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Mecklenburg County Manag-
er Dena Diorio on Thursday
recommended raising taxes next

fiscal year to help build dozens
of new schools and pay for other
projects that will cost billions of
dollars over the next several
years.
During her budget presenta-

tion, Diorio recommended in-

creasing property taxes 1.6 cents
more than the revenue-neutral
rate to pay higher costs for serv-
ices, fully fund a requested op-
erating budget increase from
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools
and cover $4 billion in capital

projects, which includes $2.5
billion for dozens of school
projects and $1.5 billion for
other county department needs.
The proposed budget’s

property tax rate is 47.31 cents
per $100 in assessed valuation.

The revenue-neutral tax rate —
what’s needed to bring in the
same amount of money as this
year — is 45.71 cents.
The next fiscal year starts July

1, and county officials will now
work to finalize a budget before
that date.
Budget director Adrian Cox

said 71% of county residents
could see at least a $15 increase
on their property tax bill if com-
missioners approve the manag-
er’s proposal. That’s also partial-
ly because of higher property

Mecklenburg proposes tax
increase to fund new schools
BY GENNA CONTINO
gcontino@charlotteobserver.com
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day, according to their super-
visor.
Charlotte Fire Department

fire chief Reginald Johnson
confirmed at a press conference
Friday that the remains of two
people were recovered Friday
morning. He said Mecklenburg
County Medical Examiner’s
Office would verify the identity
of the victims and notify their
families.
Johnson said firefighters who

tried to rescue the two men,

Two men — Demonte Tyree
Sherrill and Rueben Holmes —
were killed in the massive fire
that consumed an apartment
building in South Park Thurs-

who were on the sixth floor,
had to call a “Mayday” because
they became trapped on the

same floor due to limited vis-
ibility.
“Everyone did the best they

could,” Johnson said. “I think
they did beyond the best they
could.”
Holmes called his boss and

friend Keith Suggs for the last
time at 9 a.m. Thursday from
the construction site where
Holmes had been installing
windows and doors in two new

MELISSA MELVIN-RODRIGUEZ mrodriguez@charlotteobserver.com

Fire Chief Reginald Johnson, far right, answers media questions following the fire department’s efforts extinguishing the five-alarm fire that
tore through a construction site yesterday in South Park.

2 men killed in construction
fire called boss while trapped
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WASHINGTON
Debt limit talks came to an

abrupt standstill Friday after
Republican House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy said it’s time
to “pause” negotiations. A
White House official acknowl-
edged there are “real differ-
ences” making further dis-
cussions difficult.
McCarthy said resolution to

the standoff is “easy,” if only
Democratic President Joe Bi-
den’s team would agree to
some spending cuts Repub-
licans are demanding. Demo-
crats staunchly oppose the
steep reductions Republicans
have put on the table as poten-
tially harmful to Americans.
It is unclear when negotia-

tions would resume, though
talks could pick up again over
the weekend.
“We’ve got to get movement

by the White House and we
don’t have any movement yet,”
McCarthy, R-Calif., told report-
ers at the Capitol. “So, yeah,
we’ve got to pause.”
A White House official said

the president’s team is working
hard towards a “reasonable
bipartisan solution” that can
pass both the House and the
Senate.
Biden’s administration is

racing to strike a deal with
Republicans led by McCarthy
as the nation careens toward a
potentially catastrophic debt
default if the government fails
to increase the borrowing limit,
now at $31 trillion, to keep
paying the nation’s bills.
The president, who has been

Negotiators
put debt
limit talks
on hold
BY KEVIN FREKING, LISA MASCARO
AND ZEKEMILLER
Associated Press
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The FBI has misused a pow-
erful digital surveillance tool
more than 278,000 times, in-
cluding against crime victims,
January 6 riot suspects, people
arrested at protests in the wake
of the police killing of George
Floyd in 2020, and – in one case
– 19,000 donors to a congres-
sional candidate, according to a
newly-unsealed court docu-

ment.
The FBI says it has already

fixed the problems, which it
blamed on a misunderstanding
between its employees and
Justice Department lawyers
about how to properly use a vast
database named for the legal
statute that created it, Section
702.
But the failures to use the 702

database correctly when collect-
ing information about U.S. citi-
zens and others may make it
harder for the agency to marshal

support in Congress to renew
the law, which is due to expire
at the end of this year. It may
also create additional head
winds for the FBI, which has
been under attack for years by
former president Donald Trump
and his political supporters.
House lawmakers aligned with
Trump held a hearing this week
trying to show the nation’s pre-
mier law enforcement agency is
biased against conservatives.

FBI misused tool to surveil
Jan. 6 suspects, BLM arrestees
BY DEVLIN BARRETT
The Washington Post

JABIN BOTSFORD The Washington Post

The FBI, led by Christopher Wray, says it has already fixed
surveillance problems, which it blamed on a misunderstanding
between its employees and Justice Department lawyers about how
to properly use a vast database named for the legal statute that
created it, Section 702. SEE FBI, 3A


