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WASHINGTON
As Republicans and Demo-

crats appear at an impasse on
raising the debt ceiling, Presi-
dent Joe Biden last week sug-
gested he was open to another

option: paying the country’s
bills without the help of Con-
gress.
Biden has dismissed some of

the other last ditch suggestions
that have been thrown around
— like minting a trillion-dollar
coin — but his staff is looking
into whether his administration
has the constitutional authority

to ignore the debt ceiling and
keep paying the country’s bills
to avoid an unprecedented
default.
“I have been considering the

14th Amendment,” Biden said.
“And a man I have enormous
respect for, Larry Tribe, who
has advised me for a long time,
thinks that it would be legiti-

mate. But the problem is that it
would have to be litigated. And
in the meantime, without an
extension, it would still end up
in the same place.”
The 14th amendment was

passed after the Civil War and
was intended to protect civil

Hawley speculates on using
Constitution to raise debt ceiling
BY DANIEL DESROCHERS
ddesrochers@kcstar.com
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recycling plant in Kansas City,
Kansas.
The Johnson County Health

Department said around 10:45
a.m. that the blaze at
Advantage Metals in the 1100
block of South 12th Street was
“potentially impacting air qual-

Officials urged residents in
the Kansas City area to stay
indoors if they could could see
smoke coming from a fire at a

ity in northern Johnson Coun-
ty.”
Fire officials in Kansas City,

Kansas, said the blaze could be
seen for miles. The center’s
piles of automobiles, refriger-
ators and propane tanks, some
still containing fuel, fed the

fire.
Air monitors in Kansas City,

Kansas, showed elevated levels
of potentially harmful pollu-
tants known as particulate mat-
ter.
The environmental justice

organization CleanAirNow
installed 20 monitors in recent
years across the Kansas City
metro. A monitor in the Ar-
mourdale neighborhood had a
reading of 174 about five hours
after the blaze was reported at

TAMMY LJUNGBLAD tljungblad@kcstar.com

Smoke and flames billow from a large industrial fire at Advantage Metals Recycling, 1153 S. 12th St., on Friday in Kansas City, Kansas. Crews
from the Kansas City, Kansas, Fire Department were on the scene battling the blaze.

KCK recycling center fire
causes air quality problems
BY KATIE MOORE
kamoore@kcstar.com

SEE FIRE, 4A

Two people were killed and
two others were injured in a
shooting late Thursday at a
home in Kansas City, Kansas,
that police said was thought to
be an act of domestic violence.
Officers responded to the

shooting shortly before 11 p.m.
at a home in the 2700 block of
North 123rd Street, said Officer
Thomas Tomasic, a spokesman
with the Kansas City, Kansas,

Police Department.
Arriving officers found three

women outside the house with
critical injuries. They were
taken to a hospital where one of
them died. One was in critical
condition while the other had
injuries that were not life-
threatening, he said.
Police also found a man, who

they were calling a suspect,
dead inside the house, Tomasic
said.
The Kansas City, Kansas,

Police Department’s major case
unit is investigating the shoot-

ing and asked anyone with
information to call the TIPS
Hotline at 816-474-TIPS (8477).

Robert A. Cronkleton:
816-234-4261, @cronkb

Police: Two killed, two
injured in domestic
violence shooting
BY ROBERT A. CRONKLETON
bcronkleton@kcstar.com
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Three women were shot, one fatally, late Thursday at this home in
Kansas City, Kansas. A man suspected in the shooting was found
dead inside the home.

Kansas City has done away
with what the executive director
of the Greater Kansas City Res-
taurant association calls “the
most hated aspect of employ-
ment among servers and bar-
tenders in Kansas City.”
The City Council on Thursday

passed an ordinance freeing
workers from the hassle and
expense of obtaining a liquor
control card from the city as a
condition of their employment
at restaurants and bars.
Most of the $42 that workers

pay the city’s Regulated Indust-
ries Division went for a criminal
background check that weeded
out felons.
Whether to conduct back-

ground checks or hire ex felons
is now up to employers, with
one exception. At the urging of
MOCSA, a group that advocates
for the prevention of sexual
violence, there is a new require-
ment that businesses serving
alcohol must check with state
and national sexual offender
registries to see if the names of
potential employees show up on
those lists.
Registered sex offenders can-

not be hired to serve or dispense
alcohol or check IDs at the door.
Restaurant association exec-

utive director Bill Teel on
Wednesday told a council com-
mittee that “restaurant owners
have a vested interest in hiring
good employees, and should be
tasked with making making
proper hiring decisions.” Reg-
ulated Industries, the city agen-
cy responsible for policing busi-
nesses such as bars, strip clubs,
skating rinks and junkyards,
remains responsible for enforc-
ing liquor laws and ensuring
compliance, he said.
In addition to freeing workers

from the expense and hassle of
obtaining a liquor card, the
move should make it easier for
people with criminal records to
get a job.
“We’re a second-chance in-

dustry,” David Lopez, general
manager of Manny’s Mexican
Restaurant, testified. “We want
to help people make their lives
better.”
The ordinance adds a new

requirement that any business
selling alcoholic drinks must
also have at least one manager
on staff who has completed the
National Restaurants Associ-
ation course on serving alcohol
safely.
The lead sponsor on the ordi-

nance, Mayor Quinton Lucas,
celebrated ahead of Thursday’s
vote with a post on Facebook:
“Proud our legislation to elim-

inate the liquor card require-
ment for thousands of servers in
Kansas City moved unanimous-
ly out of committee and will be
heard tomorrow at City Council.
Removing cost and burden for
thousands of Kansas Citians.
Love it!”

Mike Hendricks: 816-234-4738,
@kcmikehendricks

KC drops
liquor card
rule for
restaurants
and bars
BY MIKE HENDRICKS
mhendricks@kcstar.com


