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GRAND FORKS  

L ast year was one for 
the record books at the 
Alerus Center, which set 

records for total number of 
tickets sold and the number 
of ticketed events.

Of 376 events in 2022, 
23 were ticketed. For 
comparison, 2019 is ranked 
second, with 16 ticketed 

events, and 2018 
is third, with 13.

Additionally, 
2022 ranks first 
for the most 
tickets sold – 
excluding UND 
football – with a 
total of 100,052.

Alerus Center 
General Manager 

Anna Rosburg said 2022 was 
a full return to normal for 
the facility. She described 
the numbers as a “post-
pandemic boom.”

“For the most part, all of 
our shows sold very well, too. 
I think that also played into 
people wanting to get back to 
events, which was definitely 
a benefit coming out of the 

pandemic,” Rosburg said.
The last record year for 

tickets sold at the Alerus 
Center — which is owned by 
the city of Grand Forks — 
was in 2018, when 65,403 

tickets were sold.
Rosburg doesn’t expect 

2023 to reach the same levels 
as last year, but she and staff 
are optimistic for 2024.

“Booking is cyclical, so 

we’re going to have years 
that are great years and we’re 
going to have years that (are) 
average years,” she said. 
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Contributed 
Morgan Wallen performs during his concert March 12, 2022, at the Alerus Center in Grand Forks.

Eric Hylden/Grand Forks Herald
Dr. Katie Shahwan performs the Mohs micrographic 
surgical procedure on her patient, Joe Lawson, of 
Brocket, North Dakota, to remove cancerous cells. 
The minimally invasive Mohs treatment allows 
immediate and complete microscopic examination of 
the removed cancerous tissue, so that all “roots” and 
extensions of the cancer can be eliminated, leaving 
healthy tissue intact.

Forum News Service file photo 
Former North Dakota Republican Rep. Jeff Delzer 
chairs a meeting of the House Appropriations 
Committee on March 14, 2019, at the state Capitol.
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’22 BROKE RECORDS AT 
ALERUS CENTER

By Jeremy Turley
Grand Forks Herald

BISMARCK — Over a long 
career in public budget writing, 
former North Dakota Rep. Jeff 
Delzer earned a reputation as a 
champion of conservative spend-
ing.

The Underwood Republican’s 
travel log tells a different story.

Delzer took more than 30 tax-
payer-funded trips to out-of-
state conferences and meetings 
in the past decade, collecting 
nearly $26,000 in daily payments 
for himself along the way.

One of Delzer’s costliest excur-
sions came after voters decided 

they didn’t want him in office 
any longer.

About two months after los-
ing his bid for reelection in last 
year’s primary, Delzer attended 
an annually held legislative sum-
mit in Denver. The state funded 
the trip to the tune of $3,700.

Delzer wasn’t the only lame 
duck to wander from the pond. 
Since 2014, the North Dakota 
Legislature has spent more than 
$45,000 to send a dozen retiring 
and defeated lawmakers to out-
of-state conferences, according 
to documents obtained by Forum 
News Service through a public 
records request.

Some of the departing law-
makers served on interstate pol-
icy boards and were expected to 
show up to faraway meetings, but 
others went to conferences that 
could have been attended by any 
of their colleagues who planned 
to remain in the Legislature.

Rep. Robin Weisz, a Hurdsfield 
Republican who briefly oversaw 
legislative conference attendance 
this year, said lawmakers who 
announce their retirement or lose 
an election “shouldn’t be sent 
anywhere after that point.”

“To me, it should be people 

Lame-duck travelers, faraway places
Outgoing ND lawmakers took trips to conferences on the taxpayers’ dime
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By Sav Kelly
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS — The 
Grand Forks County com-
mission recently voted in 
favor of temporarily raising 
sheriff’s deputies starting 
salary, in part due to a wid-
ening pay gap between the 
Grand Forks County Sher-
iff’s Office and Grand Forks 
Police Department.

The deputy 
wage increase 
will begin on 
July 31 and last 
until the end 
of the year. 
The minimum 
salary will be 
$60,000 and 
the maximum 

will be $85,545.65.
In a county commission 

meeting on May 2, Com-
missioner Mark Rustad said 
GFPD officers are up for a 
significant salary increase 
in January.

“The gap between the city 
police force and the sher-
iff’s deputies is about to 
widen substantially,” Rus-
tad said.

Currently, new GFPD 
officers without any prior 
law enforcement experience 
start at either $62,561.82 or 
$64,033.86, depending on 
whether they’ve completed 
the police academy.

Deputy 
pay hike 
eases 
local 
disparity 

Schneider
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By Pamela Knudson
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS – Ed Goetz has 
much to feel good about concerning 
his appearance these days – and he 
has a dermatologist at Altru Health 
System to thank for it.

In the last couple of years, he’s 
had skin cancer on both ears, his 
face and each side of his neck – 
probably the result of “fishing, 
working in the yard and blowing 
snow – and not wearing a hat,” he 
said.

Goetz, 79, of Grand Forks, sought 
treatment for the cancer from Dr. 
Katie Shahwan, who specializes in 
the Mohs micrographic surgical 
technique at Truyu Aesthetic Cen-
ter.

“She’s my favorite doctor,” Goetz 
said with a big smile. “She’s fan-
tastic.”

The lesion on the left side of his 

nose was most serious. It required 
a more extensive procedure, taking 
cartilage from his ear to restore 
that area of his nose – where now 
there’s virtually no scar.

After each procedure, he said, 
there was “a little soreness, but no 
pain.”

Mohs fellowship training   
Shahwan joined Altru in August 

2021, soon after completing a one-
year fellowship in Mohs micro-
graphic surgery and dermatologic 
oncology at The Ohio State Univer-
sity Medical Center.

Originally from Hudson, Wis-
consin, Shahwan earned the Doc-
tor of Medicine degree at Rosalind 
Franklin University of Medicine and 
Science in Chicago and completed 
dermatology residency at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota in 2020, before 

Altru dermatologist among 5 in ND with Mohs training
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City-owned arena set new marks for total tickets sold and number of ticketed events 

trF teen lands  
monster sturgeon  
fishing from dock 
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