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As Jakarta, the capital of Indonesia, sinks into the sea, the president has embarked on a mission
to construct a new capital some 800 miles away on the island of Borneo. Pages A10-14.

Building a Capital From Scratch

WASHINGTON — Former
Senator Tom Harkin, Democrat
of Iowa, has put on a suit nine
times since 2014, when he retired
after serving in Congress for 40
years. He counts.

He spends much of his time in
the Bahamas now, where he sails
and rarely looks back at his

years in the Senate with any
wistfulness.

“People hang on because they
want to get something else
done,” he said in an interview
last year, “but that’s the story of
life, isn’t it?”

Giving up the power, perks and
prestige of serving in Congress,
while confronting the reality that
everyone is ultimately replace-

able, isn’t always so easy. And
politics at its highest levels tends
to attract people who consider
their job their identity — Senator
Dianne Feinstein refers to hers
as a “calling” — and who are
afflicted with an inability to
imagine a life after giving it up.

History is littered with law-
makers who have stayed around
well past their primes; assur-
ances from former colleagues
like Mr. Harkin that there’s a nice
life to be had on the other side
can fall on (sometimes literally)
deaf ears.

Strom Thurmond, the South
Carolina Republican, famously 

After So Many Years at the Levers of Power, a Struggle to Let Go
By ANNIE KARNI CONGRESSIONAL MEMO
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For Ron DeSantis, Sunday, Feb.
19, was the start of another busy
week of not officially running for
president.

That night, he left Tallahassee
on a Florida hotelier’s private jet,
heading to Newark before a meet-
and-greet with police officers on
Staten Island on Monday morn-
ing. Next, he boarded a twin-jet
Bombardier to get to a speech in
the Philadelphia suburbs, before
flying to a Knights of Columbus

hall outside Chicago, and then
home to his day job as governor of
Florida.

The tour and others like it were
made possible by the convenience
of private air travel — and by the
largess of wealthy and in some
cases secret donors footing the
bill.

Ahead of an expected White
House bid, Mr. DeSantis has relied
heavily on his rich allies to ferry
him around the country to test his
message and raise his profile.
Many of these donors are familiar
boosters from Florida, some with
business interests before the
state, according to a New York
Times review of Mr. DeSantis’s
travel. Others have been shielded
from the public by a new nonprof-
it, The Times found, in an arrange-
ment that drew criticism from
ethics experts.

Mr. DeSantis, who is expected 

Donors Help
DeSantis Stay
Frequent Flier

By ALEXANDRA BERZON
and REBECCA DAVIS O’BRIEN
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In the frantic days before Amer-
ican diplomats evacuated their
Khartoum embassy under dark-
ness by helicopter last month, one
crucial task remained.

Armed with shredders, sledge-
hammers and gasoline, American
officials, following government
protocols, destroyed classified
documents and sensitive equip-
ment, officials and eyewitnesses
said. By the time Chinook helicop-
ters carrying commandos landed
beside the embassy just after mid-
night on April 23, sacks of shred-
ded paper lined the embassy’s
four floors.

But the piles also contained pa-
perwork precious to Sudanese cit-
izens — their passports. Many
had left them at the embassy days
earlier, to apply for American vi-
sas. Some belonged to local staff
members. As the embassy evacu-
ated, officials who feared the pass-
ports, along with other important
papers, might fall into the wrong
hands reduced them to confetti.

A month later, many of those Su-
danese are stranded in the war
zone, unable to get out.

“I can hear the warplanes and
the bombing from my window,”
Selma Ali, an engineer who sub-
mitted her passport to the U.S.
Embassy three days before the
war erupted, said over a crackling
line from her home in Khartoum.
“I’m trapped here with no way
out.”

It wasn’t only the Americans:
Many other countries also
stranded Sudanese visa appli-
cants when their diplomats evacu-
ated, a source of furious recrimi-
nations from Sudanese on social
media. But most of those coun-
tries did not destroy the pass-
ports, instead leaving them locked
inside shuttered embassies — in-
accessible, but not gone forever.

Of eight other countries that an-
swered questions about the evac-
uation, only France said it had
also destroyed the passports of 

Fleeing Envoys
Trap Sudanese
In a War Zone

By DECLAN WALSH
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Jim Brown, the Cleveland
Browns fullback who was ac-
claimed as one of the greatest
players in pro football history, and
who remained in the public eye as
a Hollywood action hero and a civ-
il rights activist, though his name
was later tarnished by accusa-
tions of violent conduct against
women, died on Thursday night at
his home in Los Angeles. He was
87.

His family announced his death
on Friday on Instagram.

Playing for the Browns from
1957 to 1965 after earning all-
American honors at Syracuse
University in football and la-
crosse, Brown helped take Cleve-
land to the 1964 National Football
League championship.

In any game, he dragged de-
fenders when he wasn’t running
over them or flattening them with
a stiff arm. He eluded them with
his footwork when he wasn’t
sweeping around ends and out-
running them. He never missed a
game, piercing defensive lines in
118 consecutive regular-season
games, though he played one year
with a broken toe and another
with a sprained wrist.

“All you can do is grab, hold,
hang on and wait for help,” Sam
Huff, the Hall of Fame middle line-
backer of the Giants and the
Washington team, now the Com-
manders, once told Time maga-
zine.

Brown was voted football’s
greatest player of the 20th cen-

tury by a six-member panel of ex-
perts assembled by The Associ-
ated Press in 1999. A panel of 85
experts selected by NFL Films in
2010 placed him No. 2 all time be-
hind the wide receiver Jerry Rice
of the San Francisco 49ers.

He was inducted into the Pro

Football Hall of Fame in 1971, the
Lacrosse Hall of Fame in 1984 and
the College Football Hall of Fame
in 1995.

Brown was still in top form and
only 30 years old when he stunned
the football world in the summer 

JIM BROWN 1936-2023

A Football Great and a Civil Rights Champion
By RICHARD GOLDSTEIN

Jim Brown on the sideline during a game in Cleveland in 1963.
TONY TOMSIC VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS
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HIROSHIMA, Japan — Presi-
dent Biden told U.S. allies on Fri-
day that he would allow Ukrainian
pilots to be trained on American-
made F-16 fighter jets, moving to-
ward letting other countries give
the planes to Ukraine — a major
upgrade of the Ukrainian military
and a sharp reversal.

Since Russia launched its full-
scale invasion of Ukraine 15
months ago, officials in Kyiv have
pleaded for advanced warplanes
to overcome Russian air superi-
ority. But Mr. Biden had resisted,
concerned that the jets could be
used to hit targets deep inside
Russia, and prompt the Kremlin to
escalate the conflict. Pentagon of-
ficials have said that other weap-
ons, especially air defenses, were
needed more urgently, and the
high cost of the F-16s could
squeeze out other matériel.

But several European countries
that belong to the NATO alliance
and have F-16s in their arsenals
have called for an international ef-
fort to provide the training and
transfer of their jets to Ukraine.
Doing so would require American
permission, because the weapons
were first sold to them by the
United States. Though not the
most advanced U.S. fighter, the
F-16 carries powerful radar that
can spot targets from hundreds of
miles away and modern missiles
and other technology that Ameri-
can officials do not want duplicat-
ed or falling into hostile hands.

Mr. Biden told other leaders of
the Group of 7 nations, the world’s
wealthiest democracies, of his de-
cision on pilot training, opening a
path to supplying Ukraine with
fighter jets, at their summit meet-
ing in Hiroshima, Japan.

Jake Sullivan, the national secu-
rity adviser, said Saturday morn-
ing in Hiroshima that the United
States and its allies would discuss
in the coming months how to sup-
ply Kyiv with the jets themselves.
The United States is not expected,
at least under current plans, to
send its own F-16s.

“I welcome the historic decision
of the United States and @POTUS
to support an international fighter
jet coalition. This will greatly en-
hance our army in the sky,” Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky of
Ukraine, who is expected to ad-
dress the Group of 7 this weekend,
wrote on Twitter.

In a joint statement, the allied
leaders said they were committed
“to continuing our security assist-
ance to Ukraine as it defends itself
against Russia’s aggression, tai-
loring our support to Ukraine’s
needs.” The group vowed to pro-
vide “financial, humanitarian,
military and diplomatic support 

BIDEN WILL ALLOW
ALLIES TO DELIVER

F-16s TO UKRAINE

NO LONGER RELUCTANT

U.S. Approves Training
of Pilots but Will Not 

Send Its Own Jets

This article is by David E. Sanger,
Jim Tankersley, Michael Crowley
and Eric Schmitt.
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SURPRISE VISIT Ukraine’s presi-
dent urged Arab nations in person
to stand with him. PAGE A5

Hundreds gathered to mourn Jordan
Neely, the man who was choked to
death on the subway. PAGE A15
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Somber Day in Harlem
Jibz Cameron, who performs as Dy-
nasty Handbag, is the creative force
behind “Titanic Depression.” PAGE C1

ARTS C1-6

Near, Far and Now in Brooklyn
The P.G.A. Championship, played in
meteorologically challenging western
New York, is a test for even the most
skilled forecasters. PAGE B7

SPORTS B6-10

Waiting on the Weather

The Manhattan district attorney’s office
is considering a new round of charges
against Allen H. Weisselberg. PAGE A16

New Trouble for Trump Ally
The novelist Salman Rushdie, who was
gravely wounded at a literary event last
year, opened with a joke. PAGE C1

Surprise Guest at PEN Gala
When Mari Sandoz fled the Sandhills of
Nebraska, she reluctantly found fertile
creative ground in Lincoln. PAGE C7

TRAVEL C7-8

A City She Loved to Hate

At least 14 died and thousands were
homeless as some areas got half of their
annual rainfall in 36 hours. PAGE A9

Floods Ravage Northern Italy

The South Korean poet Hwang In-suk
gains inspiration from feeding stray
cats on late-night walks through Seoul.
The Saturday Profile. PAGE A4

INTERNATIONAL A4-14

Feelings and Furry Friends
The investment industry is plotting how
to incorporate tools like ChatGPT into
its products, but the input from a hu-
man adviser will still be needed to
provide personal advice. PAGE B1

BUSINESS B1-5

Financial Planning’s A.I. Future

Lisa Belkin PAGE A23

OPINION A22-23

The youth unemployment rate, which
spiked during the pandemic, reached a
record high this week. And 12 million
graduates are expected to enter the job
pool next month. PAGE B1

1 in 5 Young Chinese Is Jobless
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Today, cloudy skies, occasional rain,
high 68. Tonight, rain and drizzle
early, staying cloudy, low 57. Tomor-
row, sunshine returns, warmer, high
77. Weather map is on Page B12.


