h “Jim Brown is the

Cleveland Browns and our thoughts and pray-

ers are with his wife, Monique, his children and

entire family as well as all those who mourn

this immense loss,” Browns owners Dee and

Jimmy Haslam said in a statement.

TOP: Brown carries the ball against the New
York Giants on Nov. 14, 1965. The No. 6 overall
pick in 1957, Brown rushed for 12,312 yards in
nine seasons for the Cleveland Browns,
leading the NFL in eight seasons. The
three-time MVP died Thursday. AP FILE
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Football legend, NFL
Hall of Famer dies

Nate Ulrich Akron Beacon Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK

ABOVE: Jim Brown and LeBron James
celebrate the Cavaliers’ NBA championship
during a parade in 2016. KEN BLAZE/USA TODAY FILE
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NORTH CANTON −� Dogwood Pool
will open at least a week later this year
because of delays in repairing the pool
liner, which has been leaking, a city of-
fi�cial said Thursday.

Dogwood Pool had been scheduled
to open May 27.

Instead, it will not open for the sum-
mer until June 3 at the earliest, said
Patrick DeOrio, the city’s director of
administration. And that’s a best-case
scenario. He said a repair technician
failed to show up as expected on May
12. If he doesn’t appear to fi�x the liner
by today, the opening could be further
delayed. 

“It’s going to take time to fi�gure out
what our options are. We hope in the
meantime, they do show up on the
26th to start this repair,” DeOrio said,
adding that pool members “need to
know that now so they can make alter-
native plans for their weekend.”

DeOrio estimated that it would take
three days for the technician to fi�x the
liner. It would then take at least two
days to fi�ll the 700,000-gallon pool.
And then it would take at least another
three days to heat the pool. 

About 2,000 families and individ-
uals have pool passes for this season,
which ends on Labor Day on Sept. 4.

DeOrio said the city would likely
provide refunds and credits to reduce
the cost of the passes depending on
how long the pool’s opening is delayed.
He said Dogwood Pool’s eight to 10 life-
guards who work for YMCA of Central
Stark County, would likely be tempo-
rarily reassigned to work at another
YMCA location.
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Guardians’ starting rotation
presents diffi�cult decisions
SPORTS, 1B

Some Kent State University and
University of Akron leaders are voicing
concerns as a proposal to restrict di-
versity eff�orts at Ohio’s public colleges
and universities gets closer to becom-
ing law.

The Republican-controlled Senate
voted 21-10 this week in support of
Senate Bill 83, which would restrict
mandatory diversity training, ban fac-
ulty strikes and penalize professors
who fail to create classrooms free from
bias. Supporters say the measure is
needed because they believe Ohio’s
educational institutions have gone
“too far to the left.”
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