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Legislative action
A behavioral health clinic model 

that saves lives, money is approved 
in Nebraska. Midlands

Three state 
champions are 

crowned on the 
final day of the 

state baseball 
tournament. 

Sports

Newborn 
screening for 
rare genetic 
condition gives 
baby a head start 
on treatment. 
Midlands

DAN CRISLER
World-Herald Staff Writer 

Open spaces, centralized offices 
and plenty of natural light to make 
even the darkest days brighter.

That’s what the new eight-story 
Douglas County Justice Center 
will have to offer for everyone who 
passes through its halls. Officials 

said the $97 million justice cen-
ter will offer a more relaxed atmo-
sphere for county employees and 
the children going through the 
court system.

The top two floors are being 
used by the Douglas County At-
torney’s Office while public de-
fense attorneys are working on 
the two middle floors. Six identical 
courtrooms sit on the two floors 
above the first-floor lobby and 
are scheduled to open next week. 

A skywalk featuring frosted win-
dows connects the justice center 
to the Douglas County Court-
house.

“One of the very big focal points 
of the project was space for our 
county attorney, our public de-
fender and our juvenile judges,” 
Douglas County Board Chair Mary 
Ann Borgeson said during a media 
tour Friday.

New justice center offers 
more relaxed atmosphere

ANNA REED, THE WORLD-HERALD 

The new Douglas County Justice Center at 1717 Harney St. offers plenty of natural light and a more relaxed atmosphere for county 
employees and the children going through the court system.

ERIN BAMER
World-Herald Bureau 

LINCOLN — Nebraska will 
soon join the list of states that 
have passed legislation restrict-
ing access to abortion and gen-
der-affirming care in recent years, 
all through the passage of a single 
bill. 

The Nebraska Legislature 
passed Legislative Bill 574 in a 
33-15 vote Friday. Now it will go 
to Gov. Jim Pillen’s desk, where it 
is expected to be signed into law 
early next week. 

“All children deserve a chance 

to grow and live happy, fruitful 
lives,” Pillen said in an email state-
ment after the bill passed. “This 
includes pre-born boys and girls, 
and it includes children struggling 
with their gender identity. These 
kids deserve the opportunity to 
grow and explore who they are 
and want to be, and they can do 
so without making irreversible 
decisions that should be made 
when they are fully grown.”

LB 574 will ban gender-affirm-
ing surgeries for individuals un-
der 19, and task the state’s chief 
medical officer with establishing 
restrictions on puberty blockers 
and hormone therapy for the same 
age group. It will also ban abor-
tions at 12 weeks past gestation. 

After the vote, the bill’s intro-

ducer, State Sen. Kathleen Kauth 
of Omaha, said she thought the 
debate and vote went “very well.”

“We finally got to have our say,” 
she said. “It was a very tough bill. 
It’s been a tough four months.”

Because of an emergency 
clause, the abortion restrictions 
will take effect the day after Pil-
len signs it, while the gender-af-
firming care restrictions will take 
effect Oct. 1.

An emergency clause requires at 
least 33 votes to pass during a bill’s 
final round of debate. Opposing 
Sen. Danielle Conrad of Lincoln 
pleaded with supporting lawmak-
ers to not support the emergency 
clause, arguing the immediate 

Legislature passes abortion, trans bill

JUSTIN WAN, LINCOLN JOURNAL STAR 

Police arrest a protester during debate on Legislative Bill 574 Friday 
at the Capitol. Both of the chamber’s balconies were cleared after a 
few opponents of the bill began throwing objects onto the floor.

ZEKE MILLER, FOSTER KLUG,  
JOSH BOAK AND ELAINE KURTENBACH

Associated Press 

HIROSHIMA, Japan — Presi-
dent Joe Biden told allies Friday 
he will approve plans to train 
Ukrainian pilots on U.S.-made 
F-16 fighter jets, according to 
two people familiar with the mat-
ter, as leaders of the world’s most 
powerful democracies worked to 
toughen punishments on Rus-
sia for its 15-month invasion of 
Ukraine.

The Group of Seven leaders 
are meeting in Hiroshima, with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy set to take part in their 
summit on Sunday. He addressed 
a summit of Arab leaders in Saudi 
Arabia on Friday as he sought to 
rally support for his country.

The green light on F-16 train-
ing is the latest shift by the Biden 
administration as it moves to arm 
Ukraine with more advanced and 
lethal weaponry, following earlier 
decisions to send rocket launcher 
systems and Abrams tanks. The 
U.S. insisted that it is sending 

Biden to OK 
training for 
Ukrainians 
on F-16 jets

Measure bans abortions 
after 12 weeks, limits 
gender-affirming care

County offers peek  
at $97 million facility

Please see ABORTION, Page A2
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3RD ANNUAL
PATRIOTIC PARADE AND CONCERT

SATURDAY MAY 27TH | 10AM
GENE LEAHY MALL AND OLD MARKET

patrioticproductions.org/patrioticevents

Honoring our Nation’sMilitary, First Responders, Gold Star Families:
Over 80 Entries! Tuskegee P-51CMustang accompanied by the Tuskegee

“RISE ABOVE” Exhibit (Free Admissions). Bring your kids, grandkids,
neighbors & friends & stay for the Concert at the Gene LeahyMall.


