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FIVE QUESTIONS
1 What’s the parallel 
of north latitude at 66 
degrees, 33 minutes, 
better known as?
2 What percent of 
the population of Des 
Moines, Iowa, buys 
Penthouse or Playboy: 
8.6, 18.6 or 28.6
3 What does the typi-
cal man cut 94 miles 
of in his lifetime?
4 What river did Fred 
Newton swim length-
wise in 1930?
5 Who was David and 
Bathsheba’s son? 
 

Answers, 1C
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LOCAL FOLKS

Kearery Odeneal, 2, likes to 
ride his bike and have books 
read to him.

PUBLIC 
MEETINGS
May 31: Lowndes 
County Board of 
Supervisors, 9 
a.m., Lowndes 
County Court-
house
June 1: City Coun-
cil work session, 
10:30 a.m., City 
Hall
June 5: Lowndes 
County Board of 
Supervisors, 9 
a.m., Lowndes 
County Court-
house
June 5: Historic 
Preservation Com-
mission, 4 p.m., 
City Hall

Oak Hills wins it all
Bullpen holds narrow lead in late innings to secure  
Class 4A crown, Page 1B
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CALENDAR
Saturday
■ Festival: The summer Burns Bot-
tom Art Festival starts at 11 a.m. with 
live music starting at 5 p.m. Art and 
food vendors, beer “Tap Takeover” at 
Munson and Brothers and live music.
■ Jeep Day: Rick’s Cafe Jeep Club 
is hosting the Jeep Go Topless Day 
for Jeep owners and enthusiasts at 
noon, at Rick’s. Proceeds benefit the 
Oktibbeha County Humane Society.

Sunday
■ Play: Golden Triangle Theatre will 
present “The Sound of Music” at 7 

p.m., 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, at the 
7th Street Centre. Priority seating 
is $40 for adults, $25 for children; 
general admission is $30 for adults, 
$15 for children. Purchase tickets at 
goldentriangletheatre.com.

Thursday, May 25
■ Golf Tournament: Trinity Place 
Retirement Center is hosting a golf 
tournament fundraiser with a 1:30 
p.m. tee time at Elm Lake Golf 
Course, 1609 Taylor Thurston Road, 
Columbus. Call (662) 370-1865 for 
more information or to register a 
team.

NOTE
■ The Dispatch offices will be closed until noon Tuesday due to scheduled 
maintenance by Columbus Light and Water.

SDI aims to purchase 90 acres of port land
BY GRANT MCLAUGHLIN
grant@cdispatch.com 

LOWNDES COUN-
TY — Steel Dynamics 
Incorporated intends to 
purchase 90 acres on the 
southern region of the 
Lowndes County Port Au-
thority’s East Bank. 

Golden Triangle De-
velopment LINK CEO 
Joe Max Higgins told The Dispatch the 
company has been working with LCPA 
on a land purchase agreement to poten-
tially benefit its on-loading and off-load-

ing operations at the port.
SDI has been a customer of the East 

Bank, trucking and railing scrap metal, 
pig iron and other materials to SDI’s 
steel mill near the Golden Triangle 
Regional Airport. It then ships metal 
coils to customers via rail, barges and 
trucks.

If the land purchase goes through, 
Higgins said SDI could essentially set 
up its own port operations with its own 
vendors.

“As SDI grows, they are going to un-
doubtedly have the need to bring in and 

BY BRIAN JONES
bjones@cdispatch.com

One hundred.
That is the number of calls for 

help Susan Garton, executive direc-
tor for the Golden Triangle Home-
less Coalition, estimates she gets 
“every day, seven days a week.”

“When the (Rental Assistance 
for Mississippians Program) shut 
down, our caseload doubled,” she 
said. “I wish that (Gov. Tate Reeves) 
would have extended it five or six 
more months. It was a shock to a 
lot of citizens who were needing as-
sistance.”

In August, Reeves announced 
the state would stop participating 
in a federal program to offer utility 
and rent payments for those affect-
ed by COVID-19, calling it “liberal 
handouts.”

As of this week, help is on the 
way for organizations like Garton’s. 
Monday morning the Lowndes 
County Board of Supervisors gave 
final approval to some $1.75 million 
in federal American Rescue Plan 
Act funding for local nonprofits — 
including $200,000 for the home-
less coalition.

The county gave $400,000 
to the Frank Phillips Memorial 
YMCA; $300,000 to Community 
Counseling; $175,000 each to Boys 
and Girls Club of the Golden Trian-
gle and Last House on the Block; 
$150,000 each to Habitat for Hu-
manity and the United Way; and 
$100,000 each to Contact Helpline 
and Helping Hands Ministries.

Direct impact
Those organizations are so valu-

Higgins

FRANKLIN FIELD DAY

Jessica Lindsey/Dispatch Staff
Zakayla Thompson, right, tosses bean bags into a board as Ashton Harris, left, gathers bean bags to throw after for Franklin Academy’s 
field day on Friday. Thompson and Harris are third graders in Fernanda Windham’s class. Field day activities included dancing, tug of war, 
jumping on bouncy houses, eating Kool-aid pickles and candy and more.

Grant McLaughlin/Dispatch Staff

Purchase could support increased SDI, ADI capacityA portion of the 
southern 90 acres 

of the Lowndes 
County Port Authori-
ty East Bank shown 

Friday. Steel Dynam-
ics is submitting an 
intent to purchase 
the property. LCPA 

Attorney John 
Crowell said he and 
the SDI legal team 

are ironing out a few 
last-minute details 

of the proposal and 
hope to have it ready 
for the port board to 

vote on soon.
See SDI, 8A

Revamped Boys and Girls Club  
to support slate of new programming

BY LIZZIE TOMLIN
etomlin@cdispatch.com

F u l l y 
equipped re-
cording and 
design studios 
and an upgrad-
ed gymnasium 
were unveiled 
Thursday at 
the Columbus 
Boys and Girls Club on 14th 
Avenue North.

The vastness of the gym 

still gives off a nostalgic feel-
ing, but the shine of the new 
flooring and fresh blue paint 
conveys freshness from the 
23-year-old building. 

Thursday’s event high-
lighted the near-culmination 
of $325,000 worth of reno-
vations that began in May 
2022, $50,000 of which came 
from a Lowe’s grant and the 
rest from community dona-
tions, said Ron Thornton, 
CEO and president of the 

$325K renovation project at 14th Avenue 
North facility nears completion

$1.75M in 
checks cut 
to Lowndes 
nonprofits
ARPA funds to benefit 
homeless coalition, 
YMCA, others

See NONPROFITS, 8A

Lizzie Tomlin/Dispatch Staff
Kindergarteners get ready for after-school programming Thursday in 
their renovated classroom at the Boys and Girls Club at 14th Avenue 
North. The kindergarten classroom was upgraded with new carpets, 
desks and paint for the walls as part of a $325K overhaul of the facility. 

Thornton

See RENOVATION, 3A


