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With one loud voice still in dissent,
the Parsippany Council on Tuesday vot-
ed 4-1 in favor of an $88.4 million muni-
cipal budget for 2023 that will raise tax-
es by 2.57%.

Councilman Justin Musella, who vot-
ed against the budget, continued to call
for specifi�c budget reductions he said
would have cut that increase “almost in
half.” But Mayor James Barberio and the
other councilmembers characterized
Musella’s line-item cuts as not “realis-
tic.”

The 2023 budget increase calculates
to an estimated $100 more per year per
property, based on Parsippany’s aver-
age home valuation of $313,000.

The vote came after two public bud-
get hearings held since the budget was
introduced on April 18. Those hearings
included presentations and testimony
from several department heads, many
of which said they have been under-
staff�ed since a hiring freeze was im-
posed by former Mayor Michael Soria-
no during the COVID pandemic.

“Unsurprisingly, the universal mes-
sage expressed by all the department
heads was that there were no items that
could be cut within their budgets,” resi-
dent Bob Venezia said during the public
comment period. “The administration
reiterated a similar message, saying any
cuts made to the general budget as a
whole would result in a corresponding
loss of services to taxpayers, a tradeoff� 

Debate continues as Parsippany
passes budget, 2.6% increase

A large crowd packed Parsippany Town Hall for a public meeting to discuss an $88.4 million budget proposal for 2023.
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See BUDGET, Page 7A

Parsippany Councilman Justin Musella
holds a printout of a petition he
circulated online which drew more
than 1,000 signatures urging the
council to repeal a project labor
agreement ordinance passed last year
during the council’s annual
reorganization meeting.

The aftershocks of an earthquake in
Westchester County overnight Friday
could be felt in North Jersey as it left
some residents wondering what hap-
pened. A 2.2 magnitude earthquake
was confi�rmed around the Hastings-
On-Hudson and Yonkers, New York
area around 2 a.m., according to the
United States Geological Survey. A 2.2
earthquake is considered mild and is
often not felt by everyone, according to
Britannica. 

This one left its mark with some in
North Jersey, though. A top post on the
New Jersey subreddit asked if anyone
else heard a “massive boom” in eastern
Bergen County. The original poster
thought it could have been a blown
transformer, jet or meteor before
someone presented the info from the
USGS about the earthquake. 

Earthquake in
Westchester
County felt by
some in NJ
Joshua Jongsma
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WASHINGTON – The chairman of
the House Foreign Aff�airs Committee
says he is pausing an eff�ort to hold Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken in con-
tempt of Congress now that the State
Department off�ered to let him review a
classifi�ed cable from U.S. diplomats in
Kabul sent shortly before the U.S. with-
drawal from Afghanistan.

Rep. Michael McCaul, R-Texas,
agreed Thursday to review the July 2021
communication that reportedly warned
the U.S. about the potential fall of Kabul
via a special dissent channel. State De-
partment offi�cials have used the classi-
fi�ed messaging platform for decades to
issue warnings or express contrarian
views directly to senior agency offi�cials.

McCaul accepted the condition to
view the document with the names of
those who signed it redacted. The same
off�er was made to the top Democrat on
the panel, Rep. Gregory Meeks of New
York, but McCaul urged State to grant
access to all other committee members . 

The State Department did not imme-
diately return a request for comment. 

McCaul had been threatening to
schedule a committee vote next week to
hold Blinken in contempt of Congress if
he did not release the documents to
lawmakers. If it passed, the contempt 

Chairman
pauses Blinken
contempt push
over cable
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Committee gets to view
Afghanistan document 
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Feeling healthy, New Jersey? Well, a
new study says you are. At least,
healthier than folks in 40 other states.

Ozmosi, a health care analytics web-
site, evaluated all 50 states on the fol-
lowing criteria: "air quality, obesity
prevalence, physical activity, health
conditions (cholesterol, cancer, and
coronary heart disease), and sleeping,
smoking, drinking, and food consump-
tion habits."

The resulting rankings found that
New Jersey was the 10th-healthiest state
in the country, beating out local rivals

New York, Pennsylvania and Delaware.
The study found that despite a prev-

alence of cholesterol in adults, which is
fi�tting in a place that argues over what
to call processed meat, the Garden
State had low rates of obesity, smoking
and binge drinking. The last of those is
a fi�rm rebuke of outsiders who know
our beloved state only from "Jersey
Shore." It's not all club-hopping and
bottle service.

The study said New Jersey has high-
er levels of physical activity, which, in
theory, could be a result of potential
club-hopping and bottle service.

The healthiest state in the country
was determined to be Hawaii, with its
glorious beaches and volcanoes, fol-

lowed by Colorado, Vermont, Utah and
New Hampshire. New England as a
whole was well-represented in the top
10, with Massachusetts and Rhode Is-
land clocking in at sixth and ninth re-
spectively.

As for the least-healthy states, the
Mason-Dixon line is perhaps overre-
presented, with West Virginia ranked
49th and Kentucky 50th.

New Jersey is not a perfect state, by
any means, but like Hawaii, it has
beaches, and like Colorado, Vermont,
Utah and New Hampshire, it has moun-
tains, though perhaps not as impres-
sive on either front. But combine that
with the fact that that it's only slightly
less healthy, and you have quite a state.

Study: New Jersey is the 10th-healthiest state
Liam Quinn
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