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GOOD NEWS
Family from Puerto 
Rico buys its first 
house with help of  
the Salvation Army

FORECAST: D4

Today
MOSTLY SUNNY, CLEAR 
TONIGHT: 69/48

Sunday
PARTLY SUNNY, 
WARMER: 78/54

Monday
SUNNY TO PARTLY 
CLOUDY, NICE: 78/57

DIGITAL GAMES
Start playing at 
Games.Journal-
News.com

THIS WEEK

SUNDAY
How Butler 
County plans  
to spend the 
rest of its COVID 
relief funds 

CLEVELAND 
FOOTBALL 
LEGEND DIES

SPORTS EXTRA
A look at the life of Jim Brown, 
the Browns great who became a 
movie star and civil rights icon.

AFTER THE GAME
Get next-day 
coverage of 
Reds home 
games in the 
ePaper. The 
Cardinals arrive 
Monday.

TODAY’S 
EXPLAINER
Birth control 
pills may soon 
be available 
over the 
counter.

In the past year, over 7,000 children were treated 
for a behavioral health crisis at Dayton Children’s.

By Samantha Wildow
and Jen Balduf
Staff Writers

After two years of decline, Ohio 
saw an increase in the number 
of deaths by suicide in 2021, the 
Ohio Department of Health said 
in a new report.

Suicide deaths in Ohio increased 
in 2021, the most recent year 
that data is available, by 8% over 
the previous year to 1,766. How-
ever, the number of deaths stayed 

below the 10-year high of 1,836 
suicide deaths reported in 2018.

“Suicide is a human tragedy, 
and any increase is of course 
deeply concerning,” said ODH 
Director Dr. Bruce Vanderhoff.

Death by suicide 
impacting youth

Suicide in 2021 was the 12th 
leading cause of death overall in 
Ohio, and was the second lead-
ing cause of death among Ohio-
ans ages 10 to 34.

Dayton Children’s Hospital 
saw an increase in mental health 
concerns in children prior to the 
pandemic starting. The limits on 
social gatherings that COVID-19 
placed on people exacerbated 
what children were experienc-
ing, said Dr. Mary Beth DeWitt, 
chief of child psychology at Day-
ton Children’s.

“Many children really use their 
peer group and that connectiv-
ity to help with their coping, 
and during the pandemic, we 
shut down some of those things, 
which really took a toll on a lot 
of our kids’ mental health,” said 
DeWitt.

The increases in deaths by sui-
cide are disproportionately rep-
resented in some groups more 
than others. 

Girls, along with children who 
have concerns about their gender 
identity, tend to be affected more 
often, DeWitt said.

“At Dayton Children’s, we’re 
seeing increases in presentations 
to the emergency department 
for suicidal ideation, for depres-
sion and mental health concerns,” 
DeWitt said.

Over the past year, more than 
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Deaths by suicide spiked amid the pandemic

OUR TOP STORY

By Michael D. Pitman
Staff Writer 
and Jeff Archible 
TVHamilton

Three sixth grade students from Riverview Ele-
mentary in Hamilton saw a need in their commu-
nity and did something about it.

In Jefferson Park in the Jefferson neighbor-
hood, it was noticed there was no place to sit. So 
with the help of the staff at Riverview Elemen-
tary, they landed a 17Strong nano-grant to have 
three picnic tables constructed: two adult-sized 
and one kid-sized.

“It is awesome to get to see this project through 

Tables continued on A5

3 Hamilton 
students fix  

a need at park 

Riverview sixth graders get help 
from the school’s staff and 17Strong.

Three Riverview Elementary students led with an idea to get picnic tables at Jefferson Park through a 
17Strong nano-grant. TVHAMILTON

The students and Riverview Elementary staff 
talk about the Jefferson Park picnic table 
efforts. journal-news.com

WATCH ONLINE

CLOSER LOOK

By Denise G. Callahan
Staff Writer

The city of Monroe is “cut-
ting out the middleman” by 
turning over fire and EMS dis-
patching to the Butler County 
Sheriff’s Office, but the switch 
could cause delays if people 
try to use the direct number 
instead of 911.

The city posted the change 
on Facebook and warned there 
could be delays if people still 
try to dial the 10-digit num-
ber instead of calling 911. Fire 
Chief Dave Leverage told the 
Journal-News there are busi-
nesses and residents who use 
the direct line instead of 911, 
so they asked them to stop to 
avoid delays.

He said if they call the other 
number now, their dispatch 
center will have to route calls 
to the county dispatchers.

“To keep people from doing 
that from now on, creating a 
delay, we wanted to make sure 
everyone knew to just dial 
911,” Leverage said. “That’s 
the best way to get us out to 
your location the quickest.”

Monroe is a secondary 
dispatch center that doesn’t 
receive calls directly from the 
911 system, the calls come into 
the sheriff where they were 
routed back to the city for dis-
patching. The police calls will 
still go back to Monroe, but 
the sheriff is going to handle 
fire dispatching now.

After the agreement was 
sealed with the county com-
missioners in December, Mon-
roe City Manager Bill Brock 
told the Journal-News this “cuts 
out the middleman” which is 
a good thing, plus they don’t 
have dedicated staff to deal 
with 911 medical emergencies 
so this eliminates calls bounc-
ing back and forth.

“In emergency situations 
fire and EMS every second 
counts,“ Brock said. “So we’re 
just making sure we’re get-
ting those calls through and 
those individuals dispatched 
as quickly as possible.”

He said they were not con-
sidering turning the whole the 
dispatch operation over to the 
sheriff, “nothing that’s bub-
bled up, nothing that there’s 
a need there.”

Brock couldn’t be reached 
for comment, but Sheriff ’s 
Chief Deputy Anthony Dwyer 
said there still isn’t a plan to 
take over all of Monroe’s dis-
patching.

Dwyer said it has taken some 
time to get the service switch in 
place, “we had to put all these 

Monroe continued on A5

Monroe 
makes 
change 
with fire, 
EMS calls 
People should dial 
911 instead of the old 
10-digit number.  
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