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THIS IS A LIMITED TIMEOFFER.Minimum amount required to open Certi�cate of Deposit account is $250. In order

to obtain the disclosed Annual Percentage Yield a minimum daily balance of $250.00 is required. The Annual

Percentage Yield is accurate as of October 18, 2022. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal.

Fees may reduce the earnings on the account. Rates are subject to changewithout notice.

Visit one of our locations or

www.f�orain.bank
440-282-6188
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DOMINATION
Avon boys cruise to district title in track and field,

SPORTS, C1

RIB COOK-OFF
Memorial Day event returns  
to Berea, ACCENT, B6

Dave O’Brien
The Chronicle-Telegram

The Lorain County Board Commis-
sioners on Friday passed a resolution 
setting up a public comment policy 
for its future meetings.

The vote was 2-0, with Commis-
sioners David Moore and Jeff Riddell 
voting yes. Commissioner Michelle 
Hung was absent from Friday’s meet-
ing.

The commissioners said the public 
participation policy would help keep 
public comments on track and ger-
mane to county business, and put a 
stop to personal attacks, grandstand-

ing and politically motivated speech.
“We want people to come in and 

speak,” Moore said. “We welcome 
people to come in and speak.

“We’re not looking to stop people 
from their First Amendment rights. 
In fact we welcome people’s input,” 
Moore said, “but what we’re not going 
to tolerate is people come up here and 
shred other citizens of this county. 
Keep it directed to the three of us or 

maybe our staff. That’s fine. But when 
you start attacking other people, we’ll 
have some issues.”

Riddell agreed.
“What we did experience in some 

recent weeks was people wanting 
to get up and speak to things that 
had nothing to do with the action of 
the board or the employees of the 
county, and we just don’t think that’s 
an appropriate place to do that and it 
demeans the seriousness of the other 
people who come before the com-
mission to speak and do the county’s 
business,” Riddell said.

The only member of the public to 
speak at Friday’s meeting was Brian 

Barker of Amherst.
Barker, a union member who has 

commented before the board several 
times this year, said he just wanted to 
make sure the board’s policy was in 
keeping with Robert’s Rules of Order 
for parliamentary procedure.

He asked the board members 
to “please don’t become what you 
despised. When you were on the other 
side of it, you didn’t like it very well.”

Barker also asked the board to “con-
sider for the public that everybody 
has their ample time to speak.”

The new rules require members of 
the public to sign up with their name 
and address at least five minutes 

before board meetings and state the 
purpose of their comments.

It limits to two minutes the amount 
of time allowed to speak on a topic, 
though that may be extended if the 
president of the board allows it. That 
is Moore for the remainder of 2023. 

The board has two public comment 
periods at each meeting this year: one 
at the start to comment on the public 
agenda and a second to comment on 
board action at the end.

Contact Dave O’Brien at (440) 329-7129 or 

dobrien@chroniclet.com. Follow him on Twitter 

@DaveOBrienCT.

Rules changed on public comment

Carissa Woytach
The Chronicle-Telegram

ELYRIA — Shayne Edwards 
was looking forward to a road 
trip to West Virginia with his 
family. 

The 14-year-old had gone 
up to bed on a September Sun-
day, before coming back down 
to remind his mom, Kristin 
Thacker, to be sure to wake 
him up in the morning. 

“I said ‘Why would I do that, 
Shayne? You know I’m going to 
wake you up.’”  

But when Thacker opened 
the door to her middle son’s 
room early Sept. 12, she found 
him dead from a gunshot 
wound to the chest. 

“When I found my son, I 
knew it was the beginning of 
a totally different life,” she 
said. “The worst heartbreak of 
my entire life — I was just so 
shocked. I didn’t know what 
to do. I just kept thinking to 

myself, ‘How am I going to live 
without him?’” 

Shayne was looking for-
ward to finally being at Elyria 
High School with his brother, 
Kamron Thacker, 16, and 
was always known to be the 
first one up in the morning, 
Thacker said, helping wake up 
his older brother and younger 
sister, Zah’Niyah Edwards, 13. 

Shayne was a freshman and 
was already looking forward 
to walking across the stage at 
graduation as part of the class 
of 2026. 

It’s the little things she 
misses, she said. The things 
she’s still expecting to happen 
that won’t anymore. 

She said when she saw other 
fatal shootings in the news, her 
heart broke for the mothers 
of those lost. Her first thought 
used to be “I could never imag-
ine,” she said. 

Mom starts 
nonprofit in 
honor of son

PHOTO PROVIDED

Shayne Edwards’ mother, Kristin Thacker, has launched 
a nonprofit organization that provides support to others 
touched by gun violence in her son’s memory.

Scott Petrak
The Chronicle-Telegram

Jim Brown was Superman on the 
field.

He outran and ran over defenders. His 
chiseled body seemed indestructible, as 
he never missed a game in a nine-year 
Hall of Fame career. More than 60 years 
after retiring, he’s still considered the 
greatest running back of all time.

Brown, viewed as the best player in 
Browns history, died Thursday night at 
age 87. His wife announced the news 
Friday afternoon on Instagram.

“He passed peacefully last night at 
our LA home,” Monique Brown wrote. 

“To the world, he was an activist, actor, 
and football star. To our family, he was 
a loving and wonderful husband, father, 
and grandfather. Our hearts are bro-
ken…”

When it came to football, Brown 
defined greatness and rewrote the 
record book.

“He was bigger and faster and stron-
ger than everybody on the field,” NBA 

Hall of Famer and fellow social activist 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar said in the NFL 
Network documentary “A Football Life.”

Brown’s legacy is complex and com-
plicated.

He had a long acting career, which 
contributed to his early retirement at 
30 years old, was active in the commu-
nity and an advocate for racial justice. 
He also faced several accusations of 
violence toward women and served a 
short jail sentence after being convicted 
of misdemeanor vandalism for smash-
ing his wife’s car with a shovel in 1999.

NFL all-time great gained fame, notoriety off field  
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Jim Brown, 1936-2023

AP FILE 

Jim Brown, center, picks up a trophy presented by NFL Commissioner Paul Tagliabue to the members of 
Cleveland Browns 1964 championship team at Severance Hall in Cleveland in  2004. At left is Bernie Parish 
and at right Paul Wiggin.

‘I want to keep his memory alive’
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