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InsideWeather
CLOUDY WITH A
THUNDERSTORM
High 80 • Low 61
FORECAST • A12

NORTH WILKESBORO — It
didn’t take long for Jesse
Williams to notice a car

slowing to a near crawl on the
street in front of his home.

Williams lives on Fishing
Creek Road, a
couple hundred
yards from the
Junior Johnson
Grandstand
at the North
Wilkesboro
Speedway, and
that lone vehi-
cle represented
economic oppor-

tunity.
A hand-written sign, planted

near the road, spelled it out: $25
to park for the day.

“Come on in. Plenty of
room,” said Williams, 35, as he
motioned for the driver to pull
up close to the house. “Just try-
ing to make a little extra spend-

ing money.”
Daily parking near the refur-

bished Speedway is one modest
ripple in the $50 to $100 million
in the flood of economic bene-
fits that giddy elected officials
have been touting since Gov.
Roy Cooper and the Legislature
directed $18 million in Ameri-
can Rescue Plan money to fix up
the track.

Signs similar to the one in
Williams’ yard have sprouted
all along Fishing Creek Road
and Speedway Lane, winding
two-lane roads that represent
the only ways into (and out of)
the track.

And in a very specific way,
the off-site parking lots for cars
and campers presented a mas-
ter class in microeconomics.
Supply and demand, compe-
tition in an open market and
quick thinking salesmanship to
reach the consumers eager for a
deal were all on full display this

‘Come on in’
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Some property owners around the North Wilkesboro Speedway are able to make money during the All-Star Race weekend, renting out their land
for camping and parking. This spot on Monroe Road, just off Speedway Road and directly across from the North Wilkesboro Speedway has several
dozen RVs and is expecting more as the weekend approaches.

RICHARD CRAVER
Staff Reporter

Research from Wake Forest
University Institute for Regen-
erative Medicine is headed into
space Saturday night.

The research, which looks at
how microgravity affects bioen-
gineered kidney and liver tissues,
will hitch a ride to the Interna-
tional Space Station with Axiom
Space, which is developing the
first commercial space station.

The mission will be launched
from Florida’s Kennedy Space
Center.

“This launch marks an im-
portant next step for our regen-
erative medicine research related
to vascularized tissue,” WFIRM
Director Dr. Anthony Atala said
in a statement.

“This is an opportunity to
develop an interim or early step
toward creating solid tissues/
partial organs for transplanta-
tion into patients in the future
to address the organ shortage.”

The research is among the first
fruits of the collaboration be-
tween WFIRM and Axiom that
was announced in April 2022.

WFIRM officials have de-
scribed the partnership as the

“next frontier” in research and
manufacturing.

Previous research on the ISS
using cells in orbit has included
both 2D and small 3D cultures.

These prior experiments have
shown that cells exposed to mi-
cro-gravity undergo both genetic
and other changes, including
increased motility and prolifer-
ation.

Studying these larger tissues
in microgravity will help the re-
searchers not only with regards
to how the liver and kidney cells
respond, but also how blood
vessels will react to the altered
atmosphere.

To prepare for launch, liver

Research set for outer space debut

WAKE FOREST INSTITUTE FOR REGENERATIVE MEDICINE

Dr. Anthony Atala, director of Wake Forest Institute of Regenerative Medicine,
shares details of a planned outer space research initiative.
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Dr. Julie Ann Freischlag, the
top executive at Atrium Health
Wake Forest Baptist, received an
11.9% increase — to $3.93 million
— in total compensation for fiscal
2021, the system reported Friday.

The compensation included a
30.5% increase
in base salary to
just under $1.9
million. Freis-
chlag received
a 5.6% raise in
2020.

Baptist’s exec-
utive compensa-
tion disclosures
typically are at
least 17 months old when re-
leased by the hospital because
they are based on Form 990
filings to the Internal Revenue
Service.

Freischlag served her fourth
full year as the center’s chief ex-
ecutive during 2020. She became
full-time medical school dean in
February 2018.

On Jan. 17, she stepped down
as dean to concentrate on her du-
ties as chief executive and chief
academic officer of Atrium. Dr.
L. Ebony Boulware took over as
medical school dean on that date.

Baptist is the largest employer
in northwest North Carolina
with more than 22,000 employ-
ees systemwide.

Baptist said in a statement
that “more than ever, health care
administration requires strong,
business-savvy leaders who can
manage the complexities and
challenges the industry is fac-
ing — and retaining top talent
requires a competitive compen-
sation package.”

Critics, including state Trea-
surer Dale Folwell, say hospi-
tal systems use their nonprofit
status for tax advantages and

Atrium
officials
see rise
in pay
Top executive at Baptist
gets a nearly 12% hike
in compensation

Freischlag

Regenerative medicine
project headed to
International
Space Station
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Residents find unique
money-making
opportunities in
shadow of North
Wilkesboro Speedway

Adam Steele, center, and his son Bryson, 11, talk with friends Kevin
Boso and Cheri Wolf from Loudonville, Ohio (left) and Dale Oelkers
from Rutherfordton as they camp on Monroe Road across from the
North Wilkesboro Speedway.

To see more photos
from the North
Wilkesboro Speedway,
scan the QR code with

your smartphone camera and tap
the link.

SCOTT
SEXTON
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‘A true icon’
 Jim Brown, the superstar NFL running back who
later became an actor and civil rights activist during
the 1960s, dies at 87. SPORTS, B1

Vickie Call says she
borrowed money
to make more than
$20,000 worth of
improvements to her
family’s homestead
at 3173 Fishing Creek
Road to make it
suitable for parking
and camping for
the NASCAR All-Star
Weekend. NCDOT has
closed off the bridge
over U.S. 421 to
vehicular traffic and
the N.C. State Patrol is
not letting anyone to
her property without a
handwritten VIP note.
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