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Firearms limits loosened by 

Bruen decision popular among 

state’s residents, poll finds.

S.P. Sullivan   For South Jersey Times

A majority of New Jersey residents 
say the U.S. Supreme Court went too far 
when it issued a ruling last year allow-
ing more leeway for people to carry guns, 
according to a new poll.

The poll comes as New Jersey officials 
are playing defense in the aftermath of 
last June’s decision by the high court. On 
Tuesday, a federal judge sided with gun 
rights groups suing the state over new 
tight restrictions on concealed carry per-
mits passed after the court ruling last 
June, portending an uphill legal battle 
for Gov. Phil Murphy’s administration.

The latest Rutgers-Eagleton Poll, 
released Thursday, found 61% of New 
Jersey adults disagree with the Supreme 
Court ruling last year in New York State 

Rifle and Pistol Association v. Bruen, com-
monly known as the Bruen decision.

According to the data, 92% of respon-
dents support firearm-safety training 
courses, a component of the new law the 
judge allowed to remain in place.

At least 67% of New Jerseyans said they 
also supported requiring permit hold-
ers to purchase insurance to carry a fire-
arm in public and banning concealed 
carry on private property unless the prop-
erty owner explicitly allows it. U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Renee Marie Bumb, who 
is overseeing the case, recently threw out 
those provisions, finding them unconsti-
tutional.

Another 62% said they supported ban-
ning the carry of weapons in “sensitive 
places” such as schools, hospitals, poll-
ing places and public beaches. That’s a 
key aspect of the legal dispute because the 
law Murphy signed last December sought 
to prohibit concealed carry in most places 
people gather, but the judge’s ruling put 
that provision on hold.

Michael Anestis, head of the New
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Most surveyed here at odds  
with Supreme Court gun ruling

NASA

To the moon
Blue Origin won a NASA contract, 
worth $3.4 billion, Friday to develop a 
spacecraft that would land humans on 
the surface of the moon.   A4

MUSIC 

Bonding experience
Taylor Swift concert tickets are hard to 
come by. But that doesn’t deter some 
Swifties, who have taken to experiencing 
the Eras Tour from venue parking lots.   A8

WILDWOOD

Driver who hit family during 
illegal car rally is indicted
One man was seriously 

injured in the crash. An 

unrelated crash at the 

same event left two dead.

Matt Gray   For South Jersey Times

A Cape May County grand jury has 
indicted a motorist on assault charges 
following a crash that seriously injured a 
man during a chaotic pop-up car rally at 
the Jersey Shore last year.

Drivers brought at least 500 vehicles 
to the illegal rally in Wildwood on Sept. 
24, leading to traffic jams and streets 
crowded with pedestrians.

An unrelated crash during the same 
event left two people dead.

Eryk R. Wnek, 23, of Linden, was 
indicted earlier this month on a sec-
ond-degree count of aggravated assault 
and third- and fourth-degree assault by 
auto charges stemming from his collision 
with a golf cart carrying a man, his girl-
friend and four children.

Wnek was allegedly traveling at a high 
rate of speed on Rio Grande Avenue when 
his BMW collided with a black sedan, 
causing the BMW to spin out and hit the 
cart, according to prosecutors.

The golf cart driver was thrown from 
the vehicle and airlifted to a hospital with 
serious injuries, including a brain bleed 
and broken vertebrae, collarbone, ribs 
and kneecap, Assistant Cape May County 
Prosecutor Dara Paley said during a court 
hearing last October. The woman and 
kids suffered bruises.

Wnek’s actions caused the collision 
with the black sedan, Paley argued, say-
ing Wnek was performing a burnout on 
the street while spectators urged him on 
moments before the crash.

She played videos taken by spectators 
showing the scene.

“The defendant’s BMW engine RPMs 
can be heard increasing until the tires 
screech and the car quickly accelerates 
into the intersection,” Paley said at the 
hearing. “The (black sedan) turns into 
defendant’s lane, colliding with the rear 
driver’s side of the defendant’s car. Wnek’s 
car spins following the impact and hits the 
golf cart.”

The driver of the unidentified sedan 
fled the scene, officials said last year.

Defense attorney Louis Barbone called 
the state’s claim that Wnek was responsi-
ble for the crash with the golf cart “pure 
speculation,” arguing the black car that 
hit Wnek’s vehicle precipitated the crash.

At the October hearing, a judge rejected 
the prosecution’s motion that Wnek be 
jailed until trial and denied a prosecution 
bid to revoke his driver’s license during the 
case.

Wnek is due back in court later this 
month on the charges.

Rob Jennings   For South Jersey Times

A retired Fairview police chief and avid 
runner is attempting the ultimate New Jer-
sey long run: Traversing the length of the 
state, from the High Point Monument to 
Cape May Point.

It was unseasonably just above freezing 
when Frank DelVecchio began his epic run 
by the High Point Monument after 6 a.m. 
Thursday, trailed by a support van with 
food, supplies and sleeping space.

If all goes according to plan, DelVecchio 
said he will reach Cape May Point — a nearly 
200-mile journey, depending on the route he 
takes — by Sunday.

“I’m hoping to get at least four hours of 
sleep at night,” said DelVecchio, 54.

His running adventure is serving as a 
fundraiser for the Run for Hope Founda-
tion, which provides support for individu-
als, businesses, military families and other 
charitable organizations, according to its 
website. DelVecchio established the founda-
tion prior to retiring in 2014 as police chief in 
Fairview and continues to serve as its pres-
ident.

DelVecchio is not being accompanied 
by another runner — by his choice, he 
explained — nor is he uploading his progress 
via GPS to Strava or other public sites. How-
ever, he is posting video updates to the Run 
for Hope Foundation’s Facebook page.

He said he is hoping to finish Saturday, 
but knows that might be too ambitious.

“I’m thinking Sunday, more likely,” he 

said.
His effort is happening 13 months after 

Ray Pinney of Boonton Township ran 
from High Point to Cape May, covering 196 
miles in 65 hours. Pinney was accompa-
nied the whole way by his running partner, 
Anthony Certa.

DelVecchio’s van is packed with things 
he’ll need, including reflective gear for 
nighttime use and a wider pair of sneak-
ers for when his feet swell from all the run-
ning. He’s getting a boost from a playlist 
loaded up with 1,500 songs, ranging from 
Elton John and Huey Lewis and the News 
to Bruno Mars.

This is not DelVecchio’s first fundraising 
run, but it is by far his longest effort. He 
began organizing annual runs from Ridge-
wood, where he lives, to the World Trade 
Center in Manhattan — approximately 26 
miles — in 2012 to raise money for family 
members of victims of the Sept. 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks.

His longest run was in 2013, when he 
ran 106 miles from Moonachie to Sea-
side Heights, raising money for Hurricane 
Sandy relief efforts.

For his current effort, his foundation is 
partnering with the Ridgewood YMCA for 
what is being dubbed, Three Days of Action 
to Fight Hunger and Food Insecurity. Sup-
porters are being asked to deliver non-per-
ishable food and baby items to their YMCA 
or local food pantry.

“I was driving for an organization, 
called Feed the Front Lines, to deliver food 
to all the shelters around Bergen County,” 
DelVecchio said in explaining the origin of 
the fundraiser.

“I was amazed how empty all the food 
pantries were, to find out how many people 
were going hungry each day. When I’d pull 
up, there was a line of people waiting to eat, 
so, I thought this would be a really good 
time to bring light to the situation,” he said.

DelVecchio posted an update mid-af-
ternoon Thursday, at around the 32-mile 
mark. He recounted grappling with a blis-
ter, needing to swap out one of his sneak-
ers, and how a police vehicle in Byram — 
perhaps concerned by the unusual sight of 
a runner on the congested Route 206 shoul-
der — swung by to check on him.

“They wanted to make sure we’re OK. 
There’s a lot of kind people out here,” he 
said.

Rob Jennings, NJ Advance Media,  
rjennings@njadvancemedia.com
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Retired police chief is 
running from the top 
of N.J. to the bottom

Frank DelVecchio started 

his run Thursday by the 

High Point Monument and 

is planning to arrive at Cape 

May Point by Sunday.

Frank DelVecchio runs along Spring Street in Newton on Thursday, the first day of his 
200-mile trek.     Courtesy photo

A blue Honda is loaded onto a flatbed 
tow truck in Wildwood on Sept. 24, 2022. 
Authorities say at least two people were 
killed amid multiple crashes at a pop-up 
car rally.   File photo
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PRO FOOTBALL HALL OF FAMER JIM 
BROWN, THE UNSTOPPABLE RUNNING 
BACK WHO RETIRED AT THE PEAK OF HIS 
CAREER TO BECOME AN ACTOR AND CIVIL 
RIGHTS ADVOCATE, HAS DIED.   A3

JIM BROWN
DIES AT 87


