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By SRUTHI GOPALAKRISHNAN
Monitor staff

After a 17-year-old from Weare
was convicted for violating New
Hampshire’s Civil Rights Act for his
involvement in racist graffiti vandal-
ism against a fellow student at John
Stark Regional High School last year,
the parents of the victim hope the in-
cident plays a crucial role in foster-
ing a valuable learning experience
for the teenager and the commu-
n i t y.  

“We want him to learn from this,”
said Sharon and Eric Houle, the par-
ents of the targeted biracial student,
who were at Hillsborough County Su-
perior Court during the teenager’s
trial on Monday. “We want him to be
able to step up and protect other kids
from other people who are doing
these things.”

Last April, the 17-year-old along
with two other teenagers were ac-
cused of defacing the school’s bath-
room walls with racially motivated
graffiti and offensive phrases such as
“Blacks stand no chance” and
“KKK,” as well as carving
swastikas.

Ever since the incident, the
Houles, parents to two biracial sons

Parents of children targeted by
racist graffiti hope teen learns
from required essay, service
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Associated Press

New Hampshire has one year to
stop the involuntary holding of psy-
chiatric patients in emergency
rooms, a federal judge ruled, several
months after declaring the state’s
practice unconstitutional.

U.S. District Court Judge Landya
McCafferty issued an order Wednes-
day after giving the state and hospi-
tals time to submit proposals, includ-
ing a timeline for how they would de-
velop an order together. But both
sides couldn’t come to an agreement.
McCafferty ruled following a hearing
M o n d a y.

McCafferty also ruled the state
can only hold people in emergency
rooms for up to six hours before
transferring them to a facility for
treatment. State officials had asked
for up to 12 hours. She asked for sta-
tus reports from the state every four
months.

Judge issues timeline to end
involuntary holding practice
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By JAMIE L. COSTA
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More money for Concord’s purple
“pay as you throw” trash bags, as well
as hikes in water and sewer rates are
among the new expenses for resi-
dents beyond a 4% tax increase in the

proposed budget. 
In the first of a series of budget dis-

cussions, Concord City Manager Tom
Aspell delivered an overview of the
spending plan to councilors Thursday
night.

The presentation detailed budget
increases, capital improvement pro-
jects and general fund expenses to
include a potential 4% tax increase for
city residents, funding for soccer
lights at Keach Park, new vehicles for
the police and fire departments, a

compensation and benefit study for
city staff and a police station site anal-
ysis. 

“This is just a starting point and
will give you a place to begin review
and make changes as you go through
it,” Aspell said.

Budget overview
The city’s total spending would in-

crease by 5.7% from $123.1 million to
$130.1 million if the budget were ap-
proved without changes. The pro-

posed 3.95% tax increase for resi-
dents would mean an extra $108 per
year for a home worth $300,000.

While the tax rate has increases in-
crementally over the last decade, ris-
ing property assessments, especially
on residences, have lead to higher tax
bills over time. 

In addition to budget increases,
residents can expect to see a 4.5% in-
crease for city water services and a

City manager’s proposal a
starting point to identify
priorities and their costs

City manager gives overview of $130M budget
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By JAMIE L. COSTA
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Civilians and law enforcement
gathered Friday morning behind
the State House in Concord to
honor New Hampshire’s fallen
law enforcement in an annual
ceremony held by the New
Hampshire State Police. 

Governor Chris Sununu and
Attorney General John Formella
read from New Hampshire’s Roll
of Honor recognizing the names
of the state’s 50 fallen police offi-

cers. 
This year, the names of 371 of-

ficers killed in the line of duty are
being added to the National Law
Enforcement Officers Memorial
in Washington D.C., one of which
died in New Hampshire in 1993. 

Deputy Sheriff Donald E.
Callahan of the Merrimack
County Sheriff ’s Office, a former
Concord Police Lieutenant, died
of cardiac arrest while participat-
ing in a mandatory physical

MEMORIAL: Annual ceremony remembers law enforcement officers who have died
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Members of New Hampshire law enforcement salute during the opening procession at the 31st annual Fallen Law Enforcement Officers
Memorial Ceremony near the State House on Friday.
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By PAUL STEINHAUSER
For the Monitor

Gov. Chris Sununu likes to high-
light that he’s “a New Hampshire
guy ” and “the governor 24-7.”

So how does New Hampshire’s pop-
ular Republican governor square that
with potentially running for president,

which would entail plenty of out-of-
state campaigning and fundraising.

“Whatever we would do, would be
structured around making sure the
needs of the state don’t go un-
matched,” Sununu said.

Sununu said New Hampshire
would still remain his top priority if he
launched a presidential campaign.

“The state comes first,” Sununu
said. “Making sure if we do this, all the
pieces are in place to make sure, what-
ever needs there are, are going to be

met. And that’s something I’m quite
passionate about.”

Sununu, while making no an-
nouncements about his future inten-
tions, took questions from reporters
following the latest meeting of New
Hampshire’s Executive Council this
week.

“We ’re not going to walk away from
this state,” the governor said. “I
w o u l d n’t do anything that would put in

Presidential hopefuls begin
summer of stops in Granite State

Sununu says he’s focused on NH
ON THE TRAIL
A WEEKLY CAMPAIGN ROUNDUP
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