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PRO  FOOTBALL  HALL  OF  FAMER  JIM 
BROWN,  87,  AN  UNSTOPPABLE  RUNNING 
BACK  WHO  RETIRED  AT  THE  PEAK  OF 
HIS  CAREER  TO  BECOME  AN  ACTOR  AND 
CIVIL  RIGHTS  ADVOCATE,  HAS  DIED.      B1

LOSS OF 
A LEGEND

On Staten Island, there was a 

59% increase from 2021 to 2022.

Paul Liotta   pliotta@siadvance.com

Retail theft complaints have almost 
doubled in the past five years, according to 
city officials, and Mayor Eric Adams this 
past week announced a new crackdown to 
combat the trend.

Adams said that last year 327 repeat 
offenders were responsible for 30% of the 
more than 22,000 retail thefts across the 
city — a 45% increase from 2021 and a 77% 
increase from 2018, according to city data.

The mayor’s plan includes several 
pieces focused on preventing people from 
committing retail theft in the first place, 
and taking enforcement action on those 

who do.
“Shoplifters and organized crime rings 

prey on businesses that have already taken 
a hit due to COVID-19, but, with this com-
prehensive plan, we’re going to beat back 
on retail theft through a combination of 
law enforcement, prevention and inter-
vention,” Adams said.

“This plan will help us invest in diver-
sion programs and in underlying factors 
leading to retail theft, works upstream to 
stop some of the factors leading to a crime 
before one takes place, trains retail work-
ers in de-escalation tactics and secu-
rity best practices, and takes numerous 
actions to increase necessary enforce-
ment against repeat shoplifters and deter 
organized crime rings perpetrating these 
thefts. Most importantly, this plan aims 
to reassure our store owners that we know 
they are essential to our city, and we have 

their backs,” he added.
Included in the prevention part of the 

plan are two new diversion programs 
that allow non-violent offenders to avoid 
prosecution or incarceration through ser-
vices to help address underlying factors 
that lead to shoplifting. These measures 
are: the installation of resource kiosks in 
stores to connect individuals in need to 
critical government resources and social 
services, and a new employee training 
program.

On the enforcement side, the city 
will set up a new program aimed at bet-
ter tracking repeat offenders, establish a 
neighborhood retail watch for businesses 
in close proximity to one another, advo-
cate at the state and federal level for new 
online sale verification procedures to bet-
ter prevent the sale of stolen items, and

GRYMES HILL

Wagner College graduates 684 students

The college years can be daunting even under the best of circumstances, but the Wagner College Class of 2023 had 

to show a monumental degree of resilience to make it to Friday’s commencement. The world entered the grip of 

the pandemic during their freshman year but their experiences will serve as a valuable lesson for the future, they 

were told. “Things might not always be going right for you,” noted commencement speaker and NFL coach Lou 

Anarumo, himself a Wagner alum. “That’s when you gotta pick yourself up, dust yourself off, and get back into the 

fight, whatever that fight or that race may be.” See Page A4 for more.    Jan Somma-Hammel, Staten Island Advance 

Dr. Marion Wilson is praised 

for her leadership amid an 

ongoing investigation by the 

city Department of Education.

Erik Bascome   tbascome@siadvance.com

Various community groups are throw-
ing their support behind Staten Island 
schools superintendent Dr. Marion Wil-
son amid an ongoing hate crime inves-
tigation stemming from threats she 
received after “fake” accusations that she 
wrote racially charged text messages.

On Thursday evening, the Staten 
Island chapter of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple (NAACP) held a rally outside Corporal 
Thompson Park in West Brighton, with 
dozens showing their support for Wilson.

“We’re here to say, Dr. Wilson, we know 
you’re working for our children. Dr. Wil-
son, we know you love our children,” said 
Staten Island NAACP Education Chair 
Cheryl McMillan. “We will stand with 
you as you continue to rise in spite of 
whatever’s going on ... We’re here for you 
and, make no mistake about it, this will 
not stop until the hatred stops.”

Dr. Shawn Landry, program direc-
tor at the College of Staten Island’s Lib-
erty Partnerships Program, stated: “She 
is supportive. She is looking to bring our 
district to the forefront and allow our 
students to compete through diversity, 
equity and inclusion of all students. With 
her here our students have the ability 
and opportunity to reach their academic 
potential.”

Those in attendance commended the 
work that Wilson has done for the district 
and spoke to the importance of support-
ing Black educators.

“It took us almost 67 years to get a 
superintendent of color on Staten Island, 
and we’re very proud of that,” said Staten 
Island NAACP President Ed C. Josey. 
“It has been very encouraging to a lot of 
young folks to see a Black superintendent 
that they may one day become.”

“When I was a kid going to school at PS 
1 in Tottenville, Tottenville High School

WEST BRIGHTON

Community 
rallies around 
superintendent

WASHINGTON

Debt limit talks resume 
Debt limit talks resumed at the 
U.S. Capitol late Friday, a sudden 
turnaround after negotiations came to 
a standstill earlier in the day.   A7

NEW YORK

Jordan Neely laid to rest
In the polarizing wake of Jordan Neely’s 
chokehold death at the hands of a 
fellow subway rider, there has been a 
“distortion of values,” Rev. Al Sharpton 
said Friday at Neely’s funeral.   A9

NEW YORK CITY

Mayor launches crackdown on retail theft 

SEE RETAIL THEFT, A8

SEE SCHOOLS SUPERINTENDENT, A3
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