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What we learned as 
Nuggets take 2-0 lead
SPORTS, 1B

NEW YORK – In an interview this
week, Twitter owner Elon Musk said
users making false claims of stolen
elections “will be corrected” on the plat-
form.

Prompted by a CNBC reporter for ex-
tra assurance that would happen, Musk
responded, “Oh yeah, 100%.”

Yet many such claims have thrived
on Twitter in the week since former

President Donald Trump spent much of
a CNN town hall digging in on his lie
that the 2020 election was “rigged”
against him. Twitter posts that ampli-
fi�ed those false claims have thousands
of shares with no visible enforcement, a
review of posts on the platform shows.

The contrast between Musk’s prom-
ise and the extent the claims are
spreading on Twitter underscores a ma-
jor challenge for social media compa-
nies trying to call out election conspira-
cy theories and falsehoods that Trump
and his supporters continue to pro-
mote. That will only grow as the nation 

False election claims
thrive on Twitter

Election falsehoods are thriving on Twitter after former President Donald Trump dug in on these claims at a CNN town
hall, despite Twitter owner Elon Musk’s insistence that false stolen-election claims on the platform “will be corrected.” An
analysis shows the 10 most widely shared tweets promoting a “rigged election” narrative in the fi�ve days after the town
hall have not been labeled or removed. JEFF CHIU/AP FILE

Despite Musk’s promises,
no enforcement visible

Ali Swenson
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See TWITTER, Page 3A

In an interview with CNBC’s David
Faber this week, Twitter owner Elon
Musk said users making false claims of
a stolen election “will be corrected” on
the platform in the lead-up to 2024.
MICHEL EULER/AP POOL

NEW YORK – Dancers at a Los An-
geles bar could soon become the only
unionized group of strippers in the
U.S. 

The Actors’ Equity Association la-
bor union says owners of the Star Gar-
den Topless Dive Bar in North Holly-
wood have withdrawn their opposition
and agreed to recognize the strippers’
union.

For 15 months, dancers at the club
have sought safer workplace condi-
tions, better pay and health insurance,
among other benefi�ts. But their union-
ization drive was stalled by objections
and legal challenges from the club’s
management.

The union announced this week
that management had agreed to a set-
tlement. A formal vote count by the
National Labor Relations Board was
set for Thursday. 

“We’re hoping what we’ve done to
unionize this club will have laid the
groundwork for any other stripper in
the country who decides that they
want to also have a voice in the way
their workplace is run,” Lilith, a dancer
at Star Garden, told The Associated
Press. Lilith asked not to be identifi�ed
by her legal name in this article, due to
fears of being harassed or stalked. The
AP is aware of her legal name.

After being certifi�ed, the Star Gar-
den dancers will join Actors’ Equity, a
union representing more than 51,000
workers in the entertainment industry
nationwide.

The Star Garden case is not the fi�rst
time strippers in the U.S. have sought
union recognition. In the late ’90s,
dancers at San Francisco’s Lusty Lady
organized the Exotic Dancers Union.
But that club was shuttered in 2013 –
so, if Thursday’s results are certifi�ed
by the NLRB as expected, the Star Gar-
den dancers will become the country’s 

LA dancers
to become
unionized
strippers
Bar owners settle after
15-month battle
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PHILADELPHIA – The Democrat
who will almost certainly become Phila-
delphia’s next mayor wants to hire hun-
dreds of additional police offi�cers to
walk their beats and get to know resi-
dents. She wants to devote resources to
recruiting more police and says offi�cers
should be able to stop and search pedes-
trians if they have a legitimate reason to
do so.

Those positions, particularly the
search policies that have been criticized
for wrongly targeting people of color,
would seem out of step in a progressive
bastion like Philadelphia. But Cherelle
Parker trounced her rivals in this week’s
mayoral primary with a message that
centered on tougher law enforcement to
combat rising crime and violence.

While local politics don’t always align
with the ideological divides that guide
the national debate, Parker’s victory of-
fers a fresh case study for Democrats as
they wrestle with how to approach the
issue of violent crime, which increased
in many U.S. cities during the pandemic

and continues to be top of mind for vot-
ers across the country. The issue has di-
vided Democrats from city halls to the
White House, particularly over how
much to rely on policing and incarcer-
ation to solve what many see as social
problems, such as drug abuse and
homelessness. 

Parker, a former state legislator and
city council member, argued that it’s a
false choice to decide between investing
in policing and addressing broader soci-
etal problems. 

“It is not either/or,” the 50-year-old
Parker said during the campaign.

That approach helped her defeat pro-
gressive rival Helen Gym by more than
25,000 votes. Gym, who advocated for
measures including stronger police
training and faster 911 response times,
was backed by Vermont Sen. Bernie
Sanders, I-Vt., and Rep. Alexandria Oca-
sio-Cortez, D-N.Y., and appeared with
the lawmakers at a rally on the eve of the
election. Gym and her supporters
blamed her loss, in part, on late attacks
funded by wealthy donors who opposed
her progressive policies.

The debate over policing intensifi�ed

in 2020 after the killing of George Floyd
by Minneapolis police prompted world-
wide protests about policing and calls to
defund police – a push that the GOP
used against Democrats in 2020 elec-
tions. While Democrat Joe Biden won
that year, some moderate Democrats
said the party wasn’t quick enough to
denounce it. 

In major U.S. cities that are Demo-
cratic strongholds, voters also have
been divided in recent years. 

New York elected Mayor Eric Adams,
a former police captain who vowed to
invest more in public safety, and San
Francisco voters recalled a progressive
prosecutor amid frustration about pub-
lic safety. In Chicago, progressive Bran-
don Johnson – who favored investing in
areas like housing and youth jobs –
topped a more moderate rival who had
support from the police union. And pro-
gressive prosecutor Kim Foxx, who prio-
ritized violent crimes over lower-level
off�enses and faced blowback for drop-
ping charges against actor Jussie Smol-
lett, said she will not seek reelection.

In Philadelphia, Parker was the only
Black candidate among the top tier of

hopefuls on Tuesday and she was
backed by majority Black precincts
across the city in both early and Election
Day ballots. In addition to 300 more offi�-
cers, her public safety plan also called
for fi�xing broken streetlights, removing
graffi�ti and investing in programs for at-
risk youth.

Parker also defended her support for 

Philadelphia’s likely next mayor talks police reform
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Philadelphia mayoral candidate
Cherelle Parker takes part in a
Democratic primary debate on April
25. Parker, the Democrat who will
almost certainly become Philadelphia’s
next mayor, has ideas for police
reform. MATT ROURKE/AP FILE
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