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At least 750 Ozarks Technical Com-
munity College graduates walked in the
Thursday commencement ceremony at
Great Southern Bank Arena.

This year, OTC conferred 2,243 de-
grees and certifi�cates to graduates.

Missouri Gov. Mike Parson delivered
the commencement address to the OTC
graduates.

“There’s one thing I want all of you to
leave here with today — in Missouri, the
American dream is alive and well, and
the only way you get it is to work hard,”
Parson said, according to a release.
“Work hard and treat people right. You
have to be kind, no matter what the cir-
cumstances are, remember that rule,
just to be kind — life will be a much easi-
er road for you to go down.”

The ceremony featured 2023 OTC
graduate Haydan Crall as the student
speaker. The Lebanon native did not
plan to attend college, but a neighbor,
Maggie Shelton, who worked at the OTC
Waynesville location, convinced him to
take classes in Waynesville. 

The following year, he moved to
Springfi�eld to complete his associate
degree. Haydan plans to transfer to Mis-
souri State University in the fall to pur-
sue a degree in fi�lm.

“Once I began taking classes at OTC, I
realized I was capable of far more than I
ever imagined,” Crall said, in the OTC re-
lease. “My journey at OTC has been
transformative, and it is a community I
am proud to be a part of.”

Images of the 2023 Graduates of Ozarks Technical Community College at Great Southern Bank Arena on the campus of
Missouri State University on Thursday. PHOTOS BY BRUCE STIDHAM/SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER
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The developer aiming to build com-
mercial property at the corner of Sun-
shine Street and National Avenue has
made changes to his proposal ahead of
a meeting in which Springfi�eld City
Council would vote whether to ap-
prove a rezoning. 

Developer Ralph Duda has asked
the Springfi�eld City Council to send his
request to rezone property at the cor-
ner of Sunshine and National back to
the Planning & Zoning Commission,
according to a press release from the
City of Springfi�eld.

The current proposal is to rezone 

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS

Residents of the University Heights
neighborhood seen here at the City
of Springfi�eld Planning and Zoning
hearing at City Hall on April 6. BRUCE

STIDHAM/SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER
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See PLAN, Page 4A

Springfi�eld Brewing Company is ex-
panding, with a new production facil-
ity and tasting room to open in Willard
by next spring.

The brewery announced on Thurs-
day that the new location will be in the
Ozark Greenways, Inc. mural building,
along the Frisco Highline Trail. For
fans of the vibrant mural on side of the
building, no need to worry. The mural
will remain.

“Our taproom will provide both resi-
dents and trail users with a unique 

Coming soon,
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See BREWING, Page 2A


