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While the music she was singing along
with wasn’t perfectly on cue for Kammie
Stevenson, she was on key as she sang
“Almost There” from the Disney movie
“The Princess and the Frog” at Middle
Schoolers Got Talent hosted by the May-
or’s Youth Advisory Council.

Her confidence from performing at
an early age kept her steady as she went

on to win first place in the competition,
even if she was shaking during the tryout
for it.

“When I tried out, I was shaking. My
mother was like ‘You’ve got to get that
out of yourself Kammie’ and I was like I
know,” Stevenson said, before cracking a
smile with her answer. “I suppose I did a
good job, I got first place.”

East Iredell Middle School student
Stevenson’s energetic performance took

first place, followed by Oakwood Mid-
dle’s Tatum Fortner’s tap dancing rou-
tine in second and American Renaissance
School’s Tae Childress in third with his
acoustic guitar performance.

The performances were judged by John
Koppelmeyer of the Iredell Arts Council,
Isabel Enid, and NAACP Statesville Pres-
ident Todd Scott.

DARLENE SUPERVILLE AND FATIMA HUSSEIN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — About two-thirds of
U.S. adults say they are highly concerned
about how the national economy would be
affected if the U.S. debt limit is not increased
and the government defaults on its debts, ac-
cording to a new poll, even as few say they
have a solid understanding of the debt limit
negotiations.

The poll shows about 6 in 10 say they want
any increase in the debt limit to be coupled
with agreed-upon terms for reducing the
federal budget deficit. At the same time,
Americans are more likely to disapprove
than approve of how President Joe Biden and
congressional negotiators on both sides of
the aisle are handling negotiations. Slightly
more approve of Biden’s handling of the sit-
uation than of congressional Republicans.

The Associated Press-NORC Center for
Public Affairs Research poll was conducted
before Republican negotiators on Friday said
they would “press pause” on talks as the two
sides struggle to come to an agreement to
avert a damaging default on U.S. government
debt. It shows 27% say they approve of Biden
and 26% say the same about congressional
Democrats, while 22% approve of congres-
sional Republicans. Close to half disapprove
of each.

Poll: Most
say pair
debt limit
hike with
deficit cuts
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Kammie Stevenson sings during the Middle Schoolers Got Talent show at the Statesville Civic Center in Statesville on Thursday.

Middle Schoolers Got Talent, and
hopefully, a future youth center

MEG KINNARD
Associated Press

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Sen. Tim
Scott of South Carolina made it
official Friday: He’s running for
president.

Scott, the Senate’s only Black
Republican, filed paperwork
with the Federal Election Com-
mission declaring his intention
to seek his party’s nomination
in 2024. His candidacy will test
whether a more optimistic vision
of America’s future can resonate
with GOP voters who elevated
partisan brawlers in recent years.

The deeply religious 57-year-
old former insurance broker
made his grandfather’s work
in the cotton fields of the Deep
South a bedrock of his political
identity. Yet he rejects the notion
that racism remains a powerful
force in society, and he cast his
candidacy and rise from gener-
ational poverty as the realiza-
tion of a dream only possible in
America.

Scott, who last month formed
an exploratory committee al-
lowing him to raise and spend
money while weighing a White

House campaign, scheduled a
formal announcement on Mon-
day at Charleston Southern Uni-
versity, a private Baptist college
and Scott’s alma mater, in his
hometown of North Charleston.

Scott already scheduled TV
ads to begin airing in early voting
states Iowa and New Hampshire
early next week, the most signif-
icant advertising expenditure by
a potential or declared candidate
in the early stages of the 2024
nominating campaign.

GOP’s Scott files for presidential bid
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Sen. Tim Scott, R-S.C., speaks during a town hall May 8 in Manchester, N.H.
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