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Electricity rates in Northern Neva-
da are slated to go down 16% in July,
August, and September under fi�lings
submitted by NV Energy to the Public
Utilities Commission Monday. But a
spokesman for the PUC says the appli-
cations were insuffi�cient and are on
hold until the utility submits addition-
al documents. 

On Wednesday, shortly after they
were posted on the PUC website, the
agency briefl�y listed the applications
as completed and approved. They
were later removed from completed
dockets. A spokesman said the listing
was in error. 

NV Energy announced last week it
would “step in and deliver a solution”
from rising bills in the form of a tem-
porary rate cut. 

PUC spokesman Peter Kostes says
the commission wants to know “the
rate schedules that would result if the
Commission does not grant the utili-
ty’s request” to lower its deferred ener-
gy rate more than a quarter of a cent
from where it currently stands. 

Nevada law allows NV Energy to
modify its deferred energy rate by no
more than a quarter of a cent per kilo-
watt hour every three months. But the
law also allows the Public Utilities
Commission to approve quarterly rate
adjustments that exceed that maxi-
mum threshold.

“Additionally, the Commission
communicated to the utility the proce-
dural requirement that the request for
deviation be supported with informa-
tion necessary for the Commission to
evaluate whether there is good cause
for granting the request,” Kostes said.

Electric bills are largely determined
by two rates – the base tariff� energy
rate, calculated on the utility’s pur-
chased fuel and purchased power
costs on a 12-month average; and the
deferred energy adjustment, based on
the diff�erence between the company’s
actual costs for energy and its reve-
nues. 

If costs exceed revenue, the amount
under-collected from ratepayers is
factored into future rates. Conversely,
if revenue exceeds costs, the amount
over-collected is credited against the
under- collected amount or refunded
to ratepayers later.

See NV ENERGY, Page 2A
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A canopy of trees covers neighborhoods to the northwest of downtown Reno. GETTY IMAGES

A
nother ranking for best cities in the United States is out, giving Reno one

more opportunity to go toe-to-toe with other metro areas in the country.

h US News & World Report just released its list of Best Places to Live in

the U.S. in 2023-24, ranking 150 metro areas. h The report was released

on the same day as the Milken Institute’s 2023 Best-Performing Cities list, where

Reno ranked pretty high at 16th. h So how did Reno do in the US News & World Report

rankings? h Well, in the words of today’s youth, Reno did “aight.” h Reno ranked 79th

overall in the list with a score of 6.3 out of 10, which is about middle of the pack. To put

that in perspective, the No. 1 overall city – Green Bay, Wisconsin – scored 6.9 out of 10.

In short, while Reno’s ranking isn’t exactly great, it isn’t too bad, either. h If it’s any

consolation, Reno did much better than its cross-state rival. Las Vegas ranked 136th

out of 150 with an overall score of 5.7. Whatever US News & World Report’s equivalent

of the Fremont Cannon is, it’s apparently staying in Northern Nevada for now.

See BEST CITIES, Page 2A
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WASHINGTON – Former FBI employ-
ees accused the bureau of politicization
in congressional testimony Thursday, a
day after the agency disclosed that two
of the men had seen their security clear-
ances revoked over concerns about how
their views of the Capitol attack on Jan.
6, 2021, aff�ected their work. 

The three men alleged overreach and

retaliation by the FBI in testimony to a
special House committee investigating
what Republicans assert is the “weap-
onization” of the federal government
against conservatives.

“If you’re not politically correct ...
you’re not in line with what they think to
be the political position or the proper
position, you’re the target,” Rep. Jim
Jordan of Ohio, the Republican chair-
man of the committee, said in his open-
ing statement.

Former FBI employees Marcus Allen

and Steve Friend testifi�ed to the panel
just hours after the FBI informed Jordan
in a letter – obtained by The Associated
Press – that both men had been stripped
of security clearances after either attend-
ing the Capitol riot in 2021 or espousing
alternate theories about the attack.

A mob of pro-Trump rioters, some
armed with pipes, bats and bear spray,
charged into the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021,
quickly overrunning overwhelmed po-
lice offi�cers trying to keep them back.
More than 100 police offi�cers were in-
jured, many beaten, bloodied and
bruised. Over 1,000 people have been
prosecuted in the Jan. 6 attack on a

range of charges from low-level misde-
meanors for those who only entered the
Capitol to felony seditious conspiracy
charges against far-right extremists.

“My colleagues have brought in these
former agents, men who lost their secu-
rity clearances because they were a
threat to our national security,” said
Rep. Stacey Plaskett, the top Democrat
on the committee. “People who out of
malice or ignorance or both have put
partisan agenda above the oath they
swore to serve this country and protect
its national security.”

FBI employees allege retaliation
2 had clearances revoked over views on Capitol riot
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