
By Melissa Van Der Stad
The Forum

FARGO — The city of 
Fargo has fired Finance 
Director Terri Gayhart 
after the city’s internal 
investigation uncov-
ered allegations such 
as name-calling and 
gender bias that had 

employees 
“dreading” 
c o m i n g 
into work 
each day.

F a r g o 
Chief Com-
m u n i c a -
tions Offi-
cer Gregg 
S c h i l d -

berger confirmed in an 
email to The Forum that 
the city terminated Gay-
hart’s employment on 
Wednesday, May 17.

Gayhart was put on 
paid administrative 
leave on March 31 by 
Fargo City Administra-
tor Michael Redlinger, 
according to city records.
An internal investigation 
then began into “reports 
of a toxic work environ-
ment within the finance 
department, as well as 
deficient performance 
as the finance director,” 
Redlinger wrote in the 
March letter.

The 41-page report 
from the city of Fargo 
released late Thursday 

night, May 18, found 
among other things 
that Gayhart lacked core 
leadership competen-
cies, failed to support 
the finance team as a 
leader of the department 
and has a pattern of 
alienating and avoiding 
certain individual team 
members with whom 
she had conflict. Those 
team members were 
all female staffers, the 
report noted.

Complications with 
Gayhart, who was hired 
in May 2022, ranged 
from concerns over 
the work environment, 
leadership and com-
munication. The city’s 
investigation was head-
ed by Redlinger, Director 
of Human Resources Jill 
Minette, Assistant Direc-
tor of Human Resourc-
es Beth Wiegman and 
Human Resources Man-
ager Camila Van Dyke.

Work environment
Team members inter-

viewed in the investiga-
tion paint a picture of a 
director who often dis-
played disrespect.

Finance Manager 
Jamie Bullock attributed 
her decision to leave the 
City of Fargo to Gay-
hart’s leadership and 
lack of professionalism. 
Others said she preferred 
input of male members 
of staff over their female 
counterparts, and pref-
erentially assigned work 
to her “favorites.”

By Jeremy Turley
The Forum
Bismarck

Over a long career 
in public budget 
writing, former 

North Dakota Rep. 
Jeff Delzer earned a 
reputation as a champion 
of conservative spending.

The Underwood 
Republican’s travel log 
tells a different story.

Delzer took more 
than 30 taxpayer-
funded trips to out-
of-state conferences 

and meetings in the 
past decade, collecting 
nearly $26,000 in daily 
payments for himself 
along the way.

One of Delzer’s 
costliest excursions came 
after voters decided they 
didn’t want him in office 
any longer.

About two months 
after losing his bid for 
reelection in last year’s 
primary, Delzer attended 
an annually held 
legislative summit in 
Denver. The state funded 

the trip to the tune of 
$3,700.

Delzer wasn’t the only 
lame duck to wander 
from the pond. Since 
2014, the North Dakota 
Legislature has spent 
more than $45,000 to 
send a dozen retiring and 
defeated lawmakers to 
out-of-state conferences, 
according to documents 
obtained by Forum News 
Service through a public 
records request.

Some of the departing 
lawmakers served on 

interstate policy boards 
and were expected to 
show up to faraway 
meetings, but others 
went to conferences that 
could have been attended 
by any of their colleagues 
who planned to remain 
in the Legislature.

Rep. Robin Weisz, a 
Hurdsfield Republican 
who briefly oversaw 
legislative conference 
attendance this year, 
said lawmakers 
who announce their 
retirement or lose an 
election “shouldn’t be 
sent anywhere after that 
point.”
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FARMLAND 
FOR SALE

Phone:
701-799-5213

Steven  Johnson
steve@johnsonauctionandrealty.com

R.E. Broker Auctioneer Lic# 976

FOR SALE: 312 Acres of Barnes County ND Farmland. South 
of Pillsbury, ND. 
FOR SALE: 138 Acres Richland County ND Pastureland, 
Tillable with Building. South of Hankinson, ND
FOR SALE: 898 Acres of McHenry County ND Continuous 
pasture land with excellent fences South of Towner ND
FOR SALE: 160 Acres of Cass County expired CRP land 
southwest of Page, ND
FOR SALE: 320 Acres of Nelson County Farmland near 
Michigan, ND
SALE PENDING: 350 Acres Clay County MN Farmland North 
West of Barnesville, MN 
SALE PENDING: 400 Acres of Nelson County expired CRP 
land near Michigan, ND
SALE PENDING: 240 Acres of Cass County farmland east of 
Enderlin, ND
SOLD 80 Acres of Cass County farmland west of  Amenia, ND

40 years of agricultural experience in 
North Dakota, South Dakota and Minnesota

www.johnsonauctionandrealty.com

Fargo finance 
director fired 

Once-contentious 
north Fargo townhomes 
nearing completion

‘His is a dramatic performance’ 

City findings 
uncover lack of 
leadership, pattern 
of alienating

Outgoing ND lawmakers went to faraway 
conferences on the taxpayers’ dime

LAME-DUCK TRAVELERS 

By C.S. Hagen
The Forum

FARGO — The first 
time Jodi Mayo heard her 
son sing she almost fell 
out of her chair.

“We all thought it was 
a soundtrack, but it was 
his voice,” she said.

Her son, Jacob Mayo, 
was between the ages of 
7 and 8 at the time. Now, 
at nearly 18 years old, 

he’s graduating from 
Shanley High School 
with a nearly full ride to 
Southern Methodist Uni-
versity in Dallas, where 
he plans to study music 
vocal performance with a 
minor in business.

“He’s got it. He’s got 
talent,” Jodi Mayo said.

The high school senior 
didn’t grow up with 
music teachers. “His dad 
has a road construction 
company, and we’re not 
the most nurturing artsy 
family either,” Jodi Mayo 
said. “I am proud of him 
that he wants to give 
back, he has a servant’s 

soul.”
With a little coinci-

dence and a little cour-
age, Jacob Mayo began 
singing by imitating.

“And it got to a point 
where no, it wasn’t imi-
tating anymore it was 
the real thing,” Jacob 
Mayo said, adding he 
began singing opera at 
about 14 with help from 
a former Valley City Uni-
versity music teacher.

With graduation 
around the corner, Jacob 
Mayo plans to celebrate 
without a typical party 
in the garage, but with 
a recital. He’s inviting 

the public to a recital 
of his own vocal styling 
to begin at 7 p.m. on 
Monday, May 22, at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church, 
218 10th St. S., Moor-
head.

The recital will fea-
ture different musical 
genres including classi-
cal, musical theater and 
some of his own music.

His nickname, “Ave 
Maria kid,” began at 
Shanley High School 
when classmates and 
friends discovered his 
operatic talent.

Fargo

A deadline is 
drawing near 
for a prominent 

developer to complete 
a once-contentious 
northside townhouse 
project and avoid 
penalties from the city 
of Fargo.

But Jim Roers, CEO 

of Roers Development, 
said there won’t be a 

Special to The Forum
Jacob Mayo, an opera singer and senior from Shanley 
High School, will be holding a musical recital for his 
graduation party on Monday.
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Shanley High School 
opera singer to 
hold musical recital 
for grad party

Gayhart

Robin 
Huebner 
reports
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