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A  DEVELOPER  QUASHED  RUMORS 
THAT  HAD  BEEN  CIRCULATING  ONLINE 
THAT  IT  PLANNED  TO  DEMOLISH  THE 
ICONIC  CASINO  BUILDING  ON  THE 
BOARDWALK  IN  ASBURY  PARK.      A10

CASINO
STAYING

Kevin Armstrong   For The Star-Ledger

One by one, the Ghosts from Paterson’s 
Eastside High stepped off a yellow bus 
and hurried inside Hinchliffe Stadium, 
a 90-year-old haunt that hadn’t hosted 
a baseball game in 26 years, at 4:15 p.m. 
Wednesday. They carried worn gloves and 
eyed recently posted dimensions: 327 feet 
to right field, 385 to center and 320 to left. 
The same advertisement for Knock ‘Em 
Dead Pest Control that featured a drawing 
of a supine insect was affixed to both foul 
poles. By home plate, two managers and 

two umpires huddled.
“First question: where is the on-deck 

circle?” umpire John Hutchinson said.
None were marked on the artificial turf.
“See, we’ve never played here,” Eastside 

coach Jose Rojas, 36, said. “I would assume 
over here.”

Work was ongoing at the landmark 
owned by the city’s school district and sit-
uated within the boundaries of Great Falls 
National Park. One of the last remaining 
facilities to have hosted Negro League 
games and the site where National Base-
ball Hall of Fame inductee Larry Doby 

launched his career as a Ghost, Hinchliffe 
had been refurbished as part of a $103 mil-
lion project following decades of abandon-
ment. Still, issues persisted.

The sound system didn’t work; the 
scoreboard showed three small dots. In 
center field, workers climbed a ladder to 
secure a swinging gate in order to close a 
gap between temporary fences as Eastside 
warmed up to play Don Bosco Prep in the 
first game of a twi-night doubleheader; Pat-
erson’s Kennedy High and Paterson Char-
ter School of Science and Technology were

The magic of baseball comes alive in first game

Kevin Armstrong   For The Star-Ledger

Jose Ortiz wore a replica Black Yankees 
jersey as he stood atop the seating bowl 
inside Hinchliffe Stadium on Friday morn-
ing. To his right, children from the Pater-
son Music Project performed “Lift Every 
Voice and Sing.” To his left, former major 
leaguers like Willie Randolph sat in chairs 
on the new artificial turf field that was the 
final part of a $103 million revitalization.

Ortiz, 60, had played on the field for 
Kennedy High when the Knights claimed 
a state title in 1979. He couldn’t believe 
it had been fully restored after 26 years 
of being shuttered. A digital scoreboard 
stood near where the old wooden one once 
was. He noted the depths of the past few 
decades, when the 90-year-old stadium 
that was built during the Great Depression 
fell into disrepair. The ribbon cutting and 
rebirth made him emotional.

“A lot of memories coming through my 
mind,” said Ortiz, who grew up on Ward 
Street and drove more than an hour from 
his new home in Middletown, New York, to 
be in attendance. “It was my dream to play 
in this stadium. Now another generation 
of kids can.”

Mayor Andre Sayegh paid tribute to 
Paterson’s Larry Doby, the National Base-
ball Hall of Famer who played for Eastside 
High on site before becoming the first 
Black player in the American League in 
1947. Sayegh noted that when Black play-
ers were kept out of Major League Baseball 
during an era of segregation, Hinchliffe 
was a home field for players like Doby and 
Josh Gibson, who were not allowed to play 
on the game’s biggest stage.

“This is a victory for history,” said 
Sayegh, who became mayor in 2018 and 
secured the funds necessary for the refur-
bishment. “This stadium leveled the play-
ing field.”

Tony Clark, the former Yankees first 
baseman who is now the executive direc-
tor of the players’ union, absorbed the his-
tory alongside former Chicago Cubs man-
ager Joe Maddon and Omar Minaya, the 
former Mets general manager who is now a 
senior adviser with the Yankees.

“It’s important that we remember it. It’s 
important that we honor it,” said Clark, 
who played 15 seasons in the majors. 
“This ballpark and those who played in it 
are honored by its rebirth. It provides us 
an opportunity to give back and remem-
ber why myself and a number of others 
had the opportunity to do what we did. It
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‘This is a victory for history’
Hinchliffe Stadium reopens: Paterson revels in past glories, marks rebirth of site.

Community celebrates: Residents, major leaguers and officials at ribbon cutting.

Paterson Mayor Andre Sayegh cuts the ribbon at Hinchliffe Stadium on Friday. Sen. Cory Booker and Whoopi Goldberg take a selfie at 
the event. Don Bosco scores the first run in the first game, held Wednesday.   Photos by Chris Krusberg and Andrew Mills, for The Star-Ledger

Tom Withers   Associated Press

Pro Football Hall of Famer Jim Brown, 
an unstoppable running back who retired 
at the peak of his brilliant career to become 
an actor as well as a prominent civil rights 
advocate in the 1960s, has died. He was 87.

A spokeswoman for Brown’s family said 
he passed away peacefully in his Los Ange-
les home on Thursday night with his wife, 
Monique, by his side.

“To the world, he was an activist, actor, 
and football star,” Monique Brown wrote 
in an Instagram post. “To our family, he 
was a loving husband, father, and grandfa-
ther. Our hearts are broken.”

One of football’s first superstars, Brown 
was chosen the NFL’s Most Valuable Player 
in 1965 and shattered the league’s record 
books in a short career spanning 1957-65.

Brown led the Cleveland Browns to their 
last NFL title in 1964 before retiring in his 

prime after the ’65 season to become an 
actor. He appeared in more than 30 films, 
including “Any Given Sunday” and “The 
Dirty Dozen.”

A powerful runner with speed and 
endurance, Brown’s arrival sparked the 
game’s burgeoning popularity on televi-
sion.

As Black Americans fought for equal-
ity, Brown used his platform and voice to

OBITUARY

Jim Brown, all-time NFL great, dies at 87

Jim Brown, a running back for the Cleve-
land Browns, takes on the Giants in a game 
in Cleveland on Nov. 14, 1965.   AP fileSEE OBITUARY, A9
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