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LOCAL
Hamvention 
expected to draw 
large crowds from 
around the world

 Saturday 
 May 20, 2023 

FORECAST: D6

Today
MOSTLY SUNNY, CLEAR 
TONIGHT: 69/48

Sunday
PARTLY SUNNY, 
WARMER: 78/54

Monday
SUNNY TO PARTLY 
CLOUDY, NICE: 78/57

DIGITAL GAMES
Start playing at 
Games.Dayton 
DailyNews.com

THIS WEEK

SUNDAY
There’s so much 
more to the Air 
Force Museum 
than guests ever 
get to see

CLEVELAND 
FOOTBALL 
LEGEND DIES

SPORTS EXTRA
A look at the life of Jim Brown, 
the Browns great who became a 
movie star and civil rights icon.

AFTER THE GAME
Get next-day 
coverage of 
Reds home 
games in the 
ePaper. The 
Cardinals arrive 
Monday.

TODAY’S 
EXPLAINER
Birth control 
pills may soon 
be available 
over the 
counter.

ONLY IN THE DAYTON DAILY NEWS

By Thomas Gnau
Staff Writer

Building a home to modern 
design and manufacturing is chal-
lenging enough. But building that 
during a global pandemic, when 
your business is receiving record 
customer orders, while improv-
ing costs and safety milestones?

Phil Wickler, chief transfor-
mation officer for GE Aerospace, 
pronounced the achievement 
“miraculous.”

“This is a culmination of years 
of hard work,” Wickler said Fri-
day before opening his compa-
ny’s new 280,000-square-foot 

Research Boulevard production 
facility.

GE Aerospace celebrated the 
plant Friday, welcoming guests 
and employees to mark the 
moment when the company 
consolidated several local sites 
to unite design, engineering and 
manufacturing functions under 
one roof. About 400 people work 
at the building.

Before the facility was built 
in the Miami Valley Research 
Park, GE leased four buildings 
and owned three in the Beaver-
creek area. Company leaders said 
in late 2020 and early 2021 that 
they intended to sell off some 

properties and exit leases of other 
buildings.

“This is one of our only sites 
in the world where we have our 
product management team, our 
engineering team and our supply 
chain team under one roof,” Wick-
ler said. “Because the only way 
you can win is with a cross-func-
tional team.”

Motorists passing by the plant at 
4230 Research Blvd. Friday after-
noon might have seen a GE9X 
commercial jet engine on a truck 
flatbed parked in the plant’s park-
ing lot. That engine — the most 
powerful commercial jet engine 
in the world, according to GE’s 

tests at its Peebles, Ohio facility 
— has several components that 
were designed and made in Bea-
vercreek.

“The work completed here was 
outstanding, and I’m truly hon-
ored to have been a part of that 
process,” said Brian Debruin, 
site leader at the plant.

It’s no accident the plant is 
in Beavercreek. The site traces 
its history to Ervin Nutter, who 
started an aviation business in 
that community in 1950. Nutter’s 
Elano Corp. had 600 employ-
ees in 1985 when he sold it to 

Facility continued on A8

GE Aerospace celebrates new production facility

OUR TOP STORY

Staff Reports

Hundreds of workers were 
busy at work Thursday night on 
second shift at the DMAX engine 
plant in Moraine when at least 
12 guns shots rang out, instantly 
stopping production and creat-
ing chaos in the plant.

The shooting — which stemmed 
from a feud between two men 
over a woman — left a Dayton 
man dead and injured another on 
the busy operations floor where 
DMAX diesel engines are pro-
duced, Moraine police said.

The Montgomery County 
Coroner’s Office identified the 
deceased as 28-year-old Jeffrey 
James Allen III, Moraine police 
Sgt. Andy Parish said during a 
press conference Friday. Allen was 
pronounced dead at the scene.

Two other people were injured 
in the shooting, including the 
suspect, who shot himself in the 

head. He had surgery Thursday 
night and is in stable but critical 
condition, Parish said.

A second shooting victim had 
non-life-threatening injuries. Two 
other people reported injuries 
unrelated to the shooting.

Moraine police and fire depart-
ments responded around 9 p.m. 
to the DMAX plant on Dryden 
Road on a report of an active 
shooter. Crews arrived within 
minutes and quickly determined 

the active threat was over, Par-
ish said.

A 911 call indicated hundreds 
of employees came running out 
of the building.

Crews found the suspect out-
side the plant with a gunshot 
wound to the head, the sergeant 
said. Officers and paramedics 
found the two shooting victims 
inside.

Shooting continued on A8

Shooting horrifies 
workers at plant  

DMAX employee killed, 
2 hurt, including the 
suspect, who shot self.

A large police presence responded to the DMAX plant in Moraine on Thursday evening after a reported 
shooting. JEREMY KELLEY/STAFF
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DMAX workplace 
shooting
Moraine Police said a 
man shot another 
man on an assembly 
line inside the DMAX 
plant on Dryden Road 
in a dispute over a 
woman. The man died 
and another person 
was injured. The 
suspect went outside 
the plant and shot 
himself, police said.
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detailed

By Eileen McClory 
and Samantha Wildow
Staff Writers

After police revealed details 
from Thursday’s shooting 
at the DMAX Plant at 3100 
Dryden Road in Moraine, 
including that it was part of 
a “domestic-related feud,” 
experts said employers and 
those experiencing domestic 
violence should know how to 
protect themselves.

According to police, two 
men — the shooter and Jef-
fery James Allen III, who was 
killed in the incident — were 
involved in an altercation over 
a woman. A third unidentified 
man was also taken to the hos-
pital with non-life-threatening 
injuries. The shooter has not 
yet been identified because 
he has not yet been formally 
charged with a crime.

Mass public shootings most 
frequently happen at places of 
work and commerce, accord-
ing to the Violence Project, a 
non-profit research center. 
In a study of 194 mass shoot-
ings from 1966 to present, 
25 happened at a factory or 
a warehouse.

The YWCA of Dayton said 
managers should be willing to 
work with employees expe-
riencing violence at home. 
The Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration said 
it will investigate the work-

Safety continued on A8

Workplace 
safety in 
spotlight 
following 
shooting

If you are in a domestic 
violence situation, seek 
help. Call the YWCA 
Dayton at 937-222-SAFE 
(7233) or chat encrypted 
on the YWCA Dayton’s 
website. In Butler County, 
call 800-618-6523.

NEED HELP?

Timely news updates
Our newsletters come straight from the newsroom into your email inbox. Whether it’s
news to start your day or updates in the afternoon and evening, we keep you informed
and connected.

Sign up at DaytonDailyNews.com/newsletters


