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implementation plan 
for voter ID. LOCAL, A3

DAVID KLEPPER AND ALI SWENSON
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Computer 
engineers and tech-inclined 
political scientists have warned 
for years that cheap, powerful 
artificial intelligence tools would 
soon allow anyone to create fake 
images, video and audio that was 
realistic enough to fool voters 
and perhaps sway an election.

The synthetic images that 
emerged were often crude, un-
convincing and costly to pro-
duce, especially when other 
kinds of misinformation were 
so inexpensive and easy to spread 
on social media. The threat posed 
by AI and so-called deepfakes al-
ways seemed a year or two away.

No more.
Sophisticated generative AI 

tools can now create cloned hu-
man voices and hyper-realis-
tic images, videos and audio in 

LAUREN PENINGTON
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Seventy-five years ago, Ray 
Coffey graduated first in his class 
from the University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln Army ROTC pro-
gram. On Friday, his grandson 
followed in his footsteps and did 
the same.

“I’m excited to see a lot of 
chapters closing and a lot of 
doors opening,” senior Jordan 
Coffey said. “It feels like I’m a 
part of something bigger than 
myself, which is the story of 
being in the Army, and I can’t 
be thankful enough for that but 
then to also have the support and 
legacy that my family’s been a 
part of, it’s an honor.”

Jordan Coffey said there was 
no singular moment where he 
knew this was what he wanted 
to do — it was a culmination of 
little moments over the years. 

“I didn’t know what I wanted 
out of the Army when I first 
joined ROTC my freshman year,” 
he said. “I didn’t contract until 
my sophomore year, so before 
that I could’ve dropped it at any 
time. But as I spent more time in 
the program and met the people 
in my class, I was motivated 
again and again to be better and 
that’s so instrumental to where 
I am today.”

In the years between the two 
graduates, Jordan Coffey’s father 
and two uncles also graduated 
from the Army ROTC program at 
UNL and another uncle enlisted 
as a soldier in the Nebraska Army 
National Guard.

“We have quite the military 
history and I’m thrilled to con-
tinue to be a part of it,” Jordan 
Coffey said. “In our family, ser-
vice is important and it’s grati-
fying to carry that mantle now.”

When he walked across the 
stage Friday evening, he did so 
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Nebraska lawmakers on Friday 
passed a bill that will further re-
strict access to abortion in the 
state and ban gender-affirming 
surgeries for minors.

At the end of an emotional, 
raucous day of debate that was 
briefly interrupted by a protest 
in the legislative chamber, the 
Legislature voted 33-15 to send 
the bill (LB574) accomplishing 

both to Gov. Jim 
Pillen.

The first-year 
Republican gov-
ernor is expected 
to sign the bill 
into law early next 

week. When he does, because of 
an emergency clause attached 
to it, the provisions of LB574 
related to abortion will become 
law a day later, while the ban on 
gender-affirming surgeries will 
go into effect on Oct. 1.

Shortly after the final vote was 
taken just after 4 p.m., Omaha 
Sen. Kathleen Kauth, who spon-
sored the measure banning gen-
der-affirming surgeries for in-
dividuals under 19, said she was 
happy with the outcome, which 
she said came at the end of four 
difficult months.

“It’s an important bill that we 
got done,” she said. “We want to 
protect kids.”

Friday — Day 81 of the 90-day 
session — was marked once again 
by intense debate both inside and 
outside the legislative chamber, 
illustrating the polarization that 
has gripped the Legislature and 
state at large over both issues.

Crowds of people representing 
both sides gathered in the Ro-
tunda as 20 additional security 
officers were called in to keep the 
peace.

Opponents of the bill waved 
signs and chanted for most of 
the afternoon, while support-
ers huddled in prayer circles, or 
watched on TVs set up to allow 
for people to watch a livestream 

of the debate.
As some handed out T-shirts 

and bottles of water, Wrenn 
Jacobson, 29, sat with others 
making friendship bracelets. 
Nearby, a mannequin made to 
look bloody, which Jacobson said 
represented the outcomes for 
women and trans individuals if 
the bill passed, was splayed out 
on the floor.

“I’m tired of this,” Jacobson 
said. “They’re not listening, 
they’re using their own religion 
as a basis to do whatever they 
want, even as we beg them to 
stop and other Christians tell 
them it’s wrong.”

Jacobson called the “escalation 
of attacks against trans people” 
terrifying, and said opponents of 
the bill were there to stand up for 
those individuals.

“I’ve never seen anything like 
this before in my life,” Jacobson 
said. “I’ve never heard people 
chanting for hours on end like 
they did Tuesday, like they will 
today against this bill. People are 
begging and pleading for this to 
stop.”

Julie Sheldon, who said she 
gave birth to her children while 
she was still a teenager, said she 
backed the effort to stop children 
from making “life-altering deci-
sions” that couldn’t be reversed.

“I think we need to protect 
children from long-term harm,” 
said Sheldon, 45. “We put re-
strictions on drinking, on mar-

riage, on joining the military, and 
this shouldn’t be any different.

“I don’t agree with the life-
style, but the misnomer is that 
this bill is about hate toward 
trans people when it is not,” she 
added. “It’s about protecting 
children.”

Inside the chamber, Jacobson 
and Sheldon’s sentiments were 
being echoed by senators as ten-
sions remained high, eventually 
spilling over into a protest that 
briefly stopped the proceedings.

At about the halfway point of 
Friday’s debate, as Kauth was 
speaking, one person began 
shouting from the north balcony, 
where opponents were seated. 
Moments later, two others began 
throwing pieces of cloth dyed red 
onto lawmakers below.

Speaker John Arch called for 
the Legislature to stand at ease 
as security removed and arrested 
the women. A total of six peo-
ple were arrested and four were 
transported to the Lancaster 
County Jail, including people on 
either side of the debate.

Kauth later said the incident 
was “a good representation” of 
what she described as the hate 
that had been directed toward 
her and other supporters.

Proponents said LB574 will 
stop minors from making irre-
versible changes to their bodies, 
and responded — sometimes 
forcefully — to accusations from 
supporters that the bill would 

legislate hate in Nebraska.
“You can spin this any way you 

want, you can frame it any way 
you want, I’ve heard words like 
hateful, anti-trans,” said Sen. 
Tom Briese of Albion. “That’s 
baloney. At the end of the day, 
LB574 is about protecting inno-
cent kids.”

Lincoln Sen. Carolyn Bosn said 
a narrative had been built that 
supporters of the bill hate trans-
gender youth — something she 
said was categorically not true.

“This bill isn’t about being 
unsupportive of transgender 
children,” said Bosn, who was 
appointed to the Legislature a 
little more than a month ago. 
“It’s about preventing irrevers-
ible changes to their bodies until 
they’re adults.”

Senators who opposed the bill 
labeled it an attack on a vulner-
able minority. They also said 
medical experts, the business 
community, and a majority of 
Nebraskans didn’t want their 
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State Sens. Machaela Cavanaugh (from left), Megan Hunt, Kathleen Kauth, John Fredrickson, Wendy DeBoer, Mike Jacobson and Lou Ann Linehan 
watch the board during the final votes on LB574 on Friday at the Capitol. The bill limits gender-affirming care for transgender youth and bans 
abortion after 12 weeks.
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legacy of 
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AI presents 
peril in 2024

Legislature passes LB574
Bill banning gender- 
affirming care, limiting 
abortions sent to Pillen

D Mack and Billie Douglass of Lincoln console each other after senators 
passed a bill limiting gender-affirming care and abortion in Nebraska. 
Hundreds of protesters again gathered in the Rotunda on Friday for 
votes on the bill.

How they voted
Nebraska lawmakers gave 
final approval 33-15 to a bill 
(LB754) that bans some gen-
der-affirming treatments for 
transgender youth as well as 
abortions after 12 weeks.

Voting yes (33)

Aguilar, Albrecht, Arch, Ar-
mendariz, Ballard, Bosn, 
Bostelman, Brandt, Brewer, 
Briese, Clements, DeKay, 
Dorn, Dover, Erdman, Hal-
loran, Hansen, Hardin, 
Holdcroft, Hughes, Ibach, 
Jacobson, Kauth, Linehan, 
Lippincott, Lowe, McDonnell, 
Moser, Murman, Riepe, Sand-
ers, Slama, von Gillern

Voting no (15)

Blood, Bostar, Cavanaugh, J., 
Cavanaugh, M., Conrad, Day, 
DeBoer, Dungan, Fredrickson, 
Hunt, McKinney, Raybould, 
Vargas, Walz, Wishart

Excused, not voting (1)

Wayne

’23

Threat to manipulate 
voters at all-time high
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