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Twenty white roses were individu-
ally placed in a wreath to honor fallen
North Carolina law enforcement offi-
cers.

Twelve of the roses were for North
Carolina officers who died in the line of
duty in 2022. The remaining roses were
to remember Catawba County officers
who died since 1937.

Catawba County District Court
Judge Clifton H. Smith spoke during
the Peace Officer Memorial Service
hosted by the Catawba County Fra-
ternal Order of Police Lodge 26. The
memorial was held at the Catawba
Memorial Park on Friday.

“We honor them (the fallen officers)
today. They paid the ultimate price,”
Smith said. “They knew the dangers
to serve their community. They were
courageous and helped protect our
freedoms. The process of keeping the

peace in a dangerous environment, re-
grettably, may lead to harm. That harm
might be mental, physical, and some-
times life-ending.”

The names of each fallen officer
were called as a uniformed officer
stuck a white rose in the blue and yel-
low wreath. Once all of the names were
called, the Catawba County Sheriff’s
Office Honor Guard fired volleys and
played taps. All law enforcement offi-
cers in attendance saluted.

Newton Police Chief Vidal Sipe was
one of the officers in attendance.

“It’s always good for us in law en-
forcement, as well as our communi-
ties, to pay homage to them who sort
of paved the way for us to be where we
are today,” Sipe said. “We pray for the
families of those that are passed on. We
carry the torch from here for them.”
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Catawba County could soon be adding an
employee at its Veteran Services Office in an
effort to help the office’s short-handed staff
help veterans seeking assistance.

County Manager Mary Furtado’s proposed
budget would add a $50,000-per-year sup-
port specialist to the office responsible for
helping veterans and their families with their
benefits.

The addition of the new position comes at
a time when the office has faced challenges
as a result of short-staffing.

The office had struggled to meets its goal

Veteran
Services
Office
may grow
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Catawba County Sheriff’s Deputy Carl Pope, president of the Fraternal Order of Police places a rose in memory of Catawba County
Sheriff’s Deputy James Alvin McRee. Hickory Police Sgt. Randy W. Isenhour stands at attention beside the wreath.

Fallen officers honored
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The Hickory Police Depart-
ment held its annual cookout to
celebrate National Police Week
on Thursday and Friday.

Hickory has been hosting
the two-day cookout for more
than a decade, Chief Reed Baer
said. The cookout is a time when
Hickory police officers can bring
their families to the department
for a fun time. Baer said Hickory
police retirees, city employees,
other emergency respond-
ers and local law enforcement

agencies are also invited.
“I grew up in a house where

the way you show love and af-
fection was we’d feed people,”
Baer said. “So, this fits in real
well with what I grew up with.”

In 1962, President John F.
Kennedy signed a proclamation
to designate May 15 as Peace Of-
ficers Memorial Day. The week
that date falls in is considered
National Police Week, accord-
ing to policeweek.org.

This year National Police
Week was celebrated from May
14 to May 20.

Throughout the two days, the
Hickory police command staff
tend to the grills. This year, they
cooked hot dogs, hamburgers

and chicken.
Sgt. Lance Bean was one of

the officers who stopped by
with his family to enjoy a hot
meal. Bean, 41, has worked in
law enforcement for more than
17 years. His entire career has
been spent at the Hickory Po-
lice Department.

Bean said his father is who in-
spired him to become a police
officer. He said his dad was an
officer in Burke County.

“It’s just nice to have the sup-
port and just a reminder of why
you do it,” Bean said about Na-
tional Police Week. “And that
there are still people that do
appreciate it, kind of just keeps
us grounded.”

‘Reminder of why you do it’
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Hickory Police Maj. Bryan Adams, right, and Capt. Jeff Young cook up hot
dogs and chicken during the department’s National Police Week cookout.

Proposed budget calls for
new support specialist
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Catawba County Veteran Services Officer
Becky Young, seen here in October 2022,
discusses the services her office offers
veterans and their families. The office has
suffered from short-staffing, a problem County
Manager Marty Furtado is hoping to help
correct with the addition of a new support
specialist position in the proposed budget for
the upcoming fiscal year.

Memorial service a
way to pay homage

WATCH: To see a video of
officers placing memorial roses
in a wreath during the Peace
Officer Memorial Service,

point your smartphone camera at the
QR code, then tap the link.

Fallen Catawba County
police officers
The names of Catawba County officers
honored at the Peace Officer Memorial
Service on Friday.

Catawba County Sheriff’s Deputy Den-
nis W. Dixon (Aug. 16, 2021)

Long View Police K-9 Officer Sam (Feb.
12, 1999)

Catawba County Sheriff’s Office Lt. Ted
C. Elmore (April 27, 1983)

Hickory Police Officer Jerald W. May-
nor (Aug. 9, 1977)

Catawba County Sheriff’s Deputy John
O. Yount (Oct. 1, 1967)

N.C. State Highway Patrolman David B.
Searcy (Oct. 15, 1960)

N.C. State Highway Patrolman A.B.
Smart (March 2, 1939)

Catawba County Sheriff’s Deputy
James Alvin McRee (Nov. 3, 1937)

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Hickory police
host 2-day cookout
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