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JIM BROWN
DIES AT 87

PRO FOOTBALL HALL OF FAMER JIM 
BROWN, THE UNSTOPPABLE RUNNING 
BACK WHO RETIRED AT THE PEAK OF HIS 
CAREER TO BECOME AN ACTOR AND CIVIL 
RIGHTS ADVOCATE, HAS DIED.   A4

Joshua Davis of Fieldsboro 

was taken into custody 

Wednesday afternoon.

Jackie Roman   For Times of Trenton

A Fieldsboro teen has been charged in 
Wednesday’s shooting death of a Glouces-
ter County man found in the driveway of a 
Hamilton Township home.

Joshua Davis, 18, is charged with 
first-degree murder and two weapons 
offenses in the fatal shooting of Matthew 
Morales, 28, of Blackwood, the Mercer 
County Prosecutor’s Office announced 

Thursday.
Davis was taken into custody Wednes-

day afternoon in Mount Laurel, the office 
said. A motion has been filed by the prose-
cutor’s office to detain Davis pending trial.

Police officers responding to a shoot-
ing in progress at approximately 1 a.m. 
Wednesday in the 4900 block of South 
Broad Street in Hamilton and found 
Morales suffering from a gunshot wound, 
according to the prosecutor’s office.

Officers found Morales in the drive-
way of a home near Pilgrim Way, in the 
Groveville section of the township, the 
office said.

Morales was taken to Capital Health 
Regional Medical Center, where he was 
pronounced dead.

Investigation alleged Morales was 
shot during an altercation with Davis 
on South Broad Street, the office said 
Thursday.

The investigation into the matter is 
ongoing, according to Mercer County 
Prosecutor Angelo J. Onofri.

Attorney information for Davis was 
not immediately available.

Anyone with information is asked to 
contact Mercer County Homicide Task 
Force Detective Luis Vega at 609-989-
6406 or Sgt. Sherika Salmon at 609-960-
3119. Information can also be sent to 
mchtftips@mercercounty.org.

Jackie Roman, NJ Advance Media, 
jroman@njadvancemedia.com

HAMILTON

18-year-old arrested in Hamilton fatal shooting

Penalty follows accidental 

but illegal action within 

protected swamp forest 

in Gloucester County.

Nyah Marshall   For Times of Trenton

New Jersey’s Department of Environ-
mental Protection fined itself $266,000 
for accidentally clearing acres of pro-
tected wetlands in the Glassboro Wildlife 
Management Area.

The fine issued on May 9 to the depart-
ment’s Fish and Wildlife’s Bureau comes 
a month after state officials admitted that 
the bureau violated the wetland’s protec-
tion act during a “creation and manage-
ment” project in February.

During the project, 2.79 acres of fresh-
water wetlands and about 12 acres of 
protected wetlands transition area were 
illegally cleared or destroyed in the 
Glassboro Wildlife Management Area, 
a 2,300-acre swamp forest in Clayton, 
according to the state agency.

The clearing was supposed to create 21 
acres of habitat for the declining Amer-
ican woodcock and include new plant-
ings, according to a notice published by 
the DEP’s Fish and Wildlife division in 
February.

But, the project stopped in March 
when four state conservation groups took 
notice of the violations and sent letters to 
DEP Commissioner Shawn M. LaTourette 
and state Sen. Bob Smith, D-Middlesex, 
saying that the forest-clearing destroyed 
acres of protected wetlands, which have 
exceptional resource value.

An investigation by the DEP deter-
mined the February forest-clearing in 
Gloucester County did in fact violate the 
wetlands act and also destroyed habitats 
for the state’s threatened barred owl and 
endangered red-shouldered hawk.

Also, the project was found to be reg-
ulated but not permitted, according to 
the DEP Bureau of Coastal and Land Use 
Compliance and Enforcement, which 
issued the penalty.

Though the agency’s officials did not 
answer additional questions on how the 
project proceeded without a permit, the 
investigation did reveal that the viola-
tions were “unintentional” but “foresee-
able,” according to the notice that was 
sent.

These findings, along with how long 
the violations occurred — 14 days — were 
factors that led to the fine amount of 
$266,000, the order indicated.

Some state lawmakers have ques-
tioned exactly how the DEP is going 
to pay a fine that was issued to its own 
bureau.

“Setting aside the glaring commu-
nication issues between different divi-
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DEP fines 
itself $266K 
for clearing 
wetlands 

CAPE MAY

Meet the new bear
The Cape May County Park and Zoo 
has a new animal, a 17-year-old bear 
native to South America, zoo officials 
announced.   A2

ASBURY PARK

Landmark staying
A developer quashed rumors that had 
been circulating online that it planned 
to demolish the iconic Casino building 
on the boardwalk.   A7

SEE STATEWIDE, A7

Mechanic Jon Guthrie inspects the underside of a 2014 Honda Ridgeline pickup at Japanese Auto Professional Service in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. People are keeping their vehicles longer due to shortages of new ones and high prices. That drove the average U.S. vehicle 
age up to a record 12.5 years in 2023, according to S&P Global Mobility.   Tom Krisher, Associated Press

Tom Krishner   Associated Press

With new and used cars still painfully 
expensive, Ryan Holdsworth says he plans 
to keep his 9-year-old Chevy Cruze for at 
least four more years. Limiting his car pay-
ments and his overall debt is a bigger pri-
ority for him than having a new vehicle.

A 35-year-old grocery store worker from 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, Holdsworth 
would probably be in the market for a vehi-
cle within a few years — if not for the high 
cost. For now, it’s out of the question.

“You’re not going to get one for a price 
you can afford,” he said.

Holdsworth has plenty of company. 
Americans are keeping their cars longer 
than ever. The average age of a passenger 
vehicle on the road hit a record 12.5 years 
this year, according to data gathered by 
S&P Global Mobility. Sedans like Hold-
sworth’s are even older, on average — 13.6 
years.

Blame it mainly on the pandemic, 
which in 2020 triggered a global shortage 
of automotive computer chips, the vital 
component that runs everything from 
radios to gas pedals to transmissions. The 
shortage drastically slowed global assem-
bly lines, making new vehicles scarce on 
dealer lots just when consumers were 
increasingly eager to buy.

Prices reached record highs. And 
though they’ve eased somewhat, the cost 
of a vehicle still feels punishingly expen-

sive to many Americans, especially when 
coupled with now much-higher loan 
rates.

Since the pandemic struck three years 
ago, the average new vehicle has rock-
eted 24% to nearly $48,000 as of April, 
according to Edmunds.com. Typical loan 
rates on new-car purchases have bal-
looned to 7%, a consequence of the Fed-
eral Reserve’s aggressive streak of inter-
est rate hikes to fight inflation.

It’s all pushed the national average 
monthly auto loan payment to $729 — 
prohibitively high for many. Experts say 
a family earning the median U.S. house-
hold income can no longer afford the 
average new car payment and still cover 
such necessities as housing, food and 
utilities.

Used vehicle prices, on average, have 
surged even more since the pandemic 
hit — up 40%, to nearly $29,000. With an 
average loan rate having reached 11%, the 
typical monthly used-vehicle payment is 
now $563.

Faced with deciding between mak-

CAR SALES

Repelled by high prices, 
people hold on to their vehicles

This year, the average age 

of a passenger vehicle on the 

road hit a record 12.5 years.

SEE CAR SALES, A7
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