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By Jeremy Turley
The Dickinson Press

BISMarCK — Over a long 
career in public budget writ-
ing, former North dakota rep. 
Jeff delzer earned a reputation 
as a champion of conservative 
spending.

the underwood republican’s 
travel log tells a different story.

delzer took more than 30 
taxpayer-funded trips to 
out-of-state conferences and 
meetings in the past decade, 
collecting nearly $26,000 in 
daily payments for himself 

along the way.
One of delzer’s costliest 

excursions came after voters 
decided they didn’t want him 
in office any longer.

about two months after los-
ing his bid for reelection in last 
year’s primary, delzer attend-
ed an annually held legislative 
summit in denver. the state 
funded the trip to the tune of 
$3,700.

delzer wasn’t the only lame 
duck to wander from the pond. 
Since 2014, the North dako-
ta Legislature has spent more 

than $45,000 to send a dozen 
retiring and defeated lawmak-
ers to out-of-state confer-
ences, according to documents 
obtained by Forum News Ser-
vice through a public records 
request.

Some of the departing 
lawmakers served on inter-
state policy boards and were 
expected to show up to far-
away meetings, but others 
went to conferences that could 
have been attended by any 

Outgoing ND lawmakers went to faraway 
conferences on the taxpayers’ dime

Forum News Service file photo
Former North Dakota Republican Rep. Jeff Delzer chairs a 
meeting of the House Appropriations Committee on March 14, 
2019, at the state Capitol. LAWMAKERS: Page 3

By Allison Engstrom
The Dickinson Press

dICKINSON — Few things 
in life pair better than pools 
and summertime, although red 
swim trunks and a whistle go 
together just as swimmingly 
to make the aquatic activities 
possible at your local pool as 
the sun shines and tempera-
tures rise.

dickinson’s only outdoor 
public pool is located at the 
West river Community Center, 
where staff is trying to navi-
gate a dire shortage of lifeguard 
personnel amid the impend-
ing summer months. as they 
prepare for the warmer days 
ahead filling up their outdoor 
pool areas and getting every-
thing cleaned and prepped, 

they worry most about filling 
enough lifeguard positions to 
keep the pool open at its full 
capacity.

WrCC staff said they encoun-
tered this issue last year and 
have noticed a drop in appli-
cants ever since the pandemic. 
recreation & Facilities Man-
ager andrew Grafton inflation 
and stagnant wages have only 
exacerbated the problem.

“a lot of people just figured 
out they didn’t have to work, 
so they just didn’t want to. and 
then for us personally, our life-
guard wages have always been 
higher than most but in the 
last few years, everyone else 
has gotten $15, $18, $20 where 
we have just stayed the same,” 
Grafton said.

He noted pool currently has 
about 30 total lifeguards with 
very sparse availability, though 
for the pool to be able to be 
used at full capacity, which 
includes the indoor, outdoor, 
and morning swim lessons 
they would need 18 lifeguards 
stationed throughout the pools 
at any given time to ensure 
safety for summer swimmers.

at peak hours it is common 
for the pool to welcome over 
400 people. On busy event 
days like Swimming under the 
Stars that number can easily 
reach 450 to 500, according to 
aquatics and Facility Supervi-
sor Colter Hickok. However, if 
there aren’t enough lifeguards 

WRCC in need of rescue from the community amid lifeguard shortage
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The West River Community Center faces an ongoing shortage of 
lifeguards at their pools as they work welcome guests during the 
summer months.LIFEGUARDS: Page 6

By Jason R. O’Day
The Dickinson Press

Manning, N.D.

Tensions flared during 
a regular meeting 
of the dunn County 

Commission on Wednesday. 
In contention was a property 
dispute involving road 
construction on 1u Street in 

Sec 26, town 146, rng 97W.
dean Olson said he’s a 

fourth generation dunn 
County rancher. He believes 
the county has illegally 
seized his land to build a 
new gravel road to the home 
of one of his neighbors. 
Commissioner tracey dolezal 
said dirt work for the first 
half of the road has already 

been completed. dunn 
County roads dept Office 
Manager Lori tabor said the 
total length of the gravel 
road being built is 2,647 feet.

Interim County auditor 
Sally Whittingham provided 
financial documentation for 
the project. according to 
Whittingham, the total cost 
for this road is $76,615 and 

$15,000 of that has already 
been spent.

Initial action to build the 
road occurred on aug. 17. 
Minutes from that meeting 
state a motion was made, 
“for the county to construct 
a 16’ width road on the 
south end of the section 
line, to connect with L St. 
and furthermore, not be 

constructed to regular county 
specs, with consideration to 
continue on to u St, upon 
getting engineering estimate 
of cost and feasibility of the 
road within the section line 
right-of way.”

the motion passed in a 
4-1 vote, with Cody Buehner 

Dunn County Commission meeting 
centers on property dispute

Jason O’Day / The Dickinson Press
Ethan Olson, left, and his father Dean Olson, right, during a Dunn County Commission meeting Wednesday.
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