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LOGAN TWP. – A Fortune 500 company is prepar-
ing to double its already sizeable warehouse — and
its workforce — here as it tries to solve a pressing
need for storage and shipment processing space.

Digital products distributor TD Synnex is one of
the world's largest wholesalers of computer hard-
ware and software products. It has operated a
408,480-square-foot facility in Logan since the late
1990s.

“We plan on completing the building, if it’s ap-
proved, by July of next year,” real estate consultant
Benjamin Godwin told the Planning Board at its May
11 hearing. 

Godwin said the workforce, about 125 people,
should grow to about 250 people.

The addition, unanimously approved by the
board, will encompass 470,525 square feet, with ex-
panded parking and a signifi�cant increase in the
number of loading docks.
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Thirteen miles separate Trenton from Princeton,
and so do 15 years in life expectancy. 

In Trenton — a city of mostly Black and Latino res-
idents where 28% live in poverty — life expectancy is
73 years. In the mostly white college town of Prince-
ton, where the median household income of
$165,000 is more than four times that of Trenton, life
expectancy is 87 years.

Such a huge divide is emblematic of systemic
problems that continue to hamper all New Jerseyans
seeking access to quality health care, a new report by
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation found. 

Even though New Jersey is often viewed as among
the most progressive, diverse and wealthy states, liv-
ing a healthy life in the Garden State often runs along
racial and economic lines, where race, ethnicity and
class can act as roadblocks to positive outcomes.

“We can’t think of a person’s well-being without
fi�rst considering whether they have equal access to
everything that contributes to it: good housing, em-
ployment, nutrition,” said Maisha Simmons, a senior
director at the foundation. 

But that’s just not happening in New Jersey. 
State Health Department data shows that Black 
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R
obots and AI technology assist us in our every day lives.

h How about Siri, Apple’s virtual assistant, and Alexa,

Amazon’s cloud-based voice service? Or AI assistants at

stores that help you shop? There’s ChatGPT, a conversa-

tional AI technology that can assist you with tasks such as composing

emails, essays and web code. h Then there are robots that are used in

restaurants to help deliver food or act as hosts. They’re used in hotels.

They’re used as hospital receptionists in some countries. Some stores

even use robot security guards. Of course, they’ve been used for years

in the automotive industry.

“First of all, while we have AI-
powered robots, it is important to
separate the two from each oth-
er,” said Robi Polikar, Ph.d., a
Rowan University electrical and
computer engineering professor
and department head. “Both ro-
botics and AI have developed over
many years as two separate
fi�elds. Long before AI became a
household word, we had robots
powering much of our manufac-
turing capabilities, from automo-
tive and aerospace to biotechnol-
ogy and pharmaceuticals. The AI
revolution, however, added a new
capability to robots: autonomy.
Today, AI-powered robots can
function autonomously with little
or no human involvement, they
can make intelligent decisions
even in scenarios that we humans

Robots, AI helping customers in South Jersey
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Sprouts Farmers Market in Marlton is
using a shopping AI assistant to help
customers. Quin can be downloaded to
your phone and will assist you with
information on pricing, recipes and more.
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