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CHRIS DUNKER
Lincoln Journal Star

Nebraska lawmakers gave their 
final approval to a bill that bans 
some gender-affirming treat-
ments for transgender youth as 
well as abortions after 12 weeks.

At the end of an emotional 
and often raucous day that was 
briefly interrupted by protests in 
the legislative chamber, 33 sena-
tors voted to shut off a filibuster 
and send the bill (LB754) to Gov. 
Jim Pillen for his signature.

Because the bill has an emer-
gency clause attached, LB574 
will become law a day after Pil-
len signs it.

When it does, gender-affirm-
ing surgeries for individuals 
under 19 would be outlawed in 
Nebraska, and the Department 
of Health and Human Services 
would be required to develop 
regulations for puberty blockers 
and hormone therapy.

Opponents said that 
rule-making process could ul-
timately ban those treatments, 
as well.

Transgender youth who have 
already begun treatments before 
Oct. 1 this year would be allowed 
to continue those treatments, 
according to supporters.

As amended earlier this week, 
the bill also bans abortions after 
12 weeks gestational age, which 
is marked from a woman’s last 
menstrual period. That’s about 
10 weeks after fertilization.

Opponents raised concerns 
about the lack of exceptions 
for fetal anomalies, and that 
the amendment did not remove 
criminal penalties for abortion 
from state statute.

Sen. Ben Hansen of Blair, the 
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On May 18, hundreds of ex-
cited racing fans cheered as an 
announcement came over the 
intercom at the Highway 30 
Speedway. The unusual thing 
was that the race hadn’t started 
yet. The announcement was 
about a member of the crowd.

Janelle Lincoln, racetrack 
owner Bobby Lincoln’s wife, is 

one week away from her final 
chemotherapy treatment for 
breast cancer after being diag-
nosed in January. To celebrate 
and give back to the community, 
Bobby Lincoln said, they orga-
nized a fundraising event at the 
regularly-scheduled Thursday 
Night Thunder.

“My wife was diagnosed 
around the first of the year with 
breast cancer. We believe in giv-
ing back, so we decided to raise 
money for the Columbus Cancer 
Care Center,” Lincoln said.

This is the first time they’ve 
done something like this, he 
added. In addition to the pro-

ceeds of the race going to the 
cancer center, they also had a do-
nation bucket, a 50/50 drawing 
and several promotional items as 
well as a different type of race for 
the night.

“We have (shirts) they can buy 
also and we have our sports mod 
and one going so far as taking off 
the roofs (of cars) and calling it 
topless,” Lincoln said. “It’s neat 
because you can look in the car 
and see the drivers. It’s our first 
year doing this also.”

Brandon Spanjer, one of the 
racers, said events like this are 
pretty common during Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, but 

at the beginning of the summer 
not so much.

“This is the first time where 
it’s so close to home with the 
owners of the racetrack actually 
being affected and I think that’s 
going to resonate well, we’re go-
ing to get a good response from 
the crowd and the racers,” Span-
jer said.

Several hundred did show up 
for the event, many wearing 
pink. Some of the cars “pinked 
out” for the event as well. Be-
fore the race started, announc-
ers gave a short explanation of 

Fight to the finish
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U.S. 30 Speedway owners Bobby and Janelle Lincoln wear bright pink costumes on May 18 for the racetrack’s Pink Out event for breast cancer. 
Janelle has one final round of chemotherapy for breast cancer herself following a diagnosis earlier this year.
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Editor’s note: In a partnership 
with the Columbus Area Chil-
dren’s Museum, The Columbus 
Telegram is publishing a series 
in which a different exhibit area 
of the museum will be featured 
each month leading up to facil-
ity’s opening this fall. This is the 
first installment in the series.

Kids’ natural curiosity and 
creative play will be able to be 
unleashed with the Columbus 
Area Children’s Museum water 
play area.

Located on the second floor 
of the new museum, which is 
slated to open this fall inside the 
Columbus Community Building, 
an interactive water table will be 
the focus of the area.

The water table – currently 
being fabricated by Boss Display 
of Columbus, Ohio – will hold 
approximately 700 gallons of 
water and will cover 280 square 
feet, according to information 

provided by Jonas Pultinevicius 
of Heartland Scenic Studio out 
of Omaha.

The Columbus Area Children’s 
Museum (CACM) has partnered 
with Heartland Scenic Studio, 
which provides design and fabri-
cation of museum exhibits, com-
mercial displays, custom store 
fixtures and theatrical scenery. 
The company is working with 
the CACM Board of Directors 
to conceptualize and design the 
water table.

Children’s museums, 

Funhouse of local geography
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Pictured is another rendering of the water table that will be at the Columbus 
Area Children’s Museum. 
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