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WASHINGTON – About two-thirds
of U.S. adults say they are highly con-
cerned about how the national econo-
my would be aff�ected if the U.S. debt
limit is not increased and the govern-
ment defaults on its debts, according
to a new poll, even as few say they have
a solid understanding of the ongoing
debt limit negotiations.

The poll shows about 6 in 10 say
they want any increase in the debt lim-
it to be coupled with agreed-upon
terms for reducing the federal budget
defi�cit. At the same time, Americans
are more likely to disapprove than ap-
prove of how President Joe Biden and
negotiators on both sides of the aisle
are handling negotiations. Still, slight-
ly more approve of Biden’s handling of
the situation than of congressional Re-
publicans. 

The new poll from The Associated
Press-NORC Center for Public Aff�airs
Research shows 27% say they approve
of Biden and 26% say the same about
congressional Democrats, while 22%
approve of congressional Republicans.
Close to half disapprove of each. 

Robert Hutchins, 66, says he some-
what approves of how House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy and Republicans in
Congress are handling negotiations.

“At least he’s trying to do some-
thing,” the Republican from Milton,
Delaware, said of McCarthy’s leader-
ship. “The Democrats want to spend
more money and they don’t want any
limit to it.” 

Hutchins said he doesn’t have “any
confi�dence whatsoever” in Biden and
doesn’t believe in abolishing the debt
ceiling, as it serves as a constant re-
minder of the nation’s debt load,
which currently stands at $31.4 tril-
lion.

Otherwise, “you just think you have
an unlimited credit card and you can
spend whatever you want,” he said. 

Ron Ellis, 61, of Lake Charles, Loui-
siana, said he hasn’t been paying a lot 
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WASHINGTON – The chairman of
the House Foreign Aff�airs Committee
says he is pausing an eff�ort to hold Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken in con-
tempt of Congress now that the State
Department off�ered to let him review a
classifi�ed cable from U.S. diplomats in
Kabul sent shortly before the U.S. with-
drawal from Afghanistan.

Rep. Michael McCaul, R-Texas,
agreed Thursday to review the July 2021
communication that reportedly warned
the U.S. about the potential fall of Kabul
via a special dissent channel. State De-
partment offi�cials have used the classi-
fi�ed messaging platform for decades to
issue warnings or express contrarian
views directly to senior agency offi�cials.

McCaul accepted the condition to
view the document with the names of
those who signed it redacted. The same
off�er was made to the top Democrat on
the panel, Rep. Gregory Meeks of New
York, but McCaul urged State to grant
access to all other committee members

also.
The State Department did not imme-

diately return a request for comment.
McCaul had been threatening to

schedule a committee vote next week to
hold Blinken in contempt of Congress if
he did not release the documents to law-
makers. If it passed, the contempt reso-
lution would go to the House for a vote,
and Republicans hold a slim majority
there.

“In light of this invitation, I will pause
eff�orts to enforce the Committee’s sub-
poena pending my review of the docu-
ments,” McCaul said in a letter to Blin-
ken. “Please note, however, that the
subpoena remains in full force and ef-
fect, and the acceptance of this accom-
modation does not waive any of the
Committee’s rights regarding the sub-
poena.” 

The State Department had previous-
ly briefed McCaul on the substance of
the cables, but the Republican chairman
said he was not satisfi�ed. 

“I want to see the original content,
and I also want to see the secretary’s re-
sponse,” McCaul told reporters, adding
that reading the cable would provide in-
sight into the diplomats’ state of mind in
the embassy at the time, and any dis-
senting views. “To have 23 dissenters is
very signifi�cant.”

The agency has argued that it has
been trying to provide Congress with
“appropriate” information on the cable
while also protecting its employees. 

McCaul has battled with the Biden
administration over gaining access to
the messages as part of a larger GOP in-
vestigation into what went wrong as the
Taliban swept back to power in Afghani-
stan in August 2021. 

At least 123 dissent channel cables
have been sent since 1971, according to
the National Security Archives at George
Washington University. The vast major-
ity of those have remained classifi�ed,
and the State Department has long ob-
jected to eff�orts to force their release.

GOP pausing Blinken contempt push over cable

Rep. Michael McCaul, R-Texas, has
battled with the Biden administration
over gaining access to the messages as
part of a larger GOP investigation into
what went wrong as the Taliban swept
back to power in Afghanistan in
August 2021. MARIAM ZUHAIB/AP
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SANTA FE, N.M. – Videos released
Thursday of this week’s deadly rampage
in Farmington, New Mexico, recorded a
voice said to be the shooter urging police
to “kill me” and offi�cers rushing toward
the 18-year-old gunman before fatally
shooting him outside a church. 

“He is yelling on the Ring footage,
‘Come kill me,’ ” Farmington Police Chief
Steve Hebbe said of Beau Wilson, the
high school senior who authorities say
killed three older women during the at-
tack.

“He’s making a stand, he has oppor-
tunities to run off�, he does not use those

opportunities,” Hebbe said. “So yes it’s
my belief that ultimately in his head, he
has made the decision that he is going to
stand and fi�ght it out until he is killed.”

Three older woman were killed Mon-
day by the shooter, including a mother
and daughter who happened to be driv-
ing through the neighborhood. The vic-
tims were identifi�ed as longtime Far-
mington residents Gwendolyn Dean
Schofi�eld, 97, her 73-year-old daughter,
Melody Ivie, and 79-year-old Shirley
Voita.

At least six other people were
wounded in the shootings, which sent
waves of grief rippling through the com-
munity of 50,000 people. They included
two police offi�cers, who have been re-
leased from medical care as they recov-
er. 

Hebbe’s comments mirrored an ac-
count from witness Candi Brammell,
who lives next to the church and told
The Associated Press in an interview
Tuesday that the gunman seemed to be
egging police on, saying: “Come on!”

Brammell said she couldn’t believe
what she was seeing as Wilson opened
fi�re. Within an instant, he was ex-
changing shots with the police and
then was down in the grass.

Wilson lived with his father in a
home that contained an arsenal of
weapons and ammunition, apparently
legally owned, according to law en-
forcement authorities. He bought an
assault-style rifl�e last year after he
turned 18.

On Monday, police say, he began
shooting indiscriminately with the 
rifl�e from the front porch area of the
home.

The fi�rst person hit was Voita, a re-
tired school nurse who was driving by.
Video released by police showed her
car rolling down the street with the
door open after she managed to get
out. 

Video also showed the path of a ve-
hicle carrying Schofi�eld and Ivie, who 

Videos show gunman
telling police, ‘kill me’

Dozens of law enforcement officers were on the scene of a shooting Monday in Farmington, N.M. Police say a handwritten
note was found on an 18-year-old high school student who killed three women with an indiscriminate spray of gunfi�re
before he was fatally shot by officers. MIKE EASTERLING/THE FARMINGTON DAILY TIMES
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