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Top four hitters
lead STVM to win
SPORTS, 1C

Robert DeJournett, a business con-
sultant and senior pastor at St. Ash-
worth Church of God in Christ, wasn’t
surprised to get yet another call from
Akron’s presumptive mayor, Sham-

mas Malik.
Shammas has been

seeking advice from De-
Journett on race rela-
tions and other sensi-
tive issues for years.
What surprised DeJour-
nett was that a week af-
ter winning the May 2

primary, Malik wanted him to help
build the next city administration.

“He didn’t know if I voted for him or
not,” DeJournett told the Beacon Jour-

Malik
meeting
with his
advisers
Presumptive mayor
builds transition team
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DeJournett

Some Kent State University and
University of Akron leaders are voicing
concerns as a proposal to restrict di-
versity eff�orts at Ohio’s public colleges
and universities gets closer to becom-
ing law.

The Republican-controlled Senate
voted 21-10 this week in support of
Senate Bill 83, which would restrict
mandatory diversity training, ban fac-
ulty strikes and penalize professors
who fail to create classrooms free from
bias.

Supporters say the measure is
needed because they believe Ohio’s
educational institutions have gone 

What new
higher ed
bill could
mean 
Kent State, University 
of Akron face impacts
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Legendary Browns running back Jim Brown
stood atop a stage on June 21, 2016, in downtown
Cleveland and handed the Larry O’Brien trophy to
LeBron James while the Cavaliers celebrated the
end of the city’s nearly 52-year title drought amid a
sea of fans.

The moment between Brown and James sym-
bolized a passing of the torch between the iconic
players most responsible for Cleveland’s two major
professional sports championships in the past six
decades.

Memories from the championship parade came
fl�ooding back Friday afternoon when Brown’s wife,
Monique, announced the news of his death. She

said Brown died Thursday night at the age of 87.
“Jim Brown is the Cleveland Browns and our

thoughts and prayers are with his wife, Monique,
his children and entire family as well as all those
who mourn this immense loss,” Browns owners Dee
and Jimmy Haslam said in a statement. 

Brown’s legacy is immense, albeit complicated
because of his history of alleged violence against
women. 

Drafted sixth overall out of Syracuse University
by the Browns in 1957, Brown earned a Pro Bowl se-
lection in each of his nine NFL seasons. He was
fi�rst-team All Pro and led the league in rushing in
eight of those seasons. He won the Associated
Press Most Valuable Player award three times —
1957, when he also claimed NFL Off�ensive Rookie of 

Jim Brown carries the ball against the New York Giants on Nov. 14, 1965, in Cleveland. The No. 6 overall
pick in 1957, Brown rushed for 12,312 yards in nine seasons for the Browns, leading the NFL in eight
seasons. The three-time MVP walked away from his career at its peak to pursue acting. AP FILE

Jim Brown’s legacy
Cleveland Browns legend and NFL Hall of Famer has died at the age of 87
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A West Market Street lounge that’s
been a Highland Square landmark and
part of Akron’s underground music
scene for more than 50 years is facing
eviction and may close Saturday.

Annabell’s Bar & Lounge, located at
784 W. Market St., has until Tuesday to
vacate the premises, according to Akron
Municipal Court documents. 

Richfi�eld Properties LLC, the owner
of the property, fi�rst fi�led an eviction no-
tice in January claiming that William
Reynolds, owner of Annabell’s, had
failed to pay rent since September 2022. 

Reynolds told News 5 Cleveland Fri-
day afternoon that Annabell’s is sched-

Annabell’s in danger of eviction Tuesday
Highland Square music
landmark could close
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Patrons walk into Annabell’s at
Highland Square on Aug. 14, 2015, in
Akron. AKRON BEACON JOURNAL FILE PHOTO


