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DEFAULT DETAILS
All the hand-wringing over
a potential government
default if Congress doesn’t
increase the government’s
$31.4 trillion debt ceiling
has conjured up images of
past government
shutdowns. Page A8
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’TIS THE
(EARLY) SEASON
Even if you planted your peas
and spinach in April, you will
not be eating them anytime
soon. But, as master gardener
Henry Homeyer points out,
there are vegetables you can
be eating now if you plan your garden right. Page B3
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By NORA DOYLE-BURR
Valley News Staff Writer

LEBANON — The city is among the
state’s largest communities without a home-
less shelter, according to a report the Human
Services Department presented to the
Lebanon City Council at its meeting this
week.

But that may soon change.
On Wednesday, the City Council, by a

unanimous vote, directed City Manager
Shaun Mulholland to identify feasible sites
for a seasonal shelter that can house up to 15
individuals, as well as cost estimates for con-
struction, to present to the council “as soon
as possible” for consideration.

For now, the closest shelters are the Up-
per Valley Haven in White River Junction
and another in Claremont, but the shelter
beds are often full. Demand for housing of all
kinds in Lebanon and beyond far outstrips
s u p p l y.

“The situation this coming winter is going
to be worse because we don’t have the ho-
tels,” Mulholland said in a recording of the
meeting, referring to a program that funded
hotel rooms for unhoused people during the
pandemic. “That safety net is gone, and there
is nothing in its place.”

A count conducted in Lebanon on Jan. 25
found 85 people in the city of about 15,000
lacked permanent places to stay, according
to the Human Services report. Of those, 62
were in a hotel room, 16 were living in a place
not intended for human habitation, five peo-
ple were couch surfing and two were shel-
tered but “imminently homeless.”

Of those living in hotels, 69% were funded
by the New Hampshire Emergency Rental
Assistance Program, which has since ended
for everyone except families with children.
The program ends for families next month.

Nearly half of the people who were experi-
encing homelessness on Jan. 25 were doing
so for the first time, the report said.

Among the newly homeless are Paul and
Marilyn Morey, who are both 66. There were
two other cars parked at the park and ride
near Exit 18 on I-89 in Lebanon, where the
Moreys parked on Monday, their first night
sleeping in their car after being evicted from
an apartment at 22 Maple St., in West
L ebanon.

The Moreys have been unable to find an-
other place to live in Lebanon that fits their
needs and their price point after first receiv-
ing an eviction notice in November when the
13-unit property was sold and the new owner
announced plans to renovate and raise rents.
Working with Lebanon attorney Patrick
Hayes, the Moreys were able to get exten-
sions to stay in their one-bedroom apartment
through Monday, but now time has run out.

“There’s nothing available for senior citi-

Lebanon among largest NH cities
absent emergency homeless option

City to start
process of

finding site
for shelter

LEB ANON

By JOHN LIPPMAN
Valley News Staff Writer

HARTFORD — The sum-
mer brush fire season has be-
gun — and the beginning of
summer is still a month away.

Unseasonably dry spring
weather is helping to kindle
wildfires around the Upper
Valley that caused several
town fire departments to

spring into action this week,
as both New Hampshire and
Vermont issued warnings of
high fire danger.

“It’s not even summer yet,
but we are not issuing burn
permits right now,” Hartford
Fire Chief Scott Cooney said
F r i d a y.

On Thursday, Hartford

Multiple brush fires keep Upper Valley crews busy, warning of dry conditions

Off to a blazing start
HAR TFORD

VALLEY NEWS PHOTOGRAPHS — JAMES M. PATTERSON
Hartford Fire Capt. Chris Dube waits at a safe distance as a firefighter cuts a burned tree at a brush fire on Braley Lane
in Hartford on Thursday. A high fire danger due to dry conditions and wind has persisted across the region over the last
week .

Kristen Connors, middle, talks with Hartford Fire Marshal
Tom Peltier, right, after firefighters put out a brush fire on
her land in Hartford on Thursday evening. The cause of
the fire under investigation. The town of Hartford has not
issued permits for open burning over the last week.

By EMMA COTTON
V TDigger

With $140 million of federal
money in hand, state officials
have launched a sweeping pro-
cess to inventory and remove lead
service lines that connect public

drinking water systems to homes,
businesses and other entities.

Officials with the Vermont De-
partment of Environmental Con-
servation have asked people who
use community water sources to
keep an eye out for messages
from water system professionals

who may reach out to schedule a
water line check. Vermont must
complete the statewide inventory
by October 2024.

If officials find lead pipes, the
municipal water system would
contact the homeowner or busi-
ness to walk them through fund-
ing programs available to help re-
place the pipe, said Bruce King,
the department’s sustainable in-

frastructure section supervisor.
“It’s a quick inspection,” King

said. “It only takes five to 10 min-
utes for the water system profes-
sional to come in, take a look at
the pipe, determine what type of
material it’s made out of, maybe
take a picture and then move on
to the next home so they can meet

Goal to identify service lines, prepare for replacement

State to commence lead pipe inventory
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JIM BROWN DIES
Pro Football Hall of Famer
Jim Brown, the
unstoppable running back
who retired at the peak of
his brilliant career to
become an actor as well
as a prominent civil rights
advocate during the
1960s, has died. He was
87 and passed away
peacefully on Thursday in
his Los Angeles home.
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The Associated Press

New Hampshire has one year to stop the
involuntary holding of psychiatric patients in
emergency rooms, a federal judge ruled,
several months after declaring the state’s
practice unconstitutional.

U.S. District Court Judge Landya McCaf-

ferty issued an order Wednesday after giving
the state and hospitals time to submit pro-
posals, including a timeline for how they
would develop an order together. But both
sides couldn’t come to an agreement.

McCafferty ruled following a hearing
M o n d a y.

McCafferty also ruled the state can only
hold people in emergency rooms for up to six
hours before transferring them to a facility

Judge issues timeline to conclude
practice of involuntary holding

NH must end ‘ER boarding’ soon
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