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MARGERY A. BECK
 Associated Press

LINCOLN (AP)  —  The Ne-
braska Legislature on Friday 
approved a 12-week abortion ban 
and restrictions on gender-af-
firming care for people younger 
than 19 in a move so contentious 
that lawmakers on both sides 
have said they may be unable to 
work together in the future.

Conservative lawmakers 
called in a visibly ill colleague so 
they would have enough votes 
to end a filibuster and pass a bill 
with both measures. Republican 
Gov. Jim Pillen, who pushed for 
the bill, has promised to sign it 
into law.

The mood in the Nebraska 
Capitol has been volatile since 
lawmakers on Tuesday ad-
vanced by a single vote the hy-
brid measure that ties together 
restrictions that Republicans 
have pursued across the U.S. 
One lawmaker, Omaha state Sen. 
Megan Hunt, disclosed in March 
that her teenage son is transgen-
der and said Friday that she now 
plans to leave the state.

North Carolina also passed a 
12-week abortion ban this week, 
among a slew of restrictions 
enacted in states after the U.S. 
Supreme Court last year struck 
down the 1973 Roe v. Wade rul-
ing that established a nationwide 
right to abortion. Fourteen states 
now have bans throughout preg-
nancy.

Nebraska, however, had not 
passed new restrictions while 
continuing to prohibit abor-
tion starting around 20 weeks 
of pregnancy. The 12-week ban 
includes exceptions for rape, 
incest and to save the life of 
the mother. Opponents unsuc-
cessfully sought an exception 
for fatal fetal anomalies and to 
explicitly protect doctors from 
criminal charges for performing 
a contested abortion.

The bill also would prevent 
transgender people under 19 from 
receiving any gender-confirming 

TAMMY REAL-MCKEIGHAN
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Eric Schnoor knew something 
was wrong.

It was a Saturday morning in 
October 2022 and the Scribner 
area farmer planned to eat break-
fast with his wife, Lynn, before 
heading out to harvest his crops.

“She came out of the bath-
room holding her right hand with 
a confused look on her face,” he 
said.

Lynn, a business professor at 
Midland University, has a back-
ground in mathematics, but 
things weren’t adding up that 
day.

“It was like I was in a dream,” 
she said. “I was looking at my 
hand and I could not figure out 
why it seemed like it was not 
attached to my body. It was so 
weird.”

Her thought processes were 
fine, but she couldn’t talk or 

move her right arm or leg.
Schnoor, who realized his wife 

was having a stroke, called 9-11. 
His quick action along with that 
of the Scribner Rescue Squad 
would help get Lynn the critical 
surgery she needed at Nebraska 
Medical Center in Omaha.

On May 30 – during National 
Stroke Awareness Month—Ne-
braska Medicine will present 
Eric Schnoor and the rescue 
squad with the “Stroke Hero 
Award.” They will be honored 
at 10 a.m. in the Scribner Vol-
unteer Fire Station. The public 
is invited.

Schnoor remembers having 
Lynn sit so she wouldn’t fall and 
hit her head and calling for the 
rescue squad. Her condition was 
alarming and having recently 
moved to their current home, 
he suddenly couldn’t remember 
their address.

Lynn could remember the 
address and even now recalls 
the entire experience and the 
thoughts she had—even though 
she couldn’t verbalize them at 

the time.
She wondered if she’d still be 

able to teach or be as active as 
she’d always been. She wondered 
if she’d be able to hold her first 
grandchild, due in April.

“I remember everything,” she 

told the Tribune. “I just couldn’t 
communicate anything. It was 
terrible.”

Using GPS technology, a dis-
patcher pinpointed the Schnoors’ 

Assisting a stroke patient
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After a presentation from the 
principal of Johnson Crossing 
Academic Center to the Fremont 
Public Schools Board of Education 
in April, which in part highlighted 
that the school was suffering from 
a more than a 23% rate of “chronic 
absenteeism,” at least one board 
member wanted more informa-

tion and answers on the issue.
The comments from JCAC 

Principal Brent Harrill at the April 
10 meeting irked FPS Board Mem-
ber Mike Petersen, who asked that 
night for more information on the 
subject and said students cannot 
learn when they are not in school.

“That statistic — if it is true 
for the whole district — that’s 
almost 25 percent absenteeism. 
That would be almost one in four 
students chronically absent,” Pe-
tersen said at the April 10 meet-
ing, adding that missing classes 
impacts educational achievement.

Petersen’s request led the ad-

ministration of the FPS district 
to compile a report that will be 
presented to the board at a future 
meeting. It is not known when the 
FPS board members will be pre-
sented with the data.

FPS Superintendent Mark 
Shepard said it is important to 
know that there are “a variety of 
reasons why students are absent 
from school.” He also shared the 
preliminary findings of the report 
with the Tribune after a request 
for more data about the subject.

When Petersen questioned the 
statistics on absenteeism on April 
10, Shepard offered some expla-

nations of the issue and how the 
district handles students who 
miss classes.

Shepard said the formula used 
by the state to determine chronic 
absenteeism can be misleading 
due to several aspects of how an 
absence is defined, noting that 
there are many students in the 
kindergarten through third grade 
levels who have chronic medical 
issues which cause them to be ab-
sent, but they may be classified in 
a misleading manner.

Why students miss school
Those reasons for missing 

classes, according to data pro-
vided in May by the district to the 
Tribune, include medical; mental 
health; “other;” being out of the 
country or out of the city; trans-
portation problems; unknown; 
and “waiting to age out.”

Other reasons cited in the FPS 
statistics include school officials 
being unable to contact an ab-
sent student to determine why 
they missed school, as well as a 
new phenomenon that has risen 
significantly since the COVID-19 
pandemic: a student’s refusal to 

FPS eyes absenteeism
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Chef Logan Kesselring, co-owner of Alto Kitchen and Bar—creates the final pour and mix of the signature ‘Gold Lion’ cocktail. Check out the 
business section for the full feature on this restaurant. 

ALTO KITCHEN AND BAR GOING STRONG AFTER A REMODEL
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Lynn and Eric Schnoor of rural Scribner are shown with Eric Hanson, 
a paramedic with the Scribner Rescue Squad. On May 30 — during 
National Stroke Awareness Month — Nebraska Medicine will present 
Eric Schnoor and the rescue squad with the “Stroke Hero Award” for 
their quick work in helping Lynn, who had a stroke.

JCAC report in April 
drew attention to issue 
in the school district 
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Scribner man, squad 
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