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The FBI has misused a pow-
erful digital surveillance tool
more than 278,000 times,
including against crime victims,
January 6 riot suspects, people
arrested at protests in the wake
of the police killing of George

Floyd in 2020, and – in one
case – 19,000 donors to a con-
gressional candidate, according
to a newly-unsealed court doc-
ument.
The FBI says it has already

fixed the problems, which it
blamed on a misunderstanding
between its employees and
Justice Department lawyers
about how to properly use a

vast database named for the
legal statute that created it,
Section 702.
But the failures to use the

702 database correctly when
collecting information about
U.S. citizens and others may
make it harder for the agency
to marshal support in Congress
to renew the law, which is due
to expire at the end of this year.

It may also create additional
head winds for the FBI, which
has been under attack for years
by former president Donald
Trump and his political sup-
porters. House lawmakers
aligned with Trump held a
hearing this week trying to
show the nation’s premier law

FBI misused tool to surveil
Jan. 6 suspects, BLM arrestees
BY DEVLIN BARRETT
The Washington Post

SEE FBI, 5A

before the governor appointed
him to a significant government
job.
Nicaud, who has long been

among Reeves’ top campaign
donors, landed the governor’s
Gaming Commission
appointment on March 8, 2023.

Gulfport Memorial Hospital
CEO Kent Nicaud wrote Gov.
Tate Reeves a $25,000 cam-
paign check about three weeks

A little more than three weeks
before the appointment, on
Feb. 13, 2023, Nicaud wrote
Reeves’ campaign the $25,000
check, according to a campaign
finance report released last
week.
Gaming commissioners re-

ceive a modest salary from
taxpayers — $40 per day — and
are reimbursed by the state for
travel and meals. The commis-
sion is tasked with regulating
the casino gaming industry,

HANNAH RUHOFF hruhoff@sunherald.com

Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves speaks to the press during a news conference on May 11 in Biloxi.

MS Coast CEO appointed to
Gaming Commission after donation
BY ADAM GANUCHEAU
Mississippi Today

SEE NICAUD, 5A

WASHINGTON
Debt ceiling talks came to an

abrupt standstill Friday after a
top ally to Republican House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy said
it’s time to “press pause” on
negotiations, and a White House
official acknowledged there are
“real differences” that are mak-
ing talks difficult.
Rep. Garret Graves, R-La.,

tapped by McCarthy, R-Calif., to
lead the talks, emerged from an
hourlong session and said gaps
remained between House Re-
publicans and the Democratic
administration.
“It’s time to press pause be-

cause it’s just not productive,”
Graves told reporters.
He added that the negotia-

tions have become “just un-
reasonable” and that it was
unclear when talks would re-
sume.
A White House official, who

was granted anonymity Friday
to discuss the private conversa-

Negotiators
put debt limit
talks on hold

BY KEVIN FREKING, LISA MASCARO
AND ZEKEMILLER
Associated Press

SEE DEBT LIMIT, 5A

The secret’s out, Biloxi.
Southern Living Magazine

included Biloxi in this year’s top
20 places to visit for Memorial
Day.
Special kudos went to Biloxi’s

lighthouse, the Biloxi Cruise
Company and Patio 44 for gou-
da grits, blue crab fondue and
redfish on the half shell.
Biloxi placed 15th on the list

of southern getaways and was
the only destination in Mis-

sissippi. The ranking was better
than New Orleans, Louisiana;
Charleston, South Carolina; and
Charlottesville, Virginia.
If you’re looking for some-

place fun to spend the holiday,
many destinations on the list are
within a few hour’s drive from
the Mississippi Coast.

HERE’S SOUTHERN LIVING
MAGAZINE’S TOP20
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
DESTINATIONS IN THE
SOUTH:
Ocean City, Maryland
Arlington, Virginia

Saint Augustine, Florida
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee
Galveston, Texas
Asheville, North Carolina
Savannah, Georgia
Jacksonville, Florida
Corpus Christi, Texas
Panama City, Florida
Columbus, Georgia
Hilton Head Island, South

Carolina
Wilmington, North Carolina
Naples, Florida
Biloxi, Mississippi
New Braunfels, Texas
Annapolis, Maryland
Charleston, South Carolina

New Orleans, Louisiana
Charlottesville, Virginia Mona Moore: 601-208-0683,

@MooreMomoore

Biloxi a top place to visit for
Memorial Day, magazine says
BY MONAMOORE
momoore@mcclatchy.com

LUKAS FLIPPO Sun Herald file

Coast residents and tourists flocked to the beaches to celebrate on
Memorial Day weekend in 2022. Southern Living Magazine
recommends others should visit for the holiday weekend.

Only three casinos in Mis-
sissippi have the Harmony pro-
gressive table game and one of
them paid out big for a Texas
man playing at Boomtown Casi-
no Biloxi.
Danh N. of Texas was playing

the Harmony Baccarat progres-
sive table game Wednesday
morning when he hit the jackpot
of $103,199.80.
“He’s our first six-of-a-kind

winner — taking 100% of the
jackpot,” said Noel McCann,
Boomtown marketing manager.
The Harmony Progressive

table games are an exclusive
offering at Boomtown, Holly-

Texas man
wins $100K
on baccarat
at Biloxi
casino

BY MARY PEREZ
meperez@sunherald.com
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