
The cost of a snack may be small. It 
could be peanuts.

But the rewards from that bag of pea-
nuts could be large.

A host of Jefferson City Host Lions 
Club members fanned out across the city 
early Friday morning to sell peanuts at 
$1 per bag.

The 61st Dusty Deskins Memorial 
Peanut Day is a staple in the Capital City. 

The fundraiser supports youth sports, 
dental checkups, eye checkups and other 
programs.

Lions Club member Mark Schreiber 
stood on the corner at Monroe and High 
streets, offering peanuts to passersby.

Volunteers on Wednesday divided 
about 1,400 pounds of peanuts into small 
bags, Schreiber said. Bags also contained 
coupons for admissions to a Jefferson 
City Renegades baseball game, $1 off the 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Republican Missouri Gov. 
Mike Parson on Friday named Gabe Gore, a for-
mer assistant U.S. attorney, as the new chief prose-
cutor in St. Louis, three days after Circuit Attorney 
Kim Gardner’s sudden departure.

Gore is a partner in the St. Louis law firm 
Dowd Bennett, served on the Ferguson Commis-
sion formed to examine the region’s policing and 
courts after the fatal police shooting of Michael 
Brown in 2014, and previously worked in the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office in St. Louis. Black clergy and oth-
ers had urged Parson to appoint a Black person to 
the role, and Gore is Black.

Parson and Gore were joined at the announce-
ment by Democratic Mayor Tishaura Jones, Police 
Chief Robert Tracy and others. He said there was 
a “unified front” behind the new appointment, 

which runs through 2024. Gore said he hasn’t 
decided if he will run for election to the office in 
the August 2024 Democratic primary.

“We must return stability and the rule of law to 
this office,” Parson said.

Gore said he comes into the office with two 
priorities: Building back the depleted staff that has 
seen massive turnover of assistant prosecutors in 
recent months, often forcing delays in court hear-
ings; and building relationships with the commu-
nity, police and others.

“My sole focus right now is to build a high-per-
forming circuit attorney’s office,” Gore said.

Gardner, 47, had been the subject of an ouster 
effort by Republican Missouri Attorney General 
Andrew Bailey, who was at the news conference 
but did not speak. Simultaneously, GOP-led state 
lawmakers were considering a bill allowing Parson 
to appoint a special prosecutor to handle violent 
crimes, effectively removing the bulk of Gardner’s 

Members of the Blue Ribbon 
Commission on Teacher Recruit-
ment and Retention returned to 
work Friday to determine the 
best steps to maintain a school 
culture and climate that encour-
ages teachers to enter and stay in 
the profession.

While the commission tack-
led teacher pay and recommen-
dations for recruiting and retain-
ing teachers through compen-
sation last year, it will turn its 
attention to maintaining a pos-
itive school culture and climate 
this summer.

“Every organization has a 
culture, a climate that they strive 

to have. Schools should have 
the same thing. It doesn’t mean 
we’re telling people how to think 
and what to think and every-
thing, but we do have certain 
expectations of … what it means 
to be a good human,” Missouri 
State Board of Education Presi-
dent Charlie Shields said.

Educators told the commis-
sion they need time for collab-
oration and extra work when 
students aren’t in the classroom, 
that they value strong adminis-
trative leadership and that they 
need support for children and 
parents at home.

The first panel includ-
ed a behavior interventionist, 

Despite repeated attempts, 
the Jefferson City Human Rela-
tions Commission has been 
unable to approve its last meet-
ing minutes from nearly a year 
and a half ago.

The inability to meet — and 
approve minutes from the Jan. 
7, 2022, meeting — is because 
not enough members have been 
present to attain a quorum. Five 
of the commission’s nine mem-
bers must be present to hold a 
meeting.

The commission has been 

unable to elect chairs or other 
officers since it’s not had a quo-
rum at its scheduled quarterly 
meetings.

A meeting was scheduled for 
9 a.m. Friday, but only four of 
the nine members showed up. 
Around 9:30 a.m., the members 
rescheduled the meeting for 9 
a.m. June 16.

The Human Relations Com-
mission’s mission is to “promote 
equality within the community 
through educational programs,” 
according to the City of Jefferson 
website.

According to the city’s web-
site, the nine members of the 
commission are: Kimberley 
Woodruff, JoDe Layton-Brinker, 
Seth Bauman, Andria Hendricks, 
Donna Adams, Donna Cavitte, 
Frank Rycyk, Jane Barnes and 
Lorraine Schofield.

Woodruff, a lifelong Jefferson 

For 30 years, the Prenger Family Center 
has housed Cole County youths, whether 
they’re awaiting court, being held in the 
secure detention area or receiving help for 
abuse or neglect.

For many buildings, the passage of 
three decades may not have much of an 
effect. The paint may be old and floor-
boards may creak, but the building is still 
in good condition.

In the case of the Prenger Center, built 
approximately in 1993, that’s not the case.

The issue with housing children for that 
long is that kids can be hard on things.

They throw, they kick, they hit, they 
break, they pull, they push. Even just gen-
eral usage from the constant stream of 
children coming in and out of the facility 
over the years is enough to wear down the 
facility.

That’s why Tobie Meyer, Cole County 
juvenile officer and juvenile court admin-
ister, requested a building study in April 
2022.

With the Cole County Commission’s 
approval, Architects Alliance studied the 
building for safety, condition, space and 
compliance with regulations.

What they found, Meyer said in an 
interview Thursday, is the Prenger Center 
is not meeting regulations, it’s too small 
and it’s time for a change.

“It came back that our building was 
antiquated and we need to make adjust-
ments to comply with detention standards 
that have been implemented since that 
time,” Meyer said.

When the center was built, she said, 
there were no standards set by the Mis-
souri Supreme Court for the designers to 
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Calvary Lutheran wins four medals on the first 
day of the track and field championships.
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Ethan Foucheaux takes second 
in the Class 2 boys tennis state 
singles tournament.
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■ WATERCOOLER
Target recalls nearly 5 million candles

Target is recalling almost 5 million candles over laceration and burn hazards, according to a Thursday notice 
from the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission.

The recall impacts some 4.9 million Threshold-branded glass jar candles sold in various sizes and scents — 
including water mint and eucalyptus, apple blossom and breeze and warm cider and cinnamon, among others.

According to the CPSC notice, Target received 137 reports of the Threshold candles’ jars breaking or cracking 
during use. Six injuries — which included lacerations and severe burns — were reported.

Consumers with the recalled Threshold products should “should immediately stop using” them, Thursday’s 
notice said. The candles can be returned to any Target store or by mail for a full refund.

Details on the size, scent and item numbers of the candles are listed on the CPSC website and Target’s recall 
page. The recalled Threshold products were sold exclusively in Target stores and on the Minneapolis-based retail-
er’s website from August 2019 through March 2023. Sale prices range from $3 to $20, the CPSC said.

“Target is committed to providing high quality and safe products to our guests,” Target spokesperson Joe Unger 
said in a statement to the Associated Press, urging customers owning “any items that have been recalled” to 
return them for a full refund.

$1.25

AP

Gabe Gore, second from right, smiles as Gov. Mike Parson, right, introduces him as the 
new St. Louis Circuit Attorney during a press conference Friday at the Carnahan Court-
house in St. Louis. Applauding are St. Louis Police chief Robert Tracy and St. Louis 
Mayor Tishaura O. Jones.

Parson tabs Gore 
to replace Gardner
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Jefferson City Host Lion Bruce Berger works near the intersection of 
Dunklin and Madison streets Friday morning during the annual Host 
Lions Club’s Peanut Day.

Capital City shells out funds 
for Lions peanut fundraiser
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