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DEBT TALKS ON, OFF
GOP, Biden maneuver as clock ticks 

NATION

TRUMP CASE IN AUGUST?
Ga. prosecutor sends telling signals 

NATION

72° 53°
Brilliant sunshine; highs 
in 80s all next week. B8¬

2021 PULITZER PRIZE FOR BREAKING NEWS
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H AV E  YOU  H E A R D?

M I N N E S OTA S P O RT S B U S I N E S S

RULING SLAMS 
FBI SEARCHES 
Court says surveillance was 
abused after killing of George 
Floyd, U.S. Capitol attack. A4

Cyclone death toll rises: 
Rohingya minority hit hard 
in Myanmar camps. A4

D.C. officer is accused of 
ties to Proud Boys: He’s 
charged with lying. A4

Native American graduates seek self-expression: Some 
schools bar wearing feathers or other cultural objects. A2

Man admits to mosque 
arson: He has long record 
and says he is Muslim. B1

 Gave Mpls. her heart and 
a mayor: Lorraine Palmer 
Rybak Mesken has died. B1

U hockey star returning: 
All-America  Logan Cooley 
to play next season. C1

Reynoso admits fault: 
Loons midfielder speaks 
contritely on suspension. C1

Kia, Hyundai settle suit: 
Deal could affect owners of 
9 million vehicles. B3

Minn. adds 4,500 jobs: 
State recovers 97% of posi-
tions lost in pandemic. B3

Biden’s shift raises issue of 
who will supply fighters.

By DAVID E. SANGER, JIM 
TANKERSLY and MICHAEL 
CROWLEY • New York Times

HIROSHIMA, JAPAN – Presi-
dent Joe Biden told U.S. allies 
on Friday that he would allow 
Ukrainian pilots to be trained 
on American-made F-16 fighter 
jets, several U.S. officials said, 
adding that the president is 
prepared to let other countries 
give F-16s to Ukraine — a major 
upgrade of the Ukrainian mili-
tary and a sharp reversal.

Since Russia launched its 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine 
15 months ago, officials in Kyiv 
have pleaded for advanced 
warplanes to overcome Rus-
sian air superiority. But Biden 
has resisted, concerned that the 
jets could be used to hit targets 
deep inside Russia, and prompt 
the Kremlin to escalate the con-
flict. Pentagon officials have 
said that other weapons, espe-
cially air defenses, were needed 
more urgently, and the high 
cost of the F-16s could squeeze 
out other materiel.

But several European coun-
tries that belong to the NATO 

Training 
on F-16s 
OK’d for 
Ukraine

By CHRISTA LAWLER  
christa.lawler@startribune.com

DULUTH – When Goodman 
Auditorium  opened at Virginia 
High School — decades before 
it was named for the school doc-
tor and his arts aficionado wife 
— the 1,500-seat performance 
venue was celebrated for its 
genuine Hartford-Saxony  car-
peting, the chandeliers with 
easy-to-replace bulbs, and its 
50,000 cubic feet of fresh air.

“The decoration was done 
by artists in Chicago,” reads a 
program from the first concert 

held there in May 1920. “The 
colors are not gaudy but har-
monious and in good taste.”

The venue that has been lik-
ened to a mini Carnegie Hall 
hosts its final concert, “A Fare-
well to Goodman Auditorium”  
at 7 p.m. Saturday. The perfor-
mance will feature community 
vocal groups, alumni and stu-
dent musicians and the world 
premiere of René Clausen’s 
four-movement symphony 
“Mesabi: The Sleeping Giant,”  
inspired by Iron Range history 
— from glaciers to immigration 

Goodnight, Goodman 

University of Minnesota graduates posed outside Huntington Bank Stadium in Minneapolis on May 13.  

By ROCHELLE OLSON  
rochelle.olson@startribune.com

As Gov. Tim Walz sat down 
to sign two new gun restric-
tions into law, Rachael Joseph  
was at the back of the large 
pack of supporters, holding 
aloft a framed black-and-white 
photo of her late aunt, Shelley 
Joseph-Kordell. 

“This has been a long time 
coming,” Joseph said. Her aunt 
was fatally shot at the Henne-

pin County Government Cen-
ter in 2003 by someone who 
purchased a gun at a show 
for $60 without a background 
check, Joseph said.

When Walz walked into 
the crowded reception room 
to sign the $3.5 billion public 
safety bill, he said, “There’s a 
reason the room is full because 
a vast majority of Minnesotans 
have been waiting too damn 
long for this.”

The new law expands 

background checks for gun 
sales at shows and transfers 
and creates a red-flag-style 
provision allowing family or 
law enforcement to petition a 
judge to take guns away from 
someone determined to be 
mentally unstable.

“Minnesota is a better 
state,” Walz said after sitting 
down to sign the bill with for-
mer Arizona congresswoman 
Gabby Giffords   at his side. 
Giffords survived an assas-

sination attempt in 2011 near 
Tucson, but was left with a 
traumatic brain injury.  The 
Democrat resigned from Con-
gress in 2012 and started an 
organization called Giffords  
to promote gun control.

“Be bold. Be courageous. 
The nation is counting on 
you,” Giffords said.

She was one of many speak-
ers at the event, some of them 
emotional, including Melissa 

Walz signs tighter gun legislation
Extended background checks for sales at shows part of massive $3.5B public safety bill.

By TOM WITHERS  •  Associated Press

 CLEVELAND — Jim Brown was virtually unstop-
pable in every arena.

Whether on the field, as a Hollywood film hero 
or civil rights advocate, Brown was a force.

One of the greatest players in NFL history, Brown, 
who retired at the peak of his playing career to pur-
sue acting and remained in the public spotlight as 
an activist — and due to off-field transgressions that 
included allegations of violence against women — 
 died Thursday night. He was 87. A spokeswoman 
for Brown’s family said he died peacefully in his 
Los Angeles home  with 

Relentless runner,
a force for equality 

Speakers rely on 
experience (and  

Twitter) to inspire.

Story by ERICA PEARSON  
erica.pearson@startribune.com

Star Tribune photos

As his keynote com-
mencement speech at Uni-
versity of Minnesota, Morris  
approached, NPR  journalist 
Steve Inskeep  asked Twitter 
to help him figure out what to 
tell the class of 2023.

He got more than 600 
replies, some of them more, 
 uh, helpful than others.

During the May 13 ceremony, 
Inskeep ended up sharing 10 
favorite lines of advice gleaned 
from that tweet, including a 
not-so-subtle dig at himself 
(“Don’t crowdsource content”) 
as well as a mix of the pointed 
(“Spend less time on smart-
phones”), the poignant (“Take 
big risks, not with your health, 
but with your heart”) and the 
practical (“Drive to the Dairy 
Queen in Starbuck, Minnesota. 
It’s a classic”).

It turns out, finding the right 
advice for Minnesota’s gradu-
ates in this moment can be 
challenging. This commence-
ment season, which stretches 
from April to June, new gradu-
ates are stepping out into the 
world after four tumultuous 
years of upheaval and unan-
ticipated obstacles.

As Sen. Amy Klobuchar 
 pointed out during the five 
(yes, five) commencement 
ceremonies she popped into 

ADVICE TO GRADS COMMENCES

At the Capitol:  ERA supporters herald “historic”votes this week.  •  Nursing home leaders disheartened by human services bill. A5

Associated Press
Jim Brown followed his stellar football career with civil rights 

activism and acting in movies such as “The Dirty Dozen.”

 Auditorium in Virginia, Minn., takes a final bow.
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Putin spurned: Russian 
leader isolated by leaders. A3

Wherever you go from 
here, “embrace what 

expertise you bring to the 
table,” Minnesota Lt. Gov.

Peggy Flanagan told  
graduates at the U.

James Beard-winning chef Sean Sherman encouraged 
students to ask themselves what they can do to help 

future generations, to “make something that’s lasting.”

“You have been living in 
the real world in a big, big 

way,” U.S. Sen. Amy Klobu-
char said in one of the five 
surprise commencement 

speeches she gave.

Ex-Viking’s daughter urges others to document family history. E1
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“Minnesota is a better state,” Gov. Tim Walz said after signing.   
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