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People rally in support of abortion rights July 2, 2022, in Kansas City, 
Mo. The first state to ban abortion after the U.S. Supreme Court over-
turned Roe v. Wade last June, Missouri could also potentially become 
the first state in the country where voters reverse an abortion ban, much 
to the chagrin of Republican anti-abortion lawmakers in the state’s 
General Assembly.

By Jonathan Shorman
and Kacen Bayless
The Kansas City Star (TNS)

As Missouri girds for an 
anticipated fight at the ballot 
box next year over an amend-
ment overturning its near-total 
abortion ban, some Republicans 
have begun saying they expect 
a majority of voters to support 
restoring access to the proce-
dure.

The stark admissions have 
also been accompanied by 
intense efforts to make it hard-
er for Missourians to amend the 
state constitution — an extraor-
dinary acknowledgment that the 
Republican-controlled Gener-
al Assembly must erode direct 
democracy in the state or risk 
decades of anti-abortion policy 
unraveling in a single election.

“I think we all believe that 
an initiative petition will be 
brought forth to allow choice,” 
House Speaker Dean Plocher, a 
St. Louis Republican, said Friday. 
“I believe it will pass. Absolutely.”

Plocher’s remarkable com-
ments come near the beginning 
of what is almost certain to be 
a furious 18-month race to the 
November 2024 general election, 
when an abortion rights amend-
ment is likely to appear if one 
qualifies for the ballot.

Missouri, the first state to ban 
abortion after the U.S. Supreme 
Court overturned Roe v. Wade in 
June 2022, could also potentially 
become the first state where vot-
ers reverse an abortion ban.

Ending the ban would be a 
seismic event in Missouri, open-
ing a path for the return of abor-
tion clinics after years of restric-

tions imposed by the General 
Assembly effectively whittled 
access down to a single location 
in St. Louis even before the ban, 
sending residents into Kansas, 
Illinois and elsewhere for the 
procedure.

Eleven amendments have 
been proposed so far that would 
allow various levels of abortion 
access and abortion rights sup-
porters are expected to seek 
signatures through an initiative 
petition to place at least one on 
the ballot. Republican lawmak-
ers have until then to pass an 
overhaul to the initiative peti-
tion process that would raise the 
threshold for passing an amend-
ment at a statewide vote — and, 
the thinking goes, place a victory 
out of reach for abortion rights 
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GOP’s lament: Mo. voters likely to reinstate abortion rights
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Aerin Agbilay, 18, a native of Hawaii, took the stage Monday at the Thomas & Mack Center during the College of Southern Nevada’s 
commencement ceremonies to deliver the class speech and accept her associate of art degree. Next week, she’ll have another graduation 
to attend: In this one, she’ll pick up her high school diploma.

By Grace Da Rocha
A version of this story was posted on lasvegassun.
com.

Having already secured a college 
degree, Aerin Agbilay will next earn her 
high school diploma.

Draped in a shining blue robe with 
gold, blue and white cords hanging off 
her neck, the 18-year-old took the stage 
Monday at the Thomas & Mack Center 
to deliver her class speech and accept an 
associate of art degree from the College of 
Southern Nevada. 

Soon, she’ll do it again, but with a high 
school diploma in her hands. 

Agbilay was one of 106 students who 
completed an associate degree from CSN 
and will also be graduating with a high 
school degree in the coming week, said 
Federico Zaragoza, the CSN president 
who presided over one of the school’s larg-
est graduating classes ever, with 3,830 
students earning degrees or certificates, 
according to college officials. 

“I’m proud of myself,” said Agbilay, 
a native of Hawaii. “It has been kind of 
hard, but I felt I had a lot of support sys-
tems. It’s not like you’re alone in it, so 
while it was hard for me, I think that the 
support systems around me really helped 
me balance them and find my priorities.”

She’s part of CSN High School, a 
dual-credit program that allows students 
in the Clark County School District to 

earn high school credits while also taking 
college-level courses. Incoming juniors 
and seniors in high school are allowed to 
apply as long as they’re on track to gradu-
ate, according to CSN. 

This program was launched from an 
agreement between CCSD and CSN to 
create a transitional program that would 
“provide a smooth transition from high 
school to college.” It now operates at 
three of CSN’s main campuses: the Hen-
derson, North Las Vegas and Charleston 
branches. 

Once accepted, students take core 
classes, like English and social studies, 
with a CSN High School teacher, then 
fill the rest of their schedule with college 
courses. 

All students at CSN High School 
don’t graduate with an associate degree, 
though. Students need to earn 60 college 
credits from about 20 classes to get the 
associate’s degree as well, CSN said. Over 
a third of graduates achieve this, they 
reported. 

CCSD covers fees and tuition for up to 
12 approved CSN credits a semester for 
all accepted students, though those who 
wish to take additional classes must pay 
out-of-pocket, according to the college’s 
website. Agbilay said she was able to get 
scholarships to help pay for her extra 
courses. 

In 2021, Agbilay received information 
in the mail from both Nevada State Col-
lege and CSN advertising their dual-cred-
it programs. At the time, Agbilay had 
just finished her sophomore year of high 
school at Northwest Career and Tech-
nical Academy, where she was studying 
mechanical engineering. 

But Agbilay said her eyes were imme-
diately drawn to the fact that the CSN 
High School pays for a student’s tui-
tion and fees. Many of the school’s other 
aspects began to interest her as well, 
including the prospect of having individ-
ualized support and more opportunities 
to make friends. 

“The way that they advertised, it was 
amazing,” Agbilay said. “I’ve seen that it 
wasn’t lies in their pamphlets — they talk 
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With college degree already 
in hand, teen now ready for 
her high school graduation

“I’m proud of myself. 
It has been kind of 
hard, but I felt I had 
a lot of support sys-
tems.”
— Aerin Agbilay, who this spring is 
recieving both her high school diploma 
and an associate of arts degree
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NEW YORK — One of former President 
Donald Trump’s longtime lieutenants, 
Allen Weisselberg, was recently released 
from the notorious Rikers Island jail com-
plex after pleading guilty to a tax fraud 
scheme. Yet Weisselberg’s legal troubles 
are far from over.

The Manhattan district attorney’s 
office is now considering a new round of 
criminal charges against Weisselberg, 75, 
and this time he could be charged with 
perjury, according to people with knowl-
edge of the matter.

The threat of new charges represents 
the latest effort in a two-year campaign 
to persuade Weisselberg to testify against 
Trump. And it comes at a crucial time, just 
weeks after District Attorney Alvin Bragg 
unveiled an indictment of the former pres-
ident.

Weisselberg has so far refused to turn 
against his former boss, but the prose-
cutors recently ramped up the pressure, 
warning his lawyers that they might bring 
the perjury charges if their client declined 
to testify against Trump, two of the people 
said.

The potential perjury charges stem 
from statements Weisselberg made under 
oath during a 2020 interview with the 
office of New York Attorney General Leti-
tia James, who was conducting her own 
separate civil investigation into Trump 
and his family business. It is not clear 
which part of his testimony raised red 
flags for prosecutors and James, or how 
Bragg might prove that Weisselberg inten-
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Allen Weisselberg, left, surrenders to 
authorities July 1, 2021, in New York. 
Weisselberg pleaded guilty to tax fraud, tes-
tified against the Trump Organization and 
served a 100-day jail sentence on Rikers 
Island. So far, though, the former CFO  has 
refused to turn against former President 
Donald Trump.

[See Trump, Page 5]
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